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VUEPOINT._ 


Elections Alberta fell short 


SHANNON PHILLIPS / 
lections Alberta is supposed to be an impartial agency dedicated to pre- 
Ear the sanctity of the ballot, but its handling of the recently com- 
pleted 2008 contest was questionable at best. 

It is up to the Chief Electoral Officer to order an enumeration—meaning 
they hire all manner of retirees and students to go door to door collecting 
information for the voters’ list. He chose not to do this—meaning the voters’ 
list dated from 2004. 

Election Alberta's excuse is that they couldn't find the staff to do enumeration, 
and that people aren't willing to open their doors anymore. Both of these excuses 
are paper-thin: Statistics Canada enumerates for the population census—even 
my municipal government sent out enumerators last summer. And ask any politi- 
cian and they'll tell you that people do open their doors. As for recruiting staff, the 
solution is simple: pay more, and allow more time. 

An incomplete voters’ list meant that there was a very good chance the 
280 000 new Albertans who moved here since 2005 didn’t get their voting 
information in the mail, because they weren't on the list. 

There are at least 3000 homeless people in Edmonton, but their right to vote 
was severely curtailed, at least for those in the Boyle MacAuley area. In the past, 
agencies such as the Bissell Centre and the Mustard Seed Church hosted mobile 
polls, and people without homes could use those centres as their fixed address. 
People who lived in shelters could cast their ballot right where they were at, 
rather than having to go to a polling station, something many low-income peo- 
ple find intimidating. That option wasn’t available this year. 

There were no polling stations on the Blood or Piikani reserves in south- 
western Alberta, leaving about 3000 voters to drive over a half-hour to the 
nearest town. Elections Alberta’s excuse was that no one at the band councils 
returned calls. That's interesting, because Elections Canada has an entire divi- 
sion devoted to Aboriginal voters. They maintain frequent contact with aborig- 
inal representatives and had polling stations on some 600 reserves, 
settlements and remote Inuit communities in the last federal election. 

Elections Alberta had plenty of time to prepare; everyone knew Ed Stelmach 
needed a mandate. They had time to enumerate; they didn't. They had a 
ready-made model for Aboriginal inclusion; they ignored it. They had clear 
precedents for making sure the homeless could vote; they didn’t do any of it. 

The Chief Electoral Officer's name is Lorne Gibson. His phone number is 
427.7191.v 
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= LETTERS 


ANOTHER SATISFIED ALBERTA VOTER 


I'm trying to make sense of what hap- 
pened in the election, and the only con- 
clusion | can make is that democracy is 
dead in Alberta and what we have cho- 
sen in its place is a consensual tyranny. 
How can anyone suggest otherwise 
when a paltry 22 per cent of eligible vot- 
ers put our current government in 72 of 
83 legislature seats? 

Which brings to mind a recent Vue- 
point (“Forget charisma, we need 
vision,” Feb 28 - Mar 5, 2008) put forth 
by the associate music editor of your 
magazine: “ ... a lot of people who do 
(care about politics|}—like me—could- 
n't be bothered to care about this 
yawn-inducing example of the short- 
comings of Alberta's politicians.” Oh, 
pardon me, | didn’t realize | had acci- 
dentally wandered onto the set of Sur- 
vivor. | thought this was reality we 
were discussing and not reality enter- 
tainment. | think that had our politi- 
cians not been so busy trying to put 
together platforms that would address 
people's concerns, and make it palat- 
able to a public almost comically skep- 
tical of anything red-tinged, they may 
have found time to dance and sing and 


VUEPOINT 


WE HAVEN'T HAD A DEcenT 
SHOW UPHERE SINCE 


otherwise entertain you. Besides, | 
thought entertainment was generally 
the media's territory. 

| would really like to kiiow when it 
became the responsibility of politicians 
to rake people care about the issues, 
anyway. Because it used to be the duty 
of every one of us to care all on our own 
about who would be making the deci- 
sions on our behalf, that would affect 
every issue in our lives and the lives of 
the people around us. lf Ed Stelmach 
doesn’t care that your Grandmother is 
sitting in her own shit in an under- 
funded and under-staffed nursing home, 
the fact that you didn't make him pack 
his bags means you don't care either! 

This isn’t a case where you can wash 
your hands because you chose to stay 
home and watch TV. Not voting is a vote 
all in itself, and the fact is as hard as a 
Conservative’s heart: in this election, if 
you didn’t vote against the PCs, you 
voted for them. But whatever. Too late 
now. | guess the best we can hope for is 
that when the Visigoths come and we're 
too drunk to fight and too fat to run, 
maybe they'll be easier on us then we 
were on them. 
RACHEL FRASER 


AFRICENTRIC SCHOOLS OFFER CHOICE 


Regarding the issue of Africentric 
schools (“Fear of a Black-planned ed,” 
Feb 28 - Mar 5, 2008), I'd like to com- 
ment on something | haven't heard yet 


during the debate: the fact that no mat- 
ter haw much the issue is discussed, the 
final decision has to be made by the 
parents and the students. It seems the! 
everybody has something to say abou‘ 
this idea, and using the word segrega 
tion ignites very strong feelings on both 
sides. But how about just offering the 
possibility of a different kind of edu: 
tion system, and letting the individua': 
make the decision for themselves? 

In his article, Minister Faust lists 2!! 
the different kind of schools that are ov 
there just in Edmonton, and | did app': 
ciate this variety when it came to choo 
ing a school for my children. They wen 
to Hungarian school, they went to th 
Cogito program, offered by the Edmon 
ton Public Schoo! Board, and my dave! 
ter decided to go to the Nellie McClw 
All Girls Junior High Program—becau 
that was something that worked for he: 
Choosing a school is not a life sentence 
it can be changed if it wasn’t the rig! 
decision. Please give more credit to {i 
individuals! 

MONIKA IGALI 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader respons’ 
whether critical or complimentary. 9°" 
your opinion by mail Nue Weekly. ! 0. i 3 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 117), 
fax (780.426.2889) or by email (!¢! 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference ' 

given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit '° 
length and clarity. 
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The NDP lost two of its four seats 
on election day, and though their 
defeat was nowhere near as devastat- 
ing as the routing the Liberals suf- 
fered in Edmonton, many progressive 
Albertans were left wondering: what 
did the NDP do wrong during the 
campaign? And how do they fix it? 


IT'S NOT as if the NDP hasn't been 
here before—they lost all of their 
seats in 1993, and have maintained 
only two seats in the Legislature for 
eight of the last 11 years. 

Their percentage of the vote hasn’t 
changed, either—since 1993, they've 
enjoyed between eight per cent and 11 
per cent popular support in the 
province. In 2004, when the party had 
a small “breakthrough” and won four 
seats in Edmonton, they still received a 
mere 10 per cent of the province-wide 
popular vote. When taken in context, 
2004 was the anomaly, not 2008. 

Throughout the campaign, opinion 
polls showed remarkable Conserva- 
tive strength. That support was not 
just resilient under the pressure of the 
largest NDP campaign the party had 
run since 1993; in fact, Conservative 
Support in Edmonton actually grew 
over the 28-day campaign. 

University of Calgary political sci- 
entist Lisa Lambert, who studies the 
electoral system, says that the NDP 

much’energy on attack- 
ing the Liberals, and thereby missed 
the strength of the Conservatives in 


their ‘seats. 
“(Progressives} were just talking to 
cach Gthets Not to Albertans. And 
that’s why they had no idea what was 
going on with most voters. They just 
convinced themselves that most peo- 
ple think like we do.” 
eae nea isa 
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group had a good relationship with 
former MLA David Eggen, but not 
with the NDP leadership. 

“Brian Mason has never met with 
us or done any significant outreach to 
us. The Sierra Club has never been 
contacted by Rachel Notley or her 
people, either,” says Telfer. “We now 
have a better relationship with the 
Liberals than we do the NDP, and that 
is really sad, seeing as the NDP is the 
party that is supposed to be connect- 
€d to social movements." 

One long;time NDP member—who 
spoke on the condition of anonymi- 
ty—says that the relationship Eggen 
built with environmental groups was 
“shattered” when leader Brian Mason 
reversed—then softened—his party's 
historical position calling for hard 
caps on CO> emissions. 

*The trust was broken. There has to 
be accountability in the party—our 
position during an election campaign 
has to be the same as the grassroots 
enacts at conventions, and the same 
as what we say between elections. 

“Brian Mason could have said dur- 
ing the debate that the Conservatives 
and the Liberals don’t have a tenable 
position on climate change, but we 
do. But we couldn't say that, because 
Mason weakened our position. a left 


us with nothing.” 


Telfer adds that the NDP’s “pac vensi 
a climate change let Ed Stelmach off 

i hook on the environment. “The Lib- 
2 als and NDP were busy criticizing 
each other, and it had the effect of leav- 
ing Stelmach unfazed.” _ 

Former NDP MLA David Eggen, 
who lost his Edmonton-Calder seat on 
Mar 3, was the party's environment 


_ critic. He says the central campaign 


didn’t “lay it on the line clearly 


enough” on climate change. 

“There's an awareness building in 
the environmental movement that 
you can’t have environmental sus- 
tainability without equality and social 
justice. That means the NDP needs to 
be active on the environment, and 
give these people a political home,” 
Eggen argues. “The environment is an 
issue that brings young people into 
activism. By downplaying it you are 
doing a disservice to the next genera- 
tion who will help to move and shake 
the future of this province. It is a big 
reason why I am not just going to 
fade away. I saw so many young peo- 
ple become active right before my 
very eyes. | won't let that end.” 


THE NDP is historically considered the 
party of labour, but those relations are 
strained these days. 

One labour activist, who also insist- 
ed on remaining anonymous, charac- 
terized the relationship between the 
NDP and the Alberta Federation of 
Labour—the central labour body in the 
province, which claims 27 unions and 
137 000 rank-and-file members—as 
“the lowest they’ve ever been,” and 
“fraught with miscommunication and 
mistrust—they seem to have a wedge 
driven between them.” 

In the days after the election, NDP 
leader Brian Mason told the Edmonton 
Journal that the money spent on the 
Albertans for Change campaign— 
even a fraction of it—could have gone 
to shoring up support for Eggen and 
Ray Martin, the other sitting NDP MLA 
who went down to defeat. 

AFL President Gil McGowan says 
blaming the Albertans for Change 
campaign for the loss of two NDP 
seats is “ridiculous.” 

“The fact is that most of the money 
spent on that campaign wouldn't 
have been spent at all if it had gone to 
a political party.” 


NDP campaign director Lou Arab 
Says the party benefited from gener- 
ous support from individual unions, 
but the multi-million dollar Albertans 
for Change campaign—sponsored by 
the Alberta Federation of Labour and 
the Alberta Building Trades Council 
and also funded to the tune of 
$300 000 by the Alberta Union of Pub- 
lic Employees—was “not helpful.” 


“We were not consulted on the ~ 


themes or content of the campaign,” 
Says Arab. 

Many labour activists were left 
scratching their heads over the content 
of the Albertans for Change ads. “They 
were negative attack ads, and those 
don’t work in Alberta,” said one labour 
activist, who also requested anonymity. 

*They used the same ad firm—with 
strong ties to the Ontario Liberals—as 
the building trades unions used against 
the Conservatives in Ontario. And guess 
what? Politics are different in Alberta,” 
adds the union source. “Many union 
members are going to be asking some 
very serious questions about how their 
money was spent on this campaign.” 

Former MLA Eggen says that the per- 
sonal attacks on Stelmach “made it eas- 
ier for the Conservatives to get out their 
vote. The ‘time for a change’ theme was 
too vague ... this is not like changing 
your socks. Campaigns should target 
specific issues that matter to people. 

“And the ‘no plan’ message,” Eggen 
continues, “just simply didn’t work at 
all! Because there is a plan! That plan 
is to privatize, compromise the public 
interest and pave the way for unre- 
strained resource development. They 
have a plan, and it’s not pretty.” 

NDP spokesperson Lou Arab says 
that regardless of the content, 
labour's current strategy of funding 

parallel campaigns during elections 
doesn’t activate union members and 
doesn't move votes. 

"Third-party campaigns don't really 


work,” Arab says bluntly. “If labour 
wants to get people elected, what 
works is releasing people [to work on 
campaigns] and financial resources 
My view is these campaigns where 
unions spend money advertising on 
select issues don’t lead to the kind of 
change labour unions say they want’ 

McGowan, who did communica- 
tions for the 1997 and 2001 NDP cam- 
paigns, counters that the Federation 
“had to try something new this elec- 
tion. [Labour unions] can’t just tell 
their members to vote NDP. We've 
tried that, and it doesn’t work.” 

But Arab disputes McGowan’s char- 
acterization of past labour efforts. “I 
don't think Gil McGowan has ever told 
his members to vote NDP,” he says 


THE LONG-RUNNING CHATTER about 


“uniting the left"—either under the 
banner of one new party or by trading 
off some seats, where the Liberals 
agree not to run a candidate in ridings 
where the NDP is strong and vice 
versa to eliminate vote-splitting that 
allows a Tory to come up the middle— 
had dissipated when the Liberals 
appeared to be a contender for power. 
but it’s come back with a vengeance 
in the blogosphere, opinion pages and 
in coffee shops across Alberta 

Even McGowan, a long-time New 
Democrat, believes “all options 
should be on the table ... including a 
new centre-left party, name changes 
and cooperation between the parties.” 

But Eggen says the “unite the left” 
trial balloons typically come from the 
Liberals, not the NDP 

"It always comes up from self- 
proclaimed progressives on the Liberal 
side. And it reflects a fundamental mis- 
understanding about what a political 
party is for. It isn’t just for power—you 
join these entities because they have a 
coherent set of principles that you think 
should govern the province.” 

Eggen, for his part, isn’t blaming the 
Liberals or even the Greens for his 
defeat in Calder. “i do not engage in 
these sour-grapes notions. People who 
lost, they lost for a number of reasons. 

The U of C’s Lisa Lambert says that 
even if all of the anti-Conservative 
votes—from all parties on the right 
and left—were tallied up for one party 
instead of spread across the four main 
opposition contenders, only 23 more 
opposition seats would have emerged 
from the contest, leaving the Conserv- 
ative majority unscathed. In other 
words, the problem isn’t a split on the 
left, it’s the Tory juggernaut 


MOST PEOPLE believe that rebuilding 
the NDP is going to require a more 
concerted effort to engage the grass- 
roots. David Eggen argues the party 
hasn't been aggressive enough in 
reaching out to its “natural con- 
stituents ... working people, wage 
earners, people who are losing their 
spending power.” 

One NDP member who also spoke 
anonymously says the leadership is 
“cut off” from its membership and 
that Mason does not understand how 
to do politics with “real people"—pre- 
ferring instead to stay under the Leg- 
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FOIPP request reveals missing 
childcare millions says group 


ALYSSA NOEL / alyssa@vueweekly.com 
t Garneau University Childcare Centre 
Av parents have to wait to get ona 
waiting list. The daycare quit taking 
names after more than 150 people submitted 
applications for 10 available spots. _ 

As an example of the province's woeful child- 
care system, the centre provided an appropriate 
backdrop for Public Interest Alberta's press con- 
ference last week. It was there the advocacy 
group revealed that a freedom of information 
request led to the discovery that the provincial 
government has not accounted for $14.9 million 
that the federal government handed out in the 
2005-2006 fiscal year to boost childcare in 
Alberta. 

“We were expecting our child care task force 
for the province would go, ‘Well that’s great. 
Thank you very much. We'll roll out a strategy 
to create more child care spaces that are des- 
perately needed.’ But nothing happened,” says 
the group's executive director, Bill Moore-Kil- 
gannon. 

In 2005 - 2006, documents show the federal 
government gave the province $93.2 million, 
but they only spent $78.3 million. For the next 
fiscal year, the overall budget for childcare was 
supposed to be $147 million, but only $103.7 
million was spent, leaving over $43 million 
unaccounted for. 

“The whole problem is when the Harper gov- 
ermment came up with this they didn’t put any 
strings on it,” Moore-Kilgannon says. “There's 
no accountability.” 


THE REASON the money is hard to trace is 


2 CHILDCARE 


because all federal transfer payments go into a 
general revenue fund for the provincial govern- 
ment to allocate based on “the needs of Alber- 
tans [in order] to come up with a 
made-in-Alberta plan,” says Cathy Ducharme, a 
communications representative with Child Ser- 
vices Alberta. 

“Federal funding is not always consistent,” 
shé says. “We need to make sure it’s sustain- 
able." 

She points to the province’s five point invest- 
ment plan for child care which, she argues, 
topped up wages for childcare workers, imple- 
mented an incentive program to attract new 
workers and allocated money for current staff to 
go back to school for further education. “It’s 
been getting better already. We've made up 
2000 new spaces,” she adds. 

But Moore-Kilgannon scoffs at that response. 
“The province will say, “We have this five point 
plan,’ but it’s not resolving the crisis. They're 
getting a few more places, but not matching 
[the need] out there.” 

And, he adds, it doesn’t explain why nearly 
80 pages in the 100 page document his group 
obtained with the FOIPP request are censored. 

‘Premier Stelmach has consistently been say- 
ing he’s for more openness and transparency in 
government,” he says. “Getting 80 pages of 100 
pages in blanked out material is not transparen- 
cy. These are not secrets about the war in 
Afghanistan. This is about childcare.” v 
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: Israel and Palestine: 


a tragic lack of news 


DYER STRAIGHT 


GWYWNE DYER 
gwynne @vueweekly.com 


“Twenty-four hours a day of rolling news to fill,” 
lamented the senior producer of an all-news radio 
station recently, “and only two hours of actual 
news to fill it.” But his problem is minor compared 
to that of people condemned to cover the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict, where there is now almost 
nothing new to report at all. 

There is plenty of incident, of course. More than 
200 rockets were fired from the Gaza Strip against 
nearby Israeli towns in one week recently. Some 
were a new, longer-range version that reached 
Ashkelon, a large town that had never been hit 
before. One Israeli died, and several were injured. 

\srael retaliated with massive raids on the 
northern Gaza Strip by land and air. Two Israeli 
soldiers were killed, and about 120 Palestinians. 
Israel says 90 per cent of the Palestinian casual- 
ties were fighters; Palestinian sources say half 
were civilians, including 22 children. Given the 
crowded living conditions of the Gaza Strip, the 
latter estimate is more plausible, although it 
would make no sense for Israeli forces to target 
civilians deliberately. 

Then, on Mar 6, a Palestinian walked into 
Merkaz Harav religious school in Jerusalem and 
killed eight young Israelis before being shot down 
himself. All of these events were extensively cov- 
ered in the rolling news, but in what sense was 
there anything new about them? 

It was also the same old stories on the diplo- 
matic level. Palestinian Authority president Mah- 
moud Abbas, whose influence only extends to 
those parts of the West Bank not directly con- 
trolled by Israeli soldiers or settlers, declared that 
he would not take part in further “peace talks” 
with the Israelis until they agreed to a cease-fire 
that included the Gaza Strip. 

The shaky coalition that governs Israel was 
undismayed by this, since any concessions to Pales- 
tinians in the peace talks, should they occur, would 
ignite internal quarrels that would bring down 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert's government. But US 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, in the region 
as part of her untiring quest to create a legacy for 
the Bush administration, insisted that both Olmert 
and Abbas show a willingness to talk. 

So Olmert said that the Merkaz Haray killings 
would not make him break off talks with Abbas, and 
the latter said that he would resume talks—until 
Rice left town, after which he reverted to saying that 
there could be none until there was a cease-fire in 
Gaza. But Abbas has no control over Gaza. Hamas, 
which does, said nothing but smiled quietly. 


THIS IS ALL SO FAMILIAR that the media would 


not report it in any detail if there were some- 


thing more exciting to hold the ads apart. Apart 
from the fact that the Palestinians are now split 
between a Fatah government in the West Bank 
and a Hamas regime in the Gaza Strip, it could 
be a week of stories from the first intifada in the 
early 1990s, or from the second intifada at the 
beginning of this decade. 

The Palestinian-Israeli quarrel has re-entered 
one of those lengthy phases when neither side 
can agree on what terms it would be willing to 
offer the other for a peace settlement. In Israel, 
the split is embodied in the government itself, 
with various coalition parties drawing “red lines” 
about which concession or gesture would cause 
them to quit. Among the Palestinians, it is now 
incarnated in a formal division of territory 
between Fatah and Hamas. 

From Washington, it is possible to conjure up 
some flimsy optimism about the situation—"Ten 
months is a long time. There's plenty of time to get 
a deal done,” said President Bush last week—but 
no deal is going to happen while Bush is still in 
office. Whether it might happen under another 
administration is another question, but not one that 
is likely to have a happier answer. 

Imagine that at this time next year President 
Obama, or President McCain, or President Clinton 
decides to spend some political capital in the Mid- 
dle East. Could it achieve anything? 

Unless there has been some a political earth- 
quake in the meantime, there will still be two rival 
Palestinian governments, one of which is formally 
committed to waging relentless war against Israel 
(even if the reality is a little more negotiable) 
Israelis will have every right to claim that there is 
nobody to negotiate with. 

The two Palestinian authorities will still be 
struggling to gain the upper hand in the internecine 
power struggle, which means that neither party can 
afford to make significant concessions to the 
(sraelis. So nothing can happen until Fatah re- 
establishes control over the Gaza Strip (unlikely), or 
until Hamas dominates a reunified Palestinian 
authority that includes the West Bank. 

Even if that happened, Hamas would still 
have to decide that it really wants to negotiate 
with Israel, and the Israelis would then have to 
decide that they were willing to talk to Hamas 
Not only that, but to offer Hamas serious terti- 
torial concessions in return for a cease-fire or 
peace treaty. 

None of that is at all likely. There will be no 
substantive peace talks this year, and there will 
be none next year either. It’s all just diplomatic 
posturing punctuated by killing. Both sides hate 
the phrase “cycle uf violence,” because it implies 
that both sides are responsible for it. But it is the 
correct phrase, and “cycles” aren't news. v 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based independent jour- 
nalist whose articles are published in 45 countries. 
His column appears each week in Vue Weekly. 
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The real story behind 


pathetic voter turnout 


RICARDO ACUNA / walberta.ca/parkland 

As pundits, the media and the opposition look for a 
million ways to analyze the recent provincial election, 
one angle has yet to be covered. The mantra of the 
neo-liberal ideologues since their rise in the 1980s 
has been simple: government bad, market good. 

When these folks came to power in Alberta under 
the leadership of Ralph Klein, they moved quickly 
and efficiently to minimize the size, power and rele- 
vance of government, and hand unmitigated power 
over to the free market. 

We saw a similar message with the growth of the 
now-defunct Reform Party in the ‘90s—a party that 
was, of all things, running for parliament by spread- 
ing disdain for politics and politicians. Somehow 
Preston Manning and his gang were able to build an 
entire political party, and eventually rise to power 
(albeit under a different leader), by espousing the 
position that politicians and government were bad, 
and that people were better off without them. 

The theory behind this message is that govern- 
ments, and by extension politicians, are inefficient, 
greedy and corrupt: that they exist only to take away 
your hard-earned dollars through high taxes and 
spend them on projects and programs that will not 
benefit you in any way. 

The rise of this get-rid-of-government message 
was made possible by extreme amounts of funding 
given by North American corporations to think-tanks 
like the Fraser Institute, which worked incredibly 
hard during the “80s and ‘90s to convince Canadians 
that government was bad and that all we needed 
was an unfettered marketplace to help us move for- 
ward. It was a clear and direct mission—convert 
every last Canadian, especially the media and politi- 
cians, to this new-found market fundamentalism. 

Why would industry spend $40 billion over 20 years 
for the sake of a political message? Because they 
clued in that if they could lead people to lose all faith 
in goverment and politicians and adopt the mantra of 
small government then there would be no one willing 
or able to place restrictions or limits on corporations, 
and they would no longer have to pay taxes. 

The election of Ronald Reagan was their first North 
American suceess, quickly followed by others like Ralph 
Klein, Mike Harris, Gordon Campbell, Paul Martin and 
now Stephen Harper—every one of them a bom-again 
convert to small government and free markets. 

Much of the discussion around Alberta's latest 
provincial election has revolved around the abysmal- 
ly low voter turnout. Some have suggested that the 
party leaders failed to capture people's imaginations 
or that they somehow failed to bring the relevant 
'ssues forward. Others have attributed to lack of 
charisma by apposition leaders or to outright apathy 
on the part of voters. Stil! others have attributed it to 
some Alberta voters taking some sort of moral high 
Ground and not voting as a statement that none of 
the parties or their platforms were good enough. 

Although some of the reasons above were no 
Goubt true for some of the folks in the province who 
did not vote, it is unlikely that the majority gave it 
anywhere near that much thought. 


THE REALITY 1S QUITE SIMPLE: after 20 years of 
repeatedly being told by leaders, the media, aca- 
demics and pundits that government is bad, corrupt, 
ineffective and irrelevant, why would anyone bother 
to show up for the sake of casting a ballot? 

It does not matter who the leaders are, or what 
their platforms say. It does not even matter who wins 


or loses. The far right has succeeded in convincing a 
Majority of Albertans that government is irrelevant 
and of no consequence to their lives. The only identi- 
ties that matter to them are that of consumer and of 
being a cog in the machinery of the marketplace. 

As such, the solutions for Alberta's electoral woes 
are not be found in tweaking party platforms, or in 
finding appealing charismatic leaders, or even in 
forcing people to vote. 

If we want to save electoral politics in this province, 
then we must begin by counteracting 20 years of nega- 
tive messaging about the government. We must 
reclaim government as an expression of the public 
interest, and once again understand that public serv- 
ice, taxes and public goods are how we come together 
as a society for the betterment of that society. 

In essence, the right has taken from us the public 
space that was active democratic citizenship. If we 
want to reclaim it, we need to start by building re- 
connections between Albertans and their government. 
Our schools, community groups and media outlets 
need to stop building cynicism and disdain towards 
government, and instead begin to show that govern- 
ment is not only relevant in our lives, but that we are 
responsible for what that goverment looks like. 

Implicit in that is the reestablishment of the 
Notion of public service, in the form of elected office, 
as something noble and to be valued—these are 
people that give up their free time, their privacy, 
their family lives and often their careers for the sake 
of serving the common good. 

Ultimately, the best solutions are the ones that 
address the heart of the problem. In this case, what 
is required is for politics on the highest level—the 
level of ideas and ideology. Unabashed free market 
neoliberalism has led to the destruction of virtually 
all our public spaces, government and politics includ- 
ed. Those are the ideas we need to challenge head- 
on if we want to reclaim those spaces and begin 
building positive change in Alberta again. w 


Ricardo Acuna is Executive Director of the Parkland 
Institute, a non-partisan public policy research insti- 
tute housed at the University of Alberta. 
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INCLI § 7-day Princess cruise and 
onboard meals & entertainment. Sail 
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San Lucas, Mazatlan and Puerto Vallarta. 
UPGRADE to oceanview double 
| stateroom from $17 per night. Price 
includes port charges and fees. 
ADD roundtrip airfare from $479. 
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LUDES 7-day Princess cruise and 
onboard meals & entertainment. Sail from 
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and Ketchikan in an oceanview cabin. Price 
includes port charges and fees. ADD airfare 
and cruise transfers from $569. 
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islature dome 

There have been grumblings about 
Brian Mason's leadership, even coming 
from Mason himself. The day after the 
election he told the Edmonton Journal 
that he was ready to retire if someone 
else wanted to replace him. He pointed 
out that leading the Alberta NDP is not 
a job that anyone really covets, saying, 


“It’s often the person who draws the 
short straw that has to be the leader.” 

Mason's comments left some NDP 
members wondering whether he even 
really wants the job. The party elects 
its leader at every convention, the 
next of which is slated for June. 

For this article, many people would 
not speak “on the record"—most are 
afraid of doing harm to a fragile party 
and a labour movement with little 


provincial clout. Five people approached ° 


for this article declined to speak about 


Public Interest eves ond annus 


citieschildcaredenoc 
| living wage 


nat cetovelé 
education y 


p3 § continuing care 


contracting out 
environment 


April 4-6, 2008 


i : 


aon 


the future of the NDP in any way. Others 
insisted upon total anonymity, saying 
they didn’t want to upset colleagues or 
friends, harm their own chances of 
advancement within the party or the 
labour movement or further weaken the 
NDP. Such self-enforced silence means 
less healthy democratic debate about 
the future of the electoral left—perhaps 
just the thing the NDP needs. v 


Shannon Phillips worked for the Alberta 
NDP from 2003 + 2006. 


Avi Lewis 


Separate tickets available for Avi Lewis 
Edmonton April 4th, 7:00 PM 

Coast Terrace Inn $15 

(available at Earth’s General Store 10832-82 Ave., 


APIRG — U of A Hub Mall, of call PIA 


at (780) 420-0471 ) 


Also Featuring: 

Allyson Pollock (UK) 

One of Britain's top researchers and advocates 
on privatization of health care and P3s. 


Debra Brennan (Australia) 

One of Australia’s leading researchers on the 
privatization of childcare. 

Heather-jane Robertson (Canada) - 
Vice President of the Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives and researcher and author on the 
privatization of education. 


Maude Barlow (Canada) 
Chairperson of the Council of Canadians, author 
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and internationally acclaimed advocate against 
the corporate contro! of water and the global 
trade system. 
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A few more words 
about statins risks 


WELL, WELL, WELL 


CONNIE HOWARD 
health@vueweekly.com 


HEALTH 


| know | just talked about this, but 
there's more dying to be said. 

John Carey, in the Jan 17 Business 
Week cover story, reports that a large, 
government-funded clinical trial on 
cholesterol-lowering medications 
showed no statistically significant 
reduction in mortality risk at all. 

There's more. Experts like Dr Rodney 
A Hayward, professor of internal medi- 
Cine at the University of Michigan, are 
now saying that current evidence sup- 
ports ignoring LDL cholesterol complete- 
ly when assessing heart disease risk. 

Even Pfizer's own numbers (with the 
help of a little math by John Carey) tell 
us that for 99 out of 100 people taking 
Lipitor there is no measurable benefit— 
and that's based on an industry-spon- 
sored trial, one which used carefully 
selected patients with multiple risk fac- 
tors, which likely explains the findings of 
the government study showing no signif- 
icant benefit at all 

Though this is huge—and hugely 
upsetting—to some, it isn’t really 
new; it’s just now making mainstream 
news more often. Plenty of research 
over the years has, believe it or not, 
drawn similar conclusions: statins 
offer no benefit in anyone over the 
age of 65 no matter how much their 
cholesterol goes down; lower total 
cholestero! actually becomes a health 
risk after the age of 50; statins show 
no-benefit in women of any age who 
haven't already had a heart attack, 
and only “somewhat” of a benefit in 
those who have (one which, given the 
package of risks statins come with, 
would be a questionable one at best), 

Yet for years we've been handed 
statins like they're a god-send. Isn't the 
industry misleading the public and the 
health professionals looking after us by 
fudging the truth unethical and immoral? 

Those of us that have dared suggest 
there is more to heart disease than high 
cholesterol, or that the risks of statins 
outweigh any possible benefits, have 
often swallowed accusations of being 
alarmist, flakey or irresponsible by those 
who still hold that conventional medical 
advice is the only kind based on trust- 
worthy science. 

To these people | say objectivity in 
science is a bit of a myth—far too 


much done in the name of science is 
actually skewed in favour of profits 
And when information trickles out 
either too obtuse for most of us to 
make sense of, or too little and too 
late, the trustworthiness of the entire 
industry behind modern medicine must 
be called into question. It is, after all 
our health we're paying with. 


AND T0 THOSE always eager to inform 
me that the difference between med- 
ical bunk and real medicine is thai 
“real” (read Western) medical treat- 
ments have been confirmed to work by 
scientific testing and retesting | say 
“Excuse me?” 

I'm not opposed to western medi- 
cine; it sometimes preserves our lives 
and our sanity. What I’m opposed to is 
obfuscation by those interested in 
selling their product, and health 
reporters being either too busy to 
investigate or being silenced by corpo- 
ratism. What !’m opposed to is putting 
medical orthodoxy on a pedestal that 
doesn't permit questioning, and doc- 
tors getting their information on med- 
ications from the makers of those 
medications. Because not only does 
western medicine save lives, it also 
all too often ruins them. 

But despite all the obfuscation and 
silencing going on, many of us have lony 
known that statins are not the answer to 
what ails our hearts. The picture is 
almost always bigger than any single 
factor. Looking at the whole—taking 
into account things like entire popula- 
tions with low rates of heart disease 
whatever their cholesterol or dietary 
fat—would've put us on an entirely di! 
ferent research path. 

Where statins do help, they help no 
so much because they successfully 
lower cholesterol levels, but very likel 
because they also reduce inflammation 
which is a somewhat different problem 
and one that so-called unproven alterna 
tive approaches specialize in 

The sad victory of those bent on 
convincing us that alternative ways of 
achieving heart health are ineffective 
is that too many of our mothers ani 
fathers now have, thanks to the sup 
posedly life-saving statins, exper 
enced Alzheimer-like memory losse 
muscle losses significant enough to 
make walking past the mailbox a 
chore, and feeling young and amorous 
a very dim memory. 

Yet, almost unbelievably, some are 
still calling for wider use of statins. w 
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7] re isn’t a proper debate 
about [the tar sands},” says 
. Niobe Thompson, researcher 


and producer for Tar Sands: The Selling 
of Alberta, a locally produced, CBC- 
funded documentary on the local and 
geopolitical consequences of the ener- 
gy boom in Alberta. 

“So few Albertans have any sense 
of the engine that’s driving our econo- 
my now—what it actually looks like, 
what it’s like to work up there,” he 
explains. “Some of our film is devoted 
to the families that are involved in 
that world. If that’s the one thing that 
we do with this film, I’m happy.” 

Tar Sands does much, much more 
than that, though. Most of all, the 
documentary provides a sense of con- 
text—geopolitical, historical, social, 
you name it, it’s got it. 

“If Americans were asked to 
industrialize a piece of American soil 
the size of Florida in order to secure 
their energy future, that would prob- 
ably be a step too far," says Thomp- 
son. “They're very happy to have a 
neighbour who's prepared to do that 
for them. America is our single and 
sole market for this product. All of 
our unconventional crude goes to 
American markets." 

But there are also more local fac- 
tors contributing to the orgy of con- 
struction and development around 
Fort McMurray, says Thompson. 

“We have a democracy under con- 
siderable stress here in Alberta,” he 
explains. “We have a large majority 
that’s just been brought in for whom 
one in five of the electorate voted for. 
And there are lots of reasons for that, 
but | think we have a system which 
supports the unconstrained develop- 
ment of the oil sands." 

This “unconstrained development” 
should be looked at more closely, says 
Thompson, “There absolutely is a bet 


ally produced doc aims to 
add to discourse on tar sands 


THU, MAR 13 (9PM) & SAT MAR 1510 PM 
TAR SANDS: THE SELLING 
OF ALBERTA 

DVRECED BY TOM RADFORD 


PRODUCED BY PETER RAYMONT 
AIRING ON CBC TV 


DOCUMENTARY 


ter way. There are many ways in 
which it could be done better. There 
are really difficult questions we 
should be addressing which we’re not 
addressing to actually safeguard the 
survival of the oil sands.” 


ALBERTA JUST HAD a provincial elec- 


tion in which the development of the 
tar sands was a central issue, so why 
release Tar Sands just after the cam- 
paign season instead of before Alber- 
tans went to the polls? 

“We would have liked for the film 
to be broadcast the week before the 
election. This is, in a way, our contri- 
bution to the political discourse in the 
province, and it’s a pretty damn 
important one, I think.,” explains 
Thompson. “But the CBC's policy is 
not to be seen to overtly meddle in 
provincial affairs. They were never 
going to show it before the election.” 

As Tar Sands points out the prob- 
lems surrounding the tar sands and in 
turn describes the forces surrounding 
them, viewers might get the impres- 


Reduce the time you spend tieing laces to zero. Reuse your 


comfy Blundstone boots in all seasons and in all weather. 


sion that it’s a Michael Moore-style 
polemic dressed up as a documentary 
Not so, says Thompson. 4 

“{ think we've been very careful with 
our facts. There’s no point in which 
we're even lying by omission,” he says. 
“I think this is a fairly sober, realistic 
assessment of what's happening here. 

“l expect to be able to talk to every- 
one who participated in this film after 
it airs,” adds Thompson. “There's this 
idea that if you want to be able to get 
in the door with oil companies and 
make films about what's happening up 
there you have to be so servile. And 
that’s not what our public broadcaster 
is paid to do for us.” 

Tar Sands: The Selling of Alberta pre- 
mieres on CBC TV on Thu, Mar 13 (9 
pm) and Sat, Mar 15 (10 pm). A public 
screening is also being planned for 
Edmonton in the spring. ¥ 
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Gygax triggers Roddenberry triggers Mass Effect triggers Vulcan, AB 


| NFTE LIVES 


infinitelives @vueweekly com 


& Dragons creator (legally, and 
and factually sort of co-creator) Gary 
Gygax died last week, and !'m pretty 
much over it. In fact, | backlashed so vig- 
orously against the epic-level nerdgasm 
of hyperbolic mourning on the internet 
that | actually knocked my psyche loose 
from the space-time continuum and sent 
it tumbling back in 1991 and got all misty- 
eyed over Gene Roddenberry ... 

God almighty; | just had a glimpse what 
the web would have-been like if the creator 
of Star Trek had waited a little longer to 
kick it and had gone to that great dilithium 
chamber in the sky in the modern internet 
age. Just ... oh, shit, | need company here; 
join me, please, and imagine the blog posts, 
the comments threads ... the zettabytes of 


YouTube weeping. Imagine, and thrill. 

So, anyway, | found myself in the mood 
for a decent Star Trek game, and since 
every Star Trek game other than the NES 
version of Star Trek 25th Anniversary and 
the Next Generation How To Host A Mys- 
tery has sucked like ... um ... a starving 
Salt Vampire? had to settle for Mass 
Effect. The new downloadable ME adven- 
ture was released this week, and | fig- 
ured a little derring-do featuring a rogue 
asteroid and a bunch of multi-eyed alien 
weirdoes would be just the thing. 

It'd been a while since | last checked in 
with the astro-adventures of Commander 
Fennel Shepard and her crew of cosmic 
conversationalists, and she was cute as 
ever, nasty scar and all. Still lookin’ good in 
her standard-issue sci-fi skintights, still 
with a ready-for-action swivel in her stride 
that really accentuates that rack ... of dead- 
ly weapons she wears on her back. 

It was nice to see her again, though | 
must say | was tempted as always to start 


Double-D returns to the box 


IN THE BOX 
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= DAVE DICENZO AND TB PLAYER 
== | inthebox@vueweekly.com 


What can we say? Another week, anoth- 
er three overtime wins. And, oh yeah, 
Cogliano scored all three overtime win- 
ners. Cogs!!! Dave Young is lost some- 
where in southern Alberta this week, so 
In The Box alumnus and perennial fanta- 
sy football league cellar-dweller David 
DiCenzo is filling his shoes for the week. 
Welcome back, Mr DiCenzo 


HOME SWEET HOME Wow, what mem- 
ories. I've missed ITB. So, off the hop, 
I'd say the Oil have been looking pretty 
good of late. In fact, as an Ohio resi- 
dent (I really just said that, didn’t 1?) | 
actually saw them last Mar 7 in Colum- 
bus. The boys all skate well and man 
are the kids great. They're doing a sec- 
ond half impression of what Toews and 
Kane did before Christmas. Cogliano’s 
winner showed the potential they have 
to be explosive ... burst into the zone 
early in the OT, took a quick pass and 
then beats one of the better goalies in 
the NHL this year, Pascal Leclaire, five- 
hole. I'd say there's plenty to be excited 
about in Edmonton. 0D 


SWEET TURNAROUND What a differ- 
ence a year makes. Even with the play- 
offs a distant blip on the horizon, the 
Oilers are playing some inspired hockey 
as of late, especially when compared to 
last season. Last year, starting at game 
63 of the schedule, the Oilers managed 
to lose nine games in a row, en route to 
an embarassing 2-17-1 record over the 
last 20 games of the season. This time 
around, they've already eclipsed that 
performance {in a good way) by winning 
seven of the eight games they've played 
since game 63. They already have more 
points than they finished the season off 
with last year, and are on pace for 85 
points by season's end. If they could, by 
some crazy miracle, manage to win the 
last 12 games of the season, they would 
finish with 97 points, which would most 


certainly be enough to get into the play- 
offs. But that’s not very likely; it’s still a 
case of too little too late. That being 
said, it's a treat to watch them play the 
way they have, and maybe a bit of a 
teaser as to how good this team could 
be in the future. TB 


HOME SWEET HOME (PT 2) 11 telt 
you, one thing | miss about Canada is 
decent hockey coverage. | obviously had 
to get Center, er, Centre Ice (a godsend, 
for the most part) and on occasion, | see 
the HNIC, Sportsnet and TSN feeds. But 
not enough, man. The regional coverage 
in the States with crazy colour guys like 
Denis Potvin flashing his Cups rings is 
weird. And ever try watch a game on 
Versus? Best thing about Versus was in 
the All-Star Game and they caught a 
miked Rick DiPietro say, “I'm done. | 
just {@#ked my hip again.” Awesome. 
Anyways, even the nationally-televised 
outdoor game on NBC was unwatchable 
at times. | cherish every Canadian 
broadcast | see. Consider yourselves 
fortunate. DD 


WHAT'S THE POINT? A win in the NHL 
just isn’t as great a thing as it should 
be, at least, statistically speaking. 
Teams can convincingly beat their oppo- 
sition, but still have less talented teams 
nipping at their heels in the standings 
due to the awarding of extra points for 
overtime/shootout losses. In fact, due 
to the ample amount of extra points 
that have been meted out this year, only 
three teams in the league are currently 
below .500. An idea that has been 
floated around is that the NHL just 
come out and grant three points for a 
regulation win and split the three points 
in tie games just as they have been 
Teams that can put other teams away in 
60 minutes would be rewarded, while 
teams that need extra time to do so 
wouldn't benefit as much. | like the 
idea, but doubt it will come about, as 
this would lead to less exciting playoff 
races come March and April. And of 
course, this change wouldn't benefit 
the Oilers unless they started winning 
more games outright. TB 


all over with a new character because | 
love the face-tweaking process so much. | 
was only dissuaded by the thought of 
slack-jawing my way through the first cou- 
ple hours of the game, of having to once 
again talk to those three shitty farmers 
hiding in that space shed. 


THAT AIRLOCK triggered a memory of my 
own, one I'd apparently repressed. | didn't 
need to play Mass Effect just so | could 
get some approximation of.the Star Trek 
experience; I'd entered a “Star Trek 
inspired world” just a couple weeks ago 
... 'd had an “out-of-this-world adven- 
ture"—the “ultimate adventure,” even— 
and had almost totally forgotten it. | 
guess that's just part of the strange magic 
of the “Vulcan Space Adventure” at the 
Tourism & Trek Station in the starstruck 
town of Vulcan, Alberta. 

We just happened to be in Vulcan, run- 
ning some errands, and | kind of insisted 
we stop by the Trekkie tourist trap; it'd 
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been a couple of years since my last visit, 
and | wanted to see how far they'd come, if 
there was something inside that wicked- 
looking flying saucer of a building besides 
a Straightbacked wooden chair surrounded 
by a half dozen mismatched comic-shop 
Trek standees and a hand-letter sign invit- 
ing me to TAKE {MY] PICTURE WITH THE 
CREW OF THE ENTERPRIZE. Little did | 
know that, sometime in 2007, the Vulcan 
Tourism & Trek Station had exchanged 
actual reality for ... virtual reality. 

The first thing you notice about Vulcan 
Space Adventure, besides the fact it costs 
10 bucks a head, is that it is in no way, 
shape or form an official or even officially- 
licensed Star Trek experience. Trademark 
terms like “Starfleet” are nowhere to be 
found; the VR wizards of GestureTek could 
only approximate the Trek universe under 
the fair-use provisions for parody and 
satire. So, say hello to “Captain Krok”: a 
sub-dinner-theatre amateur actor, so cam- 
era-shy he’s literally shaking, doing a bad 


DIDN'T SOMEBODY PUT 
THREE BULLETE IN YOUR 
NECK AND DUMP You 


NA PITCH? 


| 


HAPPEN. 
<a 


imitation of a bad imitation ... of ... a 
bad ... imitation ... of ... William ... Shatner 

So what kind of awesome, state-of-the. 
art virtual reality game experience does a 
QUARTER-GODDAMNED-MILLION-DoL. 
LARS of Alberta Lottery Fund money buy? 
I'm going to ask you to imagine along with 
me again. Imagine everything that the most 
doubtful, pessimistic, Nintendo-hating 
naysayer predicted the Wii would be, com- 
bine it with the gameplay, taste and produc- 
tion values of a 1992 Sega CD 
full-motion-video game, and spice the mix 
with off-brand Trek ambiance: you watch an 
embarrassing fan video, then you point at 
glowing cubes until they're replaced with a 
picture of an explosion. The really sad thing 
is, I've actually had worse times in Vulcan 

A month of terror and tragedy in my 
personal nerdscape; I’ve found myself 
actually questioning whether | even want 
to be a nerd anymore, I’m that fragile. Ail 
| can do is hope Stan Lee holds on until | 
can get myself together. w 


MAYBE I JUST 
PREAMED IT AID... 
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Québec cuisine turns a mature, graceful 400 


JEREMY / snowzone@vueweekly.com 

f your only exposure to Québe- 
]=: cuisine is a greasy, fetid dish 

of fast-food poutine, you have 
done your palate a great injustice. 
While this one stereotypical dish—a 
limp, gravy-soaked mass of curds 
and soggy potato—has succeeded in 
forging its way West, it bears little 
resemblance to the richer flavours 
that make up the Québec culinary 
experience. With its French heritage 
spiced with English, Scottish and 
Aboriginal influences, the history of 
cuisine in Québec blends class divi- 
sions, national rivalries, local ingre- 
dients and natural creativity into a 
tapestry of taste. 

To get a true perspective on the 
history and the food, you have to go 
to the source: the Fairmont Le 
Chateau Frontenac in Québec City, 
where executive chef Jean Soulard— 
a prolific cookbook author—has 
recently published his first venture 
into culinary history, 400 Years of 
Gastronomy in Québec, to coincide 
with the city’s 400th anniversary cel- 
ebrations in 2008. 

I met Soulard over breakfast, as he 
prepared his kitchen for the first day 
of Camaval. Over my plate of smooth- 
as-butter duck paté, regional soft 
cheeses, fresh fruit and pain au 
chocolat, we talked about the evolu- 
tion of flavour in la belle province 

“| am not a historian, 1 am a cook 
who loves history,” Soulard began 
with characteristic modesty. But while 
bowing to historians, he suggested 
that a chef can interpret food history 
differently—and that history can ben- 


JAG 


efit from a chef's finely trained eye. “A 
historian may explain things different- 
ly but a cook thinks about it from the 
perspective of the kitchen.” 
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a 
WHILE IT MAY APPEAR uniformly 


French, tap it inquisitively and Québe- 
cois cuisine fractures into many con- 
stituent pieces, like a well-fired creme 
brulée. When Samuel de Champlain 
established the first permanent settle- 
ment at the narrows of the St Lawrence 
in 1608, the settlers had to follow local 


example. Aboriginals in the area relied 
on foods like venison, corn and fish, 
because they were abundant in the 
area. The French adapted this to their 
own dishes, making tourtiére (a type of 
meat pie that is traditional French com- 
fort food) with venison rather than pork 
or veal. Perhaps the best example of 
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French adaptation is paté chinois, a 
Québecois dish mingling beef, corn and 
potatoes—all locally found ingredients 

But not all things were sourced 
locally. Local wine, a staple of French 
diet, didn't measure up to standards 
"They were making it here, but the 
quality was lousy,” Soulard explains 
“So they imported it, like the Scottish 
did whiskey.” 

It may sound cozy, even pastoral, 
but it wasn’t long before conflict inter- 
vened on this idyllic setting. English 
victory on the Plains of Abraham might 
have spelled doom for French cuisine 
Like the French before them, the Eng- 
lish and Scottish brought favourite 
recipes from home as well—lamb and 
puddings, for example. But they were 
also open to French food and generally 
more likely to dine out, and so the 
French character was retained. 


TODAY, QUEBEC'S regional cuisine 
reflects this melting pot, with offer- 
ings ranging from traditional to ethnic 
to fusion. At Le Lapin Sauté, in the old 
quarter on Rue de Petit Champlain, 
traditional French-Québecois fare 
such as rabbit, duck, salmon, local 
cheeses and maple créme brulee 
grace the menu. Having never tasted 
rabbit, 1 was surprised to discover it 
had a mild, lean flavour not unlike a 
less gamy mutton. At Versa, a modern 
resto-lounge on Rue du Parvis also in 
the old quarter, it was French-Asian 
fusion with General Tao chicken flam 
béed in Jack Daniels for extra sizzle 
And at Restaurant Au Parmesan on 
Grande Allee, the ceilings lined with 
likely the world’s largest assortment 


different 
brands 0 


Wine Tasting 
every Wednesday 
from 4 til 8pm 


of odd bottles, i enjoyed a healthy 
of cannelloni slathered in 

cheese and oozing spicy meat sauce. 
To really get to know Québecois cui- 
sine, though, you must also travel 
beyond the city’s confines. The 
Charlevoix region, as an example, is 
renowned for its local producers. Small 
farms and artisan’s boutiques dot the 
roads north of Québec along the St 
Lawrence. As Soulard put it, “Histori- 
cally, we had three kinds of cheese in 


erally involve red wine, over- proof 
alcohol and spices. (For a sample 
recipe, see the “Traditional Carnaval 
Caribou” sidebar.) It can be served 
either warm or cold, but I preferred it 
warm to bring out the spices and to 
heat the insides on a cold evening. 


IN SOME WAYS, things have come full 
circle. In 1608, settlers made do with 
what they had; in 2008, the Québecois 
are retuming with an emphasis on local 


Québec: cheddar, 
white cheddar, 
and marble. Now, 
we have hun- 
dreds.” 

Next to pou- 
tine, the cabane a 
sucre is probably 
the most well 
known Québec 
food tradition. 
Watching steam- 
ing hot maple 
syrup drizzle onto 
snow, and then 
rolling it onto a 
stick and savour- 
ing it, is so 
ingrained in our 
national con- 
sciousness it's 
easy to forget its 
origins. As if to 
remind me, I 
found a sugar 
shack tucked 
away at the Mont- 
Sainte-Anne ski 
area, a graying 
wooden structure 
with red eaves 
shaded by a forest 
of ice-covered 
trees. With the 
sun shining 


TRADITIONAL CARNAVAL CARIBOU 
During Carnaval, you can buy it at 
bars, Carnaval beer gardens or restau- 
fant patios selling it out onto the 
Street. It may come in a specially 
made ice glass (a block of ice with a 
hole drilled in the centre) or in a cheap 
plastic wine glass. You can even buy a 
Bonhomme cane to transport it, which 
fits most of a bottle. 

Despite its ubiquitous presence, it’s 
hard to nail down a standard recipe 
for making caribou. | was fortunate 
enough to meet a woman whose fami- 
ly has brewed it for centuries, passing 

_ down the following recipe. 


Caribou recipe: 

Remove two glasses from a bottle of 
lace with over-proof vodka. 

“Add 3/4 tablespoon of maple syrup 

and one cinnamon stick. 

Refrigerate for three weeks, shaking 

daily to mix ingredients, 

After three weeks distilling, remove 

le drink. 
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products, witha 
trend towards the 
“cuisine du ter- 
roire.” During his 
15 years at Le 
Chateau Frontenac, 
Jean Soulard has 
led the rediscovery 
of regional food for 
several reasons 
freshness, local 
character and envi- 
ronmental con- 
sciousness. From 
his experience, 
Soulard believes 
the popularity of 
homegrown 
flavours will only 
grow in impor- 
tance. “I believe, 
like 400 years ago, 
that we should use 
the ingredients and 
foods around us, 
because it takes 
much greater ener- 
gy to get them from 
other parts of the 
world,” he says 
passionately, “If we 
continue to do that 
we will destroy the 
planet.” 

In the Place 


through the trees and refracting off the 
icy branches, it was a perfect winter 
setting 

During Carnaval, another tradition- 
al favourite is the drink caribou. So 
named because it came from the abo- 
riginal tradition of drinking caribou's 
blood to honour the kill, it has since 
been modified to appeal to more 
modern tastes. Recipes vary but gen- 


Royale in the oldest quarter of the 
city, there is a chapel dedicated to St 
Genevieve, the French patron saint of 
food. Myth still has it that if you carry 
one of St Genevieve's traditional, 
thimble-size breads, you will always 
have enough food. With the feast of 
riches spread throughout the various 
restaurants and regions of Québec, it 
hardly seems necessary. Vv 
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LEVIN EN ROSE 
deVine Wines will take you ona figurative 
tour of France with the second tasting in 
their World Wine Basics series, this 
month focussing on the pays that pays. 
Seven wines from seven different regions 
will be offered for you tasting pleasure, 
complete with information on wine-mak- 
ing in each region, as well as the country 
as a whole. It's the perfect chance to get 
your start into the fine world of wine. 


FRIES WITH THAT? 
The U of A Faculty of Medicine and 
Dentistry, in conjunction with Edmonton 
Public Libraries, presents the second film 
in their Good Medicine Film Festival, and 
it's pertinent to anyone who has to eat 
on the go. This Sat, Mar 15 at 2 pm, 
they'll be showing Morgan Spurlock’s 
Super Size Me, wherein the intrepid (and 
possibly reckless} director spends a 
month eating nothing but McDonald's, 
documenting the inevitable health prob- 
lems that come with it w 


FOOD NEWS! 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
events in Edmonton. Have an event 
Edmontons gourmands simply must 
know about? Just go ahead and send an 
e-mail to dish@yvueweekly.com. 
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Edmonton City Centre 
102 Ave. & 100A St. 
426-4RMS (4767) 


NOW OPEN FOR LUNCR 


Wines worth skipping out on your family for 


NICE LEGS 


JAMES LYLE 
nicelegs@vueweekly.com 
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When Scott from Select Wines called and 
asked me to join him for lunch and a wine 
tasting on Family Day, | hesitated: isn’t it 
supposed to be spent with the family, 
after all? Still, | had already been called 
into the office for a few hours, so | fig- 
ured | was up for it. We met at Delux 
Burger Bar with the GM Lindsay 
Sievewright and Mark Fogleman of DFV 
wines. The picture was set, four guys, 
four sandwiches, four bottles of wine; shy 
of spending the day with my family, this 
seemed pretty good. 

Mark was making his rounds of Cana- 
da meeting with restauranteurs, wine 
writers and others with influence, or in 
my case pompousness. DFV is the fourth- 
largest producer of wine in the US, with 
vineyards in Napa, Sonoma, Lodi and 
Monterey—in fact, their San Bernabe 
vineyard is the largest single-owned vine- 
yard in the world. Their impressive collec- 
tion of vineyards provides grapes for an 
impressive selection of labels, including 
Encore, Loredona, Irony, Delicato, Gnarly 
Head, Clay Station, King Fish, Wood- 
haven, Twisted, 337 and Stone Barn. 

As the four of us sat and discussed our 
lives, our wine experiences and prefer- 
ences and, appropriately, our families, we 
set to sampling four of DFV's products. The 
first was the 2006 Loredona Monterey 
Pinot Grigio ($19). Interestingly, the name 


PARKALLEN RESTAURANT 


9114-51 AVE ; 
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Loredona came from a chance encounter 
with a woman named Loredona and the 
winemaker. Not long after the first 
encounter, the winemaker met someone 
else with that moniker, and being quite 
intrigued by the name, christened his new 
wine with it. This particular wine showed 
a deep, almost peach colour. It had nice 
consistent flavours with a warm flow 
through the evolution of the taste. The 
fruit had great strength particularly at the 
front, and left me thinking it would be per- 
fect for the summer patio drinker. 


NEXT WE CRACKED open a 2006 Clay Sta- 
tion Viogner ($20). This wine comes from 
the Clay Station vineyard in Lodi and is 
aged entirely in stainless steel casks. Light 
in colour with a sharp nose, this wine was 
rich with tannins at the front. | found it tart 
as | began tasting it but levelled out with a 
nice follow through. | did find the fruit a tad 
overwhelming, and though this was nice 
overall, | found the Pinot Grigio better. 

As we placed our orders for lunch, Scott 
offered us some 2004 Clay Station Petite 
Sirah ($20), a multiple-award-winning wine 
that | was definitely looking forward to. 
This oak-aged very deep red, almost inky 
wine, emitted a warm, consistent nose, 
while its flavours were a little tart with 
smooth tannins. At first taste, it was a nice 
but far from amazing bottle of wine. 

Then our food arrived. As hungry as | 
was, | dove into my chicken sandwich, 
topped with bacon, red pepper and a hint 
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of spice. Why do | mention the food in a 
wine article? Because my next sip of the 
Petite Sirah exploded in my mouth 
Flavours of spice and black cherry 
became evident. The size of the wine and 
its texture seemed to quantifiably 
improve with food. Often, | find wine pair- 
ing with food to be a bit arbitrary, usually 
left to individual tastes, but this wine 
must be experienced with food. 

Lastly, we sampled a bottle of 2005 337 
Lodi Cabernet Sauvignon ($20). 337 is the 
name of the vine clone that produces most 
Cabernet in France and Napa. DFV’s Lodi 
vineyard exports many of their grapes to 
Napa for blending of some of the finest 
Cabs in the valley. In order for the Napa 
wineries to claim their wines as Napa, they 
must source most of their grapes from the 
valley, but many use Lodi fruit to round out 
their wines, and 337's wine Is sourced 86 
per cent from Lodi and 14 per cent from 
Napa. This deep dark red wine has a huge 
nose with hints of spice and blackberry 
Huge tannins welcome you on the first 
taste and they are followed by rich, strong 
fruit, flowing very well and letting the tan- 
nins slip away. This wine will compete well 
with rich foods and strong flavours. 

Overall, it was exciting to see such 
good wine produced at such an afford- 
able price: all were great buys with really 
good flavours. My personal favourite was 
the Petite Sirah, but for these prices, they 
are all worth a try—maybe even for your 
whole family. w 
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re live in a society that 
J embraces instant gratifica- 
tion, disposable anything 
and everything, and trends that pass 
more quickly than a New Years reso- 
jution. Restaurants come and go all 
the time, vulnerable to the whims and 
fads of the moment, so when you 
hear about one that has stayed in 
business for 35 years, it certainly 
makes you take notice. 

When Bul Go Gi House first 
opened its doors in 1973, it was the 
first Korean restaurant in Edmonton. 
Jason Park, who has owned the Bon- 
nie Doon restaurant for the last 27 
years, attributes much of its success 
to a large clientele of steady cus 
tomers who keep coming back for 
their favourite dishes. Because of that, 
the menu is periodically tweaked with 
some items being added and some 
dropped, but has stayed relatively the 
same for all those years. 

I've often thought of making the 
journey to Bul Go Gi but something 
always seemed to get in the way 
Wanting to try this Edmonton institu- 
tion, my husband and | actually 
picked a date on our eternally busy 
calendar, we found a quiet Monday 
night that was free of obligations. 

The highly anticipated Monday 
arrived and we arrived at the plain lit- 
tle restaurant in an equally plain 
neighbourhood strip mall. At first it 
looked like the ample parking lot was 
full, but we managed to squeeze into 
the last spot, at the far end. Apparent- 
ly 35 years leads to a lot of repeat 
customers. 


BUL GO GI makes no illusions of 
grandeur. From the cluttered boxy 
entrance, tacky orange vinyl take-out 
bench and cafeteria-style interior to 
the white paper placemats (although 
they did have frilled edges) carefully 
placed on the somewhat rickety-look- 
ing tables, this place was definitely 
not about the ambience. It was toasty 
warm, though, and the enticing smell 
drew us further into the room. 
Take-out must have been the order 
of the day, as there were only a cou- 
ple of other occupied tables. While 
trying to inconspicuously inspect the 
contents of various dishes at other 
‘ables, | couldn't help but notice a few 
pizza boxes on a table in the back: a 
§roup of about eight people were 
enthusiastically making short work of 
800ey slices of pizza. Upon closer 
'Nspection | was even more surprised 
‘o discover that these pizza lovers 
‘ere Bul Go Gi staff members. Hoping 
that wasn't indicative of the quality of 
the food, we ordered two Korean 
cers (Hite, $5.45 each) and dived into 
the lengthy menu. 
_ Our server, although very friendly and 
attentive, Wasn't extremely helpful. 
hen asked about the difference 
between the offerings under Soups and 
— under Hot Pot Soups, he stated 
rn ‘the hot pot soups are hotter since 
Y come in a hot pot.” Oh. Then, when 
asked what was in the Dae-Goo-Mae- 


= | MON-FRI TT AM 0:35 PM 
SAT:T1-30,AM - 9:30 PM, CLOSED SUN 


em a 


Woon-Tang, he quoted exactly what the 
menu said, cod and vegetables. When 
asked what kind of vegetables, he stated 
“every kind.” At that point we decided to 
just use the menu as a guide and sip our 
mild but refreshing beer. 

Despite the lack of information, we 
decided soup was a must, and so 
ordered the Dae-Goo-Mae-Woon- 
Tang (black cod with vegetables in a 
hot pot, $13.95). We also needed to 
try the infamous Bul-Go-Gi (marinat- 
ed beef with vegetables, $10.45) and 
threw in Doah-Ji-Bul-Go-Gi (marinat- 
ed spicy pork with vegetables, 
$11.75), for good measure 


IN NO TIME AT ALL a pitcher of water 


was deposited at the table, along with a 
pot of steamed rice (covered, to keep it 
hot), some kimchi and marinated bean 
sprouts. The kimchi, kind of like pickled 
cabbage, was hot and spicy and went 
well with the beer. The bean sprouts, in 
contrast, were cool and crunchy. Some 
people eat these like appetizers and 
some people use them as condiments 
We did a little of both. 

We barely had sampling time before 
the bul-go-gi arrived. Strips of tender 
beef mingled with slivers of carrots, 
cabbage and bean sprouts. It wasn’t 
quite as saucy as I was expecting, but 
the typical Korean flavours of soy 
Sauce, ginger and garlic shone 
through. After a few bites came the 
arrival of the pork. Not great planning 
on our part—the components of this 
dish were essentially the same as the 
bul-go-gi, but with pork instead of 
beef. It did have much more sauce 
though, which was like a rich, red bar- 
beque sauce with a bit of a bite. The 
spicy red pepper wasn’t immediately 
evident, but it certainly let us know it 
was there after just a few bites. 

The last dish that came, my 
favorite, was the spicy black cod and 
vegetable soup in a hot pot. (And yes, 
the pot was definitely hot.) The aroma 
alone made my nose start to run 
Swimming in the pungent and deli 
cious broth heady with garlic and red 
chili paste were chunks of firm zuc 
chini, flaky cod, silky tofu and crisp 
bean sprouts. Not exactly “every veg- 
etable”; a bit more variety would have 
been nice, but it worked. It was nice 
to see the dishes come out rather 
haphazardly; it meant that each was 
served as soon as it was prepared. 

When our bill made its way to the 
table we were past full but had barely 
dented the bul-go-gi and doah-ji-bul- 
go-gi—now we had dinner for another 
night. The sticks of Wrigley's gum that 
came with the bill were a welcome 
touch; the garlic was lingering long 
after the last bite was enjoyed. 

Bul Go Gi House is friendly, historic, 
tasty and, at times, amusing. I certainly 
think we fared better that night than 
the staff with their take-out pizza. v 
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~ | RED MOUNTAIN is no stranger to hosting events. It's the perfect venue 

©, with its intimacy and snowfall. When we arrived, the Red Bull Cold Rush 

© was just finishing up. It was a bonanza of all manner of skiing, testing 

riders’ ability at hucking cliffs, freeriding and a summit approach (won 
handily by Golden’s Dave Treadway). 

| March 6 - 9 the mountain hosted the first Rossland Pride, with a portion of 

| ticket prices going to the Aids Network for the Kootenay Boundary region. And 


| for your viewing—or riding—pleasure, the Industrial Triple Crown of Skiing and |. 


“" Snowboarding (Mar 20 ~ 22) showcases a rail jam, as well as a boardercross 
__ | and skiercross. v e 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweokly.com 

he reputation of Red Moun- 

tain precedes it—a hill known 

for powder, steeps and chal- 
lenging terrain. Yet despite all I'd 
heard about it over the years, I'd 
never made it out to Rossland. It was 
time to pay my dues, starting with the 
drive itself. 

We left Fernie relatively early, 
wanting to clear the Kootenay pass 
between Creston and Salmo in the 
daylight. The Crowsnest Highway 
crests here at 1770 metres, which 
can make for some pretty hairy win- 
ter—or even summer—driving. Sure 
enough, a clear day in Creston 
turned into a soupy mix of fog and 
blowing snow before we started our 
descent into Salmo. 

Rossland is a picturesque little 
town about nine kilometres up Hwy 
3B from Trail, BC. The main drag cov- 
ers about three blocks, with nary a 
big-box megamart. We stopped by 
Ferraro Foods to pick up some week- 
end groceries and then made a short, 
10-minute drive up to the hill. 

The lords of snow hadn't left Red 
behind this season, but the eight- 
foot mounds made it difficult to nav- 


igate the small village. Not that we _ 


were complaining. Checking into 
Our spacious room in the Silver 
Tip—a short two-minute hike to the 
hill's base—we immediately took 
note of our personal hot tub tucked 
away in an alcove of our balcony; it 
would be a perfect way to relax our 
weary muscles. 


RED'S RICH HISTORY goes. back over 
100 years, with the first recorded 
Canadian downhill race held in 1896. 
Until the 1930s, when the hill built a 
jump, a cabin and a gas-powered 
rope tow, skiers would explore .old 
mining and logging roads. 

Red's main lodge was built in the 
1940s, and its first chairlift was put up 
in 1947. The following decades saw 
some major expansion, including the 
addition of Granite Mountain to its 
terrain: And in 1968, Red hosted the 
first Canadian World Cup champi- 
onship race. The hill’s long storied 
racer pedigree—Nancy Greene among 
them—is proudly displayed in the 
photos that line Rafter’s Lounge of the 
main lodge. 

Things began to shift in 1989 when 
the hill’s custodian, Red Mountain Ski 
Club, found itself in some serious debt 
and made the difficult decision to sell 
it to private investors. 

These days, Red is undergoing 
expansion. Over the next 10 years or 
so, the hill will grow from its current 
1685 skiable acres to 4200; its two- 
mountain (Red and Granite) experi- 
ence will become a four-mountain 
extravaganza. - 

The current owners claim that 
they want to maintain the integrity 
of the hill’s community feel. They're 
taking initiatives to facilitate four- 
season living by the hill—as 
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RED MOUNTAIN 


opposed to the empty feel of many 
resorts during the off-season—as 
well as trying to foster a sense oj 
solidarity in the diverse citizenry 
that populates the town, from artisi 
to athlete. However, not everybody 
is excited about the growth. Recent- 
ly, some 900 area citizens signed a 
petition to register their dissatisfac- 
tion with a proposed golf course 
just west of the hill. 


10 US, THOUGH, Red Mountain felt inti- 


mate and homey. Its $58 lift ticket 
keeps the day in the affordable range, 
too. Mike, our ski host, was like a 
proud father showing us his firstborn 
Riding up the Silverlode Chair on 
Granite Mountain, he shared some of 
the hill’s story before taking us down 
the cruiser Northern Belle to get us 
warmed up. I think he just wanted to 
make sure that we could ski—because 
he sure could. 

Before retiring, Mike and his wife 
went looking for a place to winte; 
They checked out resorts across BC 
but they kept coming back to Red 
and it wasn’t difficult to see why 
they would. Even on a weekend, the 
lift lines were minimal, and there 
was a real sense of camaraderic 
amongst the riders. It was once we 
were on the slopes, however, that | 
was really sold. 

Not only were the runs all but 
vacant, it’s also next to impossible to 
get lost on the hill—and our first day 
on the hill, this was important. The 
fog was thick up top, easily swallow- 
ing the chair ahead of ours. Any- 
where you decide to make your 
descent, near the bottom you'll hit a 
cat-track that will take you right 
back to the lift. 

It wasn’t long before we headed 
into the trees to gain some perspec 
tive. We would have anyway—the 
plethora of gladed runs for both inter- 
mediate and advanced skiers levels is 
one of the hill’s great appeals. The 
snow was plentiful and just-below- 
zero temperatures made it soft 
bounce around in. The runs on the 
backside of Granite—from which you 
can ride the Paradise Chair or make 
your way ingeniously ‘round back to 
the front—were superb. From Ruby 
Tuesday all the way over to the Pow- 
der Fields there are so many tree 
runs to choose from that it would be 
difficult to ski exactly the same line 
more than once. 

Mike patiently saw us through the 
unfamiliar terrain, always ahead anc 
always waiting. We had to admit 
ourselves that we'd been schooled 
We finished our day on Red Mounta!" 
picking various lines through 
Poochies Trees before our weary !¢£> 
led into Rafter’s Lounge for a brew ° 
two. And then it wasn’t long befor 
our hot tub called out to us. ¥ 
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Can a feisty feline hang with the tomcats? 


BOBBI BARBARICH / bobbi@vueweekly.com 
f ello boys,” I said in my most 
Hewes voice to the 12 
strange male faces in the 
van. A dozen speculative looks sized 
me up and down. | had met these men 
only 14 hours before at the Red Shutter 
Inn at Red Mountain Resort. And now | 
was going cat skiing with them ... the 
only girl, and one of only two snow- 
boarders in the group. 

1 had come to Red in hopes of 
attending a Bettygohard snowboarding 
retreat. I'd been talking with Natasha 
Lockey about her all-female progres- 
Sive action sports community for sever- 
al weeks, and she invited me to join 
them. Unfortunately, the program was 
cancelled because not enough women 
registered. And thus I found myself 
stuck with the men. Again. 

it's unlikely I would ever be in the 
same situation with 12 other girls. It's 
difficult to get us all together-—-women 
wear a wardrobe of hats and action 
sports aren't always on the top of the 
list. Having a sports community for girls 
in a male dominated sport is therefore 
critically needed, but often poorly 
attended. Girls are also commonly 
afraid to say they can huck it. And men 
are too quick to believe the stereotype. 


AFTER A 30-MINUTE cat ride from Red 
‘o Mount Mackie, the Big Red Cat 
dropped us on the ridge overlooking 
tight glades and heavy, wet snow. Our 
lead guide shouted over the men’s 
excited din, “Partner up! You'll be 
calling to each other throughout the 
'r€es So as not to get separated.” 

| looked around. There were eight 
elemarkers, five skiers and one 
boarder. Thirteen men including the 
guides, and me. The guys, who 
Fanged in skill from 30 years experi- 
“rice t© professional mountain guides, 
ended their talk of Alta and Aspen 
and quickly chose partners. 

All except me. I kicked the snow a 
bit and put my hand up, stating the 
obvious. “| don’t have a partner.” A 
‘all guy with a kind smile hesitated, 
then obliged. “I'll try not to hold you 
“Pp.” l said, feeling the pressure of the 
others’ obvious assessment. “Oh, 
that’s ok,” Kevin replied and gave me 
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a half-shrug. 

The others jumped into the trees. | 
nodded at my partner to go ahead of 
me. The trees were indeed very tight 
and there were a lot of them. It was 
only my second day on my whole new 
set-up, and the first day my new ride 
had christened me with five face plants, 
I didn’t want that to happen today. 

1 managed to keep my face out of 


BRANDED ‘ 


the dirt, but I did catch a branch in the 
chin as | scooted between two trees. I 
reached the meeting point ahead of 
my partner and a few others, so | felt 
pretty good 

“Bobbi go hard,” said Burly, our tail 
guide. “You're bleeding already. Nice,” 
he said with an approving smile 

“You should see the tree," I smirked 
The cat crawled over to us and 
scratched and clawed up to another 
ridge. I balked at the long traverse past 
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CONDITIONS REPORT 
Local 


Rabbit Hill — 60cm base, no new snow. All runs and lifts open. 

Snow Valley — 60cm base, no new snow. All runs and lifts open. 
‘Sam Ridge — 60cm base, no new snow. All runs and lifts open. 

Edmonton Ski Chub — All runs and lifts are open. 


Alberta 


"| Canada Olympic Park — 100cm base, no new snow. 

Castle Mountain — 117-279cm base, no new snow. 5 lifts and 61 runs open. 
} Lake Louise — 161-172cm base, Scm of new snow. All lifts and 132 runs open. 
Marmot Bas — 109cm base, no new snow. All lifts and 83 runs open. 

|| Mt. Nonuay — 60-85cm base, no new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
] Nakiska — 50-105cm base, no new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
|| Sunshine Village — 168cm base, Gem of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Tawatinaw — 60cm base, 10cm of new snow. All lifts and 23 runs open. 


B.C. 


Apex — 207cm base, Gem of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 

Big White — 255cem base, Sem of new snow. 15 lifts and 113 runs open. 
Femie — 314cm base, 13cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 

Kicking Horse — 184cm base, cm of new snow. 

Kimberley —201cm base, Scm of new snow. 5 lifts and all runs open. 

Mitt Washington — 337cm hase, 19cm of new snow. All runs open. 
Panorama — 129cm base, Gem of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Powder King — 302-455cm base, 29cm of new snow. 

Red Mountain — 190cm base, 2cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Revelstoke —200-221cm base, 3 lifts and all trails open. 

Silver Star — 225cm base, 11cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 

Sun Peaks — 170-221cm base, 18cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Whistler/ Blackeamh — 242cm base, 31cm of new snow. 23 lifts and all runs open. 
White Water — 260cm base, 18cm of new snow. All lifts and 11 runs open. 


U.S.A. 


48 North — 266-355cm base, no new snow. 3 lifts and 68 runs open. 

Big Sky — 170-256cm base, no new snow. 

Crystal Mountain — 183cm base, 45 nuns, 7 lifts open. 

Great Divide — 85-1 14cm base, 4 lifts and 80 runs open. 

Lookout Pass — 264-388cm base, 8cm of new snow. 

Mt. Spokane — 246-333em base, 5cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Schweitzer Mit. — 231-340cm base, 5cem of new snow. 8 lifts and 70 runs open. 
Silver Mt. Resort — 216-320cm base, fcm of new snow. 8 lifts and 84 runs open. 
San Valley — 91-208cm base, 14 lifts and 87 runs open. 


All conditions accurate as of March 12, 2008 
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an open bowl. “Make sure you don’t 
fall in there,” warned Dougie Lama. 
"That's big time avy danger.” 

As | scuttled along the pounded out 
traverse, painfully aware of my partner 
before me and the tail gunner behind, I 
looked over the cornice to the open 
bowl :.. and caught my toe edge. Within 
a heartbeat, I was launched over the 
cornice. | landed with my head down, 
folded in half with my board at my 
nose. I started to slide. Just before I was 
swept away, I grabbed the only tree on 
the face, stopping myself from careen- 
ing down the steep slope. 

Nauseously aware of my precari- 
ous predicament, | carefully dropped 
my toe edge past my head and got 
onto my Knees. I stuck my arms 
elbow-deep into the cornice and 
looked up at Burly. 
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3 MART GOLBECK 
hart @yweweekty.com 


On Mar 21 - 22, Castle Mountain Resort 
near Pincher Creek is hosting its first 
Powder Tails Film Festival. This is open 
to amateur moviemakers only and there 
are many categories to enter: Action, 


a 


HiddenRidge 


RESORT 


Hidden Ridge Resort 


(Pull kitchen, living room, wood burning fireplace) 


¢ One day 
lift ticket for two 


His face was a mix of shock and 
terror. Mouth open, eyes wide, he 
stepped to the edge to assess my situ- 
ation. “Let me help you,” he offered. 
“Nope. I don’t need it.” | responded, 
determined to save my own life. I 
repeated sticking my arms into the 
snow and jumping upward with my 
board, until I crawled over the ridge. 

“That's pretty hard work,” observed 
Burly. | was sweating and shaky. 
“Let's go,” I shrugged and headed into 
the trees. 


MY DAY IMPROVED from there, as I got 
more used to my board and more 
comfortable with the guys. I was con- 
stantly reminded of my handicap, but 
the boys were gracious in saying I 
was the most able-bodied disabled 
person they'd ridden with, Not that I 
had the choice to be otherwise. 

The sun pushed its way out of the 
clouds and we continued dropping into 
untouched territory. Big Red Cats recent- 


Story Line, Comedy and Bloopers. There 
are some pretty serious rules like no pro- 
fanity and nudity and definitely no seri- 
ous injury shots. If you are interested you 
better get started this weekend. 
Moviemakers are encouraged to shoot a 
five-minute DVD formatted video that 
needs to be entered by the evening of 
Sun, Mar 16. Viewing and judging takes 
place on Sat, Mar 22. ff you just want to 
check it out and get ready for next year 
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ly opened a north-facing area of Mackie 
and our trip was only the secona ,, 
experience the graciously treed ares 
broken by small pleasure meadows. 

With sunshine raging, it felt |i... 
spring skiing. The sky was crystal bly, 
and close enough to touch. We enjeq 
the day riding through a clear-cy, 
gentle slope, sun glinting off our goo 
gles and overthe mountaintops. 

The kitty picked us up at 4 pm. As ir | 
wasn’t drunk enough on adrenaline 
beer and tequila flowed through ti. 
cab as we reviewed the day ang 
tegaled each other with which runs 
and hits were the finest. I sat back and 
listened. While I wasn’t one of them 
these 12 guys were gracious enough to 
test and then accept me. I've realized 
that’s the card women have been dealt 
and it seemed more than fitting that | 
should have ended up there—havine 
meant to attend a women’s program, 
but circumstances evolved into proving 
myself as a female rider. w 


Become a movie star at Castle Moun tain 


it's definitely not a wasted weekend | 
because conditions are great this time of | 
year. There's at least 260 centimetres | 
settled at mid mountain and even if it | 
doesn't snow, the night winds can create | 
a pretty good wind sift that feels like a | 
10 cm dump. If you do make it down this | 
Friday you can take in hypnotist Colin | 
Christopher presenting his Max Power | 
Experience. You might even be able to 
work that into your movie theme. w 


Secrets to nordic skiing at iconic Louise 


DAVE BUCHANAN / daveb@vueweekly.com 
With THERESA AGNEW 

ake Louise could very well be the most 
heavily visited tourist destination in the 

anadian Rockies. Anyone who's ever 

been-Knows why: the emerald green lake, the 
grand Chateau, the magnificent Victoria glacier 
(named after the Queen herself), the soaring 
mountain peaks and some of the most spectac- 
ular hiking and skiing on the continent. 

A UNESCO World Heritage Site, Lake Louise 
is more than just a postcard-perfect, famous 
vacation spot—it’s an iconic place that is now a 
kind of meta-tourist attraction and spectacle, 
almost as much about the hoards of bus tourists 
as the stunning vistas. 

In the winter, Lake Louise means downhill 
skiing for most people, but it’s also a terrific 
destination for nordic skiers, as we discovered 
when we spent four days exploring the cross- 
country trails in the area. And despite the 
crowds, the requisite ice sculptures and the $20 
bowls of muesli, the magic is still there. 

Naturally, the Chateau area itself is lousy with 
tourists. Tour buses deposit people in the park- 
ing lots al! day, even in February. Strolling the 
grounds or skating on the zambonied “pond” in 
front of the Chateau, you'll hear a dozen differ- 
ent languages and accidentally blunder into 
numerous photographs. This is no peaceful get- 
away spot. 

Sut the spectacular view across the lake from 
the shore of the Chateau makes it worth all the 
fuss. Skiing across the lake, a must-do for any 
nordic skier, is a surreal experience. On the 
north shore, the grand Chateau dominates, 
ool ey) ‘see side the vast Victoria glacier 

: ner ding while the latter, 
sadly, is expanding i 

The actual skiing across the lake, though, is 
the kind of thing you only need to do once. The 
‘rail is flat and much of it gets mangled by 
tourists Who, stomp all over the tracks and let 
their canines cavort (or worse) on it. The day we 
were there, it didn’t help that the sun had turned 
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much of the exposed trails into ice 


AT THE FAR SIDE of the lake, another trail loops 
back to the Chateau through the woods below 
the Agnes Lake teahouse trail (closed for win- 
ter). This Shoreline Trail offers a little more up 
and down, and takes you to the frozen Louise 
Falls, but it too was in rough shape, littered with 
spruce needles and great gobs of tree snow. 

The truly fine cross-country trails here are 
just off the lake, where bus tourists rarely ven- 
ture. Our favourite was the Fairview Loop, an 
eight-kilometre, mostly classic circuit that is 
best accessed from the Moraine Lake Road 
parking area, about halfway up from the village 
to the lake. Most of this trail winds up through 
thick forest before hitting a long, shaggy down- 
hill stretch that hooks back up with Moraine 
Lake Road. 

The snow along this trail was astonishing; 
underneath our skis there had to be two metres 
of the fluffy stuff. But it’s the shocking whiteness 
of it all that entrances city dwellers accustomed 
to grim road-slush. We encountered a fair num- 
ber of skiers on the Fairview Loop, many with the 
obligatory rental numbers on their boots, but 
none of them looked particularly slick, and no- 
one seemed to be’in a hurry, Simply to be alive 
and in the sunshine gliding across such perfect 
snow was about all anyone could ask for. 

Near the beginning of our loop, we passed a 
grinning elderly couple, ancient as glaciers and 
moving at about the same rate, trucking slowly 
in the opposite direction. Before we could even 
say “Hi,” the old gal announced, apropos of 
everything, “You never know what to expect!” 

It was hard to tell if she was talking about the 
trails or life in general. In any event, we were 
glad for her appreciation of mystery; it’s hearten- 
ing to see the magic of Lake Louise lives on. ¥ 
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‘88 legacy propels Canadian athletes 
towards greater success in 2010 


ANDREW DERKSEN / andrew@vueweekly.com 
acing down the Olympic track 
R«« my heart pounding and 
tomach performing flips, it 
was difficult not to picture the ‘88 
Jamaican Bobsled team capsizing 
their sled in the infamous 270° Kreisel 
turn. Those images scared me. Adren- 
alin pumping, sick-to-my-stomach 
kind of scared. 1 wasn’t expecting to 
be so afraid. 
I've signed a lot of waiver forms; I 
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know the story. That didn’t stop the 
butterflies from churning in my gut 
when I pulled on my helmet. Those 
butterflies were right. Hurtling into a 
270° corner at 120 km/hr in a rattling 
metal sled is not something to be 
taken lightly. For 60.96 seconds and 
1500 meters of ice, my internal organs 
battled to see which could rise the 
highest in my throat. When we slid to 
a stop, six wobbly legs took Bambi 
steps to some rather comfortable- 
looking concrete 

Once on solid ground, compatriots 
Rob, James and I high-fived and back- 
slapped congratulations for our less 
than-record-setting time. Sure-footed 
Dallas Butcher, our driver, shook our 
hands with a knowing smile. With 
relief came revelation. | had just raced 
down the same track Pierre Leuders 


OLYMPIC 


more fun than the rest 


and other world champions have 
raced and trained on for twenty years 
I had survived the Kreisel (German for 
circle) tum unscathed. And it was fun 
In the words of the Jamaicans, “Feel 
the rhythm, feel the rhyme, come on 
now, it’s bobsled time.” (Coo! Run 
nings, man.) 


FEW ALBERTANS ALIVE at the time 


have forgotten fan favourites like the 
Jamaican Bobsled team or Eddie the 
Eagle. Neither will they have forgotten 
Karen Percy or Elizabeth Manley 
homegrown girls that captured the 
hearts of Albertans and inspired a 
generation of athletes. The '88 Winter 
Games brought 1423 athletes from 57 
nations to compete in Alberta, and 
they brought the Olympic spirit with 
them, Two decades ago, a torch was 
relayed 18 000 kilometers around the 
globe to start a flame in Calgary, and 
that flame is still burning bright 

It is burning in people like Dallas 
Butcher. After six seasons, Dallas 
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retired from competitive bobsled and 
is now coaching with the Alberta Bob- 
sted Association and the Canadian 
and American development teams. “A 
year round commitment is required to 
be competitive and successful in bob- 
sleigh,” says Dallas, “In the off-sea- 
son, athletes train three to four hours 
a day, six days a week. On-ice train- 
ing in the winter is usually blocks of 
three to four days consecutively, 
doing two to three runs per day.” 

Those runs add up, and the opportu- 
nity to race on an Olympic track every 
day is the most indispensable aspect of 
an athlete's training. The ‘88 legacy 
not only provided us with inspirational 
memories and a deep sense of pride, 
but it also gave us physical space to 
foster the growth of future Olympians. 
Nakiska, site of the Alpine events of 
‘88, continues to play an important 
role in the development of Canada’s 
skiers and snowboarders. Home to 
four different Alpine ski clubs, they 
host races continually. Canada 
Olympic Park (COP) has world-class 
facilities for training athletes in bob- 
sled, luge, skeleton, ski jumping, and 
freestyle skiing and snowboarding. 
Unique in its location inside Calgary's 
city limits, COP is the most accessible 
and visible reminder of ‘88. It is main- 
tained by the Calgary Olympic Devel- 
opment Association (CODA), which 
formed 52 years ago to bring the 
Olympics to Calgary, and transformed 
itself after the Games were held. The 
organization now maintains the legacy 
of the games, supporting athlete devel- 
opment at all levels and advocating 
active lifestyles for everyone. 

At COP, CODA has created the 
world’s only “ice house,” a year-round 
start training facility for Canada’s bob- 
sled, luge and skeleton athletes. They 
have also developed one of the most 
successful ski and snowboard schools 
in Canada so that everybody can par- 
ticipate in winter sports. 

And COP is just the tip of the ice- 
berg. Among other projects and facili- 
ties, CODA also helps maintain the 
Olympic Oval, owns and operates the 
Canmore Nordic Center and has pro- 
vided winter sport athletes with year- 
round training facilities on the Haig 
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and Farnham glaciers. CODA’s com- 
mitment to athlete development has 
helped Canada’s Olympic athletes 
increase medal counts in every Winter 
Games since 88 (in which five medals 
were won), culminating in a record- 
setting 24 medals in Torino in 2006. 


IN VANCOUVER 2010, expect to cheer 


your countrymen to new records of 
achievement. Canadians will rejoice 
in our athletes’ successes and share 
in the moments of pure joy created by 
winning medals and breaking records. 
But the medals are only symbols 
They are symbols of the hours of toil 
put in by athletes, coaches and count- 
less volunteers; the years of develop- 
ment fostered by families and 
communities; the legacy of commit- 
ment shown by organizations like 
CODA. These moments are not just 
tributes to an individual's athletic abil- 


EDGE 


ity; they are signs of a culture devoted 
to enhancing human experience 
through sport. 

Every moment of elation is simply 
an endpoint to years of the everyday. 
Every day, people like Dallas Butcher 
sacrifice to participate in sports they 
love. Every day, CODA looks for new 
ways to help Olympians compete at 
higher levels. Every day, sport brings 
people together, whether they are just 
walking from around the corner to the 
local ice rink, or coming from all cor- 
ners of the world to converge on Van- 
couver. And every day at COP and 
Nakiska everyday people take their 
recreation alongside Olympic veter- 
ans and hopefuls as they race down 
tracks and mountains or launch off 
jumps, hurling themselves to new 
speeds and new heights, hoping to 
one day have their sixty-second piece 
of history. v 
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Alive with the sound of music? 


LAURA ENGLAND / laura@vueweekly.com 
rf and stop me. Try and save 
me. I want to fall ... Try and 
cross me. Take me, tease 
me.” No, not the mantra for the thor- 
oughly undecided and somewhat con- 
fused, but the lyrics from “Battle of 
One" by 30 Seconds to Mars, the first 
song used in the latest Warren Miller 
movie, Playground. Miller believes in 
the symbiosis between music and the 
ski industry and deftly illustrates how 
snow enthusiasts feed off musical 

energy. 

But does everyone else feel the 
same? Does your favourite song blar-° 
ing through your headphones take 
your ski run to a whole different level, 
or does it ruin the silence of nature? Is 
a park not a park unless Pennywise is 
shaking the ground through the loud- 


“speakers? In short, does music play a 


role in your ski hill experience, and if 
so, what form does it take? 

It’s hard to come up with another 
sport in which music is prevalent at 
every stage. Tunes accompany the 
drive to the ski hill whether on your 
own or in a bus. Walking through the 
parking lot on your way to the gondo- 
la, snippets of everything from acid 
jazz to ska punk can be heard while 
people slip on their ski pants and lace 
up their boots. On-hill, music comes 
from several sources—the speakers in 
the day lodge and terrain park, or live 
on an outdoor patio. 

Once you're at the top of the hill 
however, the choice is yours whether 
or not to fill the silence. Some find 
music distracting; others are invigor- 
ated and find themselves carving 
turns in time with the beat. Some 
would only slap on some headphones 
if they were skiing alone, but they 
never are, so they don't 

Small and lightweight, the iPod 
has made listening to music while 
skiing or boarding easier than ever. 
Compile a playlist, strap on your hel- 
met with the built-in headphones 
and you've got your entertainment 
laid out for the day. 
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BUT WHAT KIND of music are people 
listening to, and does your playlist 
change if you're a boarder or a skier? 
Does your mode of snow transporta- 
tion inherently communicate some- 
thing about your musical personality? 

Judging from a very informal chairlift 
survey I conducted, it would appear that 
musical preference is totally individual 
and does not depend on whether you 
prefer one plank or two. Although Air 
Supply did come up in one surveyed 
person’s playlist, the majority of songs 
tended to be very upbeat and intense. 
But one cannot automatically assume 
that snowboarders naturally drift 
toward punk, which is good news for 
those 35-year-old boarders (unless 
that’s their thing of course). 

So where does safety fit into the 
scheme of things? You've got to 
remember you're not the only person 
on a run and if.you’re rockin’ out to 
Millencolin are you going to hear that 
guy who's just slid in beside you from 
another run? Some people compro- 
mise by turning down the volume on 
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their headphones but doesn’t that 
make the whole idea a little pointless? 

Some avoid the issue altogether by 
listening to music on the deck at the 
end of their ski day while quaffing a 
brew. Many resorts realize this can be a 
significant draw for visitors so they pro- 
vide an excellent venue for some pretiy 
amazing live bands. Canadian tribute 
band BC/DC is a fixture on the patio at 
Sunshine Village and will be returning 
again this year in May. Resorts also 
command some pretty big names such 
as Sam Roberts and, before breaking 
up, Big Sugar and I Mother Earth. Many 
a rock star has donned a toque and 
endured frozen fingers. 

So what is your perfect ski day? 
Nothing but the sounds of the wind in 
the trees or a pounding techno beat? 
If the idea of a soundtrack for your ski 
run interests you, what songs would 
you choose? My top five picks would 
be “How Soon is Now” by the Smiths, 
“Da Funk” by Daft Punk, "Just 
Because” by Jane's Addiction, “Bitter- 
sweet Symphony” by the Verve, and 
"Like a Stone” by Audioslave. But 
that’s just me. (I’m a boarder—can 
you tell?) w 
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Lonesome me: bickering brothers mark Arnold’s directing debut 
JULIEN ARNOLD AND CHRIS BULLOUGH GET DEEP INTO MARTIN MCDONAGH'S THE LOWESOME WEST 


SPAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly.com 

Us been a difficult few months for 
Jie Arnold. In September, the 

local acting dynamo suffered a 
heart attack during a rehearsal for the 
Citadel's season-opening production 
of Noises Off. And while the Citadel 
managed to recast the show in the 
11th hour, Amold had to take it easy, 
passing up his traditional role as Bob 
Crachit in A Christmas Carol to contin- 
ue his recovery. But he’s already been 
up and acting again in 2008, and now, 
he’s set to open his professional 
directing debut of Martin McDonagh’s 
The Lonesome West. Looking at the 

“$y, you'd be hard pressed to tell that 
he'd gone through serious heart trau- 
ma mere months before. 

They have the most amazing facil- 
ities here in Edmonton for heart 
attacks, and they have great follow- 
up,” Arnold explains. “It's probably 
one of the best places in North Ameri- 
€a to have a heart problem. We're still 
waiting to see what happens, but | 
feel pretty much back to normal.” 

Amold’s in good spirits: immediately 
after finishing that sentence, he pre- 
tends to slump dead on the table. 
Comedy is on his‘mind: having gradu- 
ated from the U of A’s MFA directing 
program last year, this run of The Lone- 
some West is a remount of his produc- 
tion at the school, featuring two of the 
same actors and a pair of new ones 
including Chris Bullough, who needed 


little convincing to get involved. 

“| didn't even read the play,” Bul- 
lough laughs. “I just trusted it would 
be a great project. After I read the play 
it was like a nice little cherry on top 
‘Oh, hey, what an amazing play.’” 


THE LONESOME WEST portrays brotherly 


love at its most biting. The sunset 
chapter in a trilogy of plays, Bullough 
plays Father Welsh, a whiskey-faulted 
priest attempting to reconcile spiteful 
brothers Valene (Colin Doyle) and Cole- 
man (James Hamilton) in the aftermath 
of their father’s questionable demise, 
while dealing with a foul-mouthed 17- 
year-old (Clarice Eckford) who happens 
to provide the town’s supply of moon- 
shine. Welsh has his work cut out for 
him: the brothers are close enough to 
know exactly how to ruin a perfectly 
good ceasefire, holding everything they 
can against each other, including their 
shared faith 

“Religion is, for the boys, very 
much like a tool to see who's better 
than the other. It’s like, ‘Don’t be 
swearin’ in front of the saints,’” says 
Bullough. “It’s part of that Catholic 
thing, that-if yousay enough Hail 
Mary's or do your penance, you're for- 
given for that Sin.” 

But for all of that fraternal mali- 
ciousness, the script is a comedy, albeit 
a dark one, and finding the right actors 
to juggle the laughter in He type of 
show isn't as easy as you'd think. 
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“You have to hire actors who have 
what I call the comedy bone,” Arnold 
explains. “It’s a difficult thing to 
teach. Sometimes there are wonder- 
ful actors who just don’t seem to get 
comedy as easily, and there are some 
who just know [the] timing and the 
feel of the characters 

“It's also a question of pitch,” he 
continues. “Especially with Martin 
McDonagbh’s script, it would be easy 
to go over the top with this comedy. If 
you pitch a comedy too high, it could 
fall flat. If you pitch it too low, make it 
too realistic, then it can fall flat too 
You're mining: you want to get to that 
seam of comedy gold 

“Here it is," he gestures, mimicking 
drilling for rich laughs with his hand 
“Not funny, not funny, not funny, 
Funny!” 


BULLOUGH IS NO STRANGER to feuding 


siblings. Aside from having a real 
brother of his own, he recently played 
one-half of a bickering pair in the 
world premiere of Choke, and is likely 
the run’s most experienced on-set 


expert for brotherly battles, and how 
to stop them for good 

“Blow one of their heads off; take 
one out of the equation,” he jokes, 
before offering a more sincere answer 
“You get away from each other. It’s 
almost like there’s a muscle memory 
that knows exactly where that button 
is, and before you know it, you're 
fighting. You do have to get away from 
each other [because] they know exact- 
ly where your button is, too.” 

Bullough sees a connection 
between McDonagh’s bickering broth- 
ers and the pair he was a part of in 
Choke beyond the fact that they're at 
each other's throats, though. 

“I think both sets of brothers are 
very similar,” he adds. “They're stunt- 
ed, because they haven't truly experi- 
enced a huge part of their life. They're 
stuck in teenage land. It’s almost like 
they can’t see past that; they think this 
is what life is, and that gets you 
down. When you're down, you get 
angry at the people around you, and 
you take it out on them, 

“You end up blaming the other peo- 
ple for what you feel inside, not realiz- 
ing that you can do something about 
that,” he adds, as discussion turns to 
the relationship between the actors 
who get to be so vile to each other. 

Doyle and Hamilton, fleshing out 
the rival brothers for the second time 
now, are good friends and frequent 
collaborators on and offstage, though 


as Bullough and Arnold explain, that 
friendship will dissolve into accusa- 
tions and pseudo-cuss words for a 
few hours every night 

“They fecking hate each other,’ 
Bullough says in an wry Irish accent 
as Arnold explains that the particular 
f-word he uttered is the Irish equiva- 
lent to frig, not the f-bomb. 

Though The Lonesome West has 
them at odds with each other, the 
boys have more than enough experi- 
ence to forgive, forget and go grab 2 
pint after the show. It’s their closeness 
that had Arnold wanting to get them 
in the play together in the first place 

“Colin and James have a kind of 
brotherly relationship: they're really 
good buddies, they've played in a lot 
of plays together, and that’s part o! 
the reason I asked them to do it 
Arnold says. “They already have that 
kind of chemistry. They have their lit- 
tle fights, but they're somehow able to 
forgive each other.” 

Arnold so wanted that chemistry !1 
the show, in fact, he wasn’t above a 
little wool-pulling to ensure the pai! 
would get involved. 

"They both said ‘yes’ because the 
other was doing it,” Arnold says with 
a smile. “Colin said, ‘Is James doing \t’ 
Because if James is doing it, I'll do it.’! 
hadn't actually gotten the okay from 
James then, but I said, ‘Oh, yeah.’ 

He laughs. “It was just the same th« 
other way, too.” vw 
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Just outside the frame, Gillian Willians is Hidin 


‘MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
_VJete is a road, wide and empty, 
FF a swath of grey asphalt bisect- 
ing the green lawns of a 
pleasant neighbourhood. And a mod- 
est house—not a modern monstrosity 
of excess, but a quaint dwelling 
flanked by trees to mark the seasons. 
inside, the middle-class comforts of 
rooms clothed in the lexicon of famil- 
ial closeness: an armchair at the 
elbow of a generously stuffed sofa, a 


dark wood dining room set for holi-. 


days and guests, a jumble of mis- 
matched chairs pulled around an 
informal table. People gathered in 
” these places to eat, talk and live, 

Those people are absent now, 
and Gillian Willans’ domains still, 
but not peaceful. The artist's MFA 
Painting grad show, Hiding In 
Plain Sight, is almost a complex, 
intimate film reinterpreted as an 
installation, an assemblage of 
drawn, painted and printed frames 


Ss | NTL SAL MAR 72 
> | HIDING IN PLAIN SIGHT 
LUA LAKS MFA PAINIG GBAD SHOW 
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with repeating images, tableaus in 
strangely ordered groupings flicker- 
ing with shadows of meaning. 

A figure occupies one recurring 
scene in a handful of the 82 works in 
the show, perhaps male, but gender is 
ambiguous—someone.is stretched out 
on a couch, face down. The body pro- 
portion suggests a grownup, most 
likely not old, but anywhere between 
mid-teen and middle age. 

The question of age hangs over the 
observer, too: these images have the 
distinct tilt of memory, but are too 
suffused with twisting emotion to be 
caught in the amber of nostalgia— 
there isn’t desire so much as a com- 
pulsion for articulation of some 
deeply felt essential truth. Willans’ 
images are repeated in a kind of visu- 
al echolalia, intense and urgent, as if 
invoking sites of vanished domestic 


scenes could bring connection and 
resolution. Her imprecise repetition 
reflects the added data of experience, 
the way memories entangled with 
places of lifelong familiarity jumble in 
our minds and compete to advance a 
narrative of our families as we age 
and grow into our assigned roles. It’s 
a consequence of cognitive process: 
we add layers as we recall events 
based on where we are in the present. 


WILLANS® ROLE in her family is clear 
in the unblinking bareness of Hiding 
in Plain Sight, and through the protec- 
tive tenderness of her acts of omis- 
sion; she’s a camera, charged with 
recording and safeguarding the col- 
lective memory of her household 
. What do we inflict on children of 
ours who, through accident of nature 
and nurture, take on interpreting adult 
dramas through the lenses of child 
minds? Willans bears the weight of 
being the repository for the familial 
story without the benefit of full disclo- 
sure. She hovers wide-eyed in the 
aftermath of interactions, puzzling out 
telationships and partial truths implied 
by the arrangements of vacant chairs 
and other shared spaces, 
These intersections are not sinister 
or even necessarily negative. Willans 
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traces sites of recollection with a 
solemn regard for beauty and a palpa- 
ble hope for universality. Underpin- 
ning the work is an existential 


reverence, an acknowledgement of 
future loss as well as lost moments, 
simultaneously bereft and thankful 

To present remembrances so 
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g in Plain Sight 


nakedly, yet with the disappearance of 
dramatis personae, save for a lone 
sofa-borme dreamer, is to invite view- 
ets to be moved by places and things 
that are their tangible Signifiers of the 
bonds that forge our singular selves 
and knot us into families, communi- 
ies, and makeshift tribes wh , 
instinctively recreate what we 
The dreamer has turned aw: 
the present. Willans is protector of tt 
whole of the familial narrative per 
haps not only the past but a shared 
dream of the future too 
The final frame is an echo of a 

smaller, easily-overlooked piece 
encountered early in the show, the 
only one suggesting a private interior 
self apart from the collective. We look 
down at a bathroom sink, over which 
there must be a mirror, just out of 
view. Hands wiped clean, Willans is 
ready to reveal herself—or at least her 
reflection. w 
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Journalist Ted Ferguson goes from 
city life to the Back Roads of Alberta 


JAY SMITH / jay@vueweekly.com 
i Iberta is a goldmine— 
there are so many books 
that need to be written,” 
says author/journalist Ted Fergu- 
son over the telephone from Toron- 
to. “There’s such a long history of 
dreamers and schemers and misfits 
... | think Alberta’s a really fertile 
ground for writers, novelists and 
non-fiction writers all.” 

In Ferguson's latest book, Back 
Roads, he claims some of this fertile 
ground, both literally and figuratively. 

The book charts something of an 
archetypal path: a Vancouver-based 
journalist flees the metropolis’s 
workaholic lifestyle to become a 

- modern-day pioneer in the back- 
woods of Alberta. Progressively 
developing panic attacks, a fear of 
heights, failing health and a profound 
sense of disconnection from his fam- 
ily, Ferguson realized that his urban 
rat-race lifestyle cannot continue. On 
a lark, he bought a quarter-section of 
land in northern Alberta for $2500 
and moved there with his wife and 
son shortly afterwards. 

“There's a big sense of individual- 
ism ... a lot of interesting people 
come [to Alberta],” says Ferguson 
about Alberta's appeals. “I always 
sense that you can do what you 
want to do in Alberta. In Toronto 
[where Ferguson now lives] most of 
the things have already been done. 
I'm probably totally wrong, but that’s 
what I've always felt.” 

Whereas this notion of Alberta— 
which Ferguson will explore further 
as part of his “A Literary Alberta” 
talk this Sun, Mar 16 at the Stanley 
Milner Library—as an enduring “wild 
west” where the eager and deter- 
mined can succeed through hard 
work may strike some native Alber- 
tans as a rather blunt stereotype, as 
the structuring device in Back Roads, 
it permits the depiction of a man 
coming to “peace with himself.” 


FERGUSON WONT SAY where exactly 
he spent his 12 years in rural Alberta 
during the 1980s, though the handful 
of locals that Ferguson did befriend 
feature prominently. His father-in- 
law blends effortlessly into the do-it- 
yourself machismo of a rural culture 
filled with trucks and machinery, 
livestock, construction, and general 
roughin’ in the woods. Judith is an 
ageing rural elitist married to her 
social opposite, Frank. Greg, Tina 
and Susan form a rapidly breeding 
ménage-a-trois. 

The rest of the narrative is the 
stuff of pioneering cliché—finding a 
house that’s suitable (and suitably 
unique—no pre-fab, cookie-cutter 
dwelling for Ferguson), attempting 
to (and then giving up on) digging a 
well by himself, getting goats, his car 
breaking down in the middle of a 
blizzard and his having to walk 
through the snow home. 

So while Back Roads is a glimpse 
into the lives of Ferguson, his family 
and his friends, it’s not an ethno- 
graphic survey of the lives of rural 
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Albertans at all. Rather, it's emphati- 
cally a narrative about Ferguson's 
internal processes: a city man with a 
workaholic mentality coming up 
against nature. 

This, of course, raises the ques- 
tion of what is a “true” rural experi- 
ence? What is the countryside in 
(literary) imagination? 

“The countryside is the opposite 
of the rat race,” says Ferguson. 
“Myself, I've never had that much 
burning ambition; I'd rather have 
experiences, vast experiences, ver- 
sus someone who just got a job out 
of high school. Not to criticize that, 
it’s just appalling to me. 
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“{The rural experience] boiled 
down to time with my family, tak- 
ing long walks, gaining some of the 
serenity that I didn’t get else- 
where,” Ferguson continues. 
“That's the marvelous thing about 
the countryside, you don’t have to 
seek it, it just comes to you if you 
wait long enough. Living in the 
pure air, walking all the time, it’s 
hard to explain ...” 

Despite the fact that Ferguson 
left his cabin in Northern Alberta 
over a decade ago, following his 
son to Toronto, he says that his 
experience of roughin’ it in the bush 
was formative. 

“I've continued to walk for two 
hours a day, my health is wonder- 
ful—though of course if 1 say that 1’ll 
wake up with a pain tomorrow and 
that'll be the end of me,” he jokes. 
“Since | did the Alberta thing, I don’t 
work more than four to six hours a 
day. | meet a lot of people who are 
workaholics, but I'm completely cut 
off from that lifestyle now. Alberta 
gave me a portable happiness." w 
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Books time travel with a freedom and 
ease not granted to other mediums. Not 
having to physically show us the past, 
save what it plucks from its imaginary 
landscape to evoke in our minds, the 
novel need not concern itself with 
tracking down a dozen Model Ts or 
3000 extras in togas to convince its 
audience that we're in another time. 
The novel conveys the past with such 
immediacy because it does so through 
the consciousness of individual charac- 
ters—though this is perhaps the great- 
est challenge posed to any artist. The 
new year has thus far deposited two 
striking new American novels into my 
hands that transport us to another time, 
one from a long-established master, 
one from a formidable emerging writer 
making a hell of an impression with his 
second work. Both concern distinctive 
moments in the 20th century and sum- 
mon up scenes of iconic violence to 
punctuate intimate stories. 

It's tough to know what exactly to 
make of Russell Banks’s The 
Reserve (Knopf, $32). Set in the 
1930s, it begins with the first meet- 
ing between Vanessa Cole, a man- 
eating, mentally unstable heiress and 
divorcée, and Jordan Groves, a 
married-with-children painter and 
pilot known as much for his scarlet 
politics, Hemingwayesque travels and 
extramarital adventures as his paint- 
ing. That these two might collide in 
some unruly erotic entanglement 
seems a no-brainer, but Banks has 
set a course for an altogether more 
sanguine melodrama, making the 
intermittent chapters alternately 
describing the flight of the doomed 
Hindenburg and an air strike on a 
Franco military stronghold more than 
mere historical context. There will be 
blood, indeed. 

I've long admired Banks’s work, In 
the case of Affliction, | was awestruck 
by the way in which Banks seemed to 
stake out some territory within the 
nightmare world of Jim Thompson— 
whose brilliantly chilling crime novels 
The Killer Inside Me and Pop. 1280 set 
the mould for stories of small town 
lawmen with deep roots in their local 
communities and even deeper troubles 
in their fragile psyches—and making it 
all his own, bringing a certain expan- 
sion of character background, subjec- 
tive psychological tension and finely 
detailed atmosphere than was typical 
of Thompson's concise, more genre- 
bound prose. Yet with The Reserve, 
which |s also set in an isolated commu- 
nity, that of wealthy vacationers and 
poor townees in the Adirondacks, 
Banks is not just exploiting select ele- 
ments of a thriller for literary ends. He’s 
diving right in and just whipping up an 
unabashed thriller of his own. 

There’s an unmistakable trashiness 
to Vanessa and Jordan's tale of lurid 
transgression, replete with an aiding 
and abetting of a local yokel named 
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Hubert St Germain, a guy who could 
have easily narrated any number of 
Thompson novels, a lonely widower 
who's sweetly natured but just too 
soft in the head to prevent catastro- 
phe when presented with the opportu- 
nity. And there's a singular 
strangeness in reading something of 
this sort realized by the likes of Banks, 
The result is, as you might expect, a 
bit uneven, but once you get an idea 
of what you're in for, The Reserve 
does offer its share of salty thrills and 
moments of elegant, subtle, insightful 
imagery and emotional depth—and all 
in the same 287 page novel. 


ZACHARY LAZAR'S sway (Little, 
Brown, $27.99) sweeps us forward into 
the 1960s and focusses from page one 
on the overtly sinister currents that ran 
through that decade that finally choked 


~ on its own rhetoric of peace and love. 


Its cast of characters will be familiar to 
anyone with an interest in the popular 
culture of the period: Brian Jones, 
founding member and first casualty of 
the Rolling Stones, Kenneth Anger, the 
occultist and underground filmmaker 
behind “Scorpio Rising” and “Invoca- 
tion of My Demon Brother,” and Bobby 
Beausoleil, the would-be rock star who 
featured prominently in “Demon Broth- 
er," became a member of Charles Man- 
son's “family,” and was convicted in 
1970 for the murder of Gary Hinman. 
How these three connect, in the flesh 
and otherwise, seems in its own way 
the manifestation of some occult 
geometry, but what's at the base of 
each individual story is some magnetic 
attraction to the mystery and power of 
darkness. 

The very first scene in Sway is 
loaded with a potent air of hazy men- 
ace, with Beausoleil taking a quiet little 
ride with Charlie into town, where 
some anonymous middle class resi- 
dence waits to be penetrated in the 
mid-afternoon suburban stillness. Lazar 
then takes us through a tour of cold 
water flats in London where skinny 
English boys try to channel a certain 
demonic spirit out of their guitars and, 
soon after, to a blur of nightclubs where 
these same boys discover that this spir- 
it can make girls go crazy and boys 
charge the stage. They're playing music 
from America, and that music contains 
a key to intoxicating violence. 

Finally, Lazar chronicles Anger’s cul- 
tivation of his long, arduous career in 
the international fringe, his films forg- 
ing alliances with Jean Cocteau and 
later on Mick Jagger, who gradually 
usurps Jones as the guiding hand of 
the Stones. And Lazar writes a haunt- 
ing, if decidedly unsentimental elegy to 
Jones as he shrinks away from stage 
and studio, from his weirdly symbiotic 
relationship with Anita Pallenberg— 
who winds up in the arms of the rather 
fun, amiably portrayed Keith 
Richards—and finally into that swim- 
ming pool. Jones‘s unexplainable death 
at the age of 27 is just one of many 
sour notes that brought that revolution- 
ary decade to a morbid, exhausted 
close—and brings Sway to its fasci- 
natingly shadowy conclusion. ¥ 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING MARCH 13, 2008 
1. Black Mountain - In The Future (scratch records) 


2. kd lang - Watershed (nonesuch) 
3. Vampire Weekend - S/T (xi) 


4. Radiohead — In Rainbows (tbd records) 
5 Robert Plant & Alison Krauss - Raising Sound (rounder) 
6. Iron & Wine - The Shephertis Dog (sub pop) 


7. Nada Surf-Lucky (barsuk) 
8. Levon Helm - Dirt Farmer (vangaurd) 


9. Hayden - In Field & Town (hardwood) 

10. Matt Costa - Unfamiliar Faces (brushfire) 

11.Corb Lund — Horse Soldier! Horse Soldier! (stony plain) 
.12.Drive By Truckers - Brighter Than Creation's Dark (new west) 


13.0.S.T. - I'm Not There (columbia) 
14.0.S.T. - Juno (thino) 


15.Cadence Weapon — After Party Babies (upper class) 
16.Jim White - Transnormal Skiperoo (luks bop) 

17. Sam Baker - Pretty World (sam baker) 

18. Jose Gonzalez - In Our Nature (imperial) 

19. Hawksley Workman — Between The Beautifuls (universal) 
20.Samantha Schultz - Both Sides (sarnantha schultz) 


21.The Sadies - New Seasons (outside) 


23. Cat Power - Jukebox (matador) ~ 


24. Genghis Tron - Board Up The House (relapse) 
25.The Loved Ones — Build And Burn (fat) 


26. Daft Punk - Alive 2007 (virgin) 


27.The Weakerthans - Reunion Tour (anti) 
28. Chip Taylor & Carrie Rodriquez - Live From The Ruhr Triennale (trainwreck) 
29. Hanzel Und Gretyl - 2012: Zwanzig Zwolf (metropolis) 

30. Ray Bonneville - Goin' By Feel (red house) 


MADCAPS fae 


KISS THE LION 


Entitled Kiss The Lion, the third album from 
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22. The Dirtbombs - We Have You Surrounded (in the red) 


Frédéric Pellerin (Caiman Fu, Madcaps). Though marked by 
the characteristic and unique rhythmic approach of the Madcaps, 
the energy of this latest opus is decisively more rock than its predecessors. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


Vlaskalic and Graham Drowning in love 


DAVID BERRY / david@vuewookly.com 
e detectives at Scotland Yard 
purportedly spent most of their 
- time trying to figure out how he 
did it, but in the case of George 
Joseph Smith—the “Brides in the Bath” 
murderer, who married and drowned 
three consecutive women in the 
1910s—there'’s a riddle much more 
puzzling than figuring out how some- 
one manages to drown three women 
with no signs of struggle: how does 
someone manage to convince three 
women to marry him, empty their 
savings and draw up a will in his 
name mere days after meeting him 
without a single one of them getting 

the slightest bit suspicious? 

It was the latter question, at least, 
that first intrigued Daniela Vlaskalic 
and Beth Graham when they came 
across the case, which they used as 
the basis for The Drowning Girls, 
the Fringe hit that they’re getting set 
to remount at the Catalyst. Taking 
place in three bathtubs—this new 
version expands the story to all 
three brides, whereas the Fringe 
version only featured two—each 
woman gets a chance to tell her 
own story of meeting Smith, and 
explaining exactly how it was they 
got swept up so easily. 

“I was really curious as to how 
these women could be so easily 
duped; how could they not see 
through how obvious he was?” 


* Vlaskalic asks over the phone from 


Toronto, where she’s currently in 
rehearsals at Stratford (her place is 
being taken in this new production by 
Vanessa Sabourin). “All these things 
he did: taking out their money, getting 
them to draw up their wills—you just 
wonder how they didn’t see it.” 


AS VLASKALIC AND GRAHAM came to 


realize, at least part of the reason is 
explainable by the time: this was, 


obviously, a very different time for 
women, and the fact all three were 
getting dangerously close to old maid 
status no doubt helped Smith’s cause. 

"For these women at the time, 
being an old maid was basically being 
thought of as superfluous, of not real- 
ly mattering unless you had a hus- 
band,” explains Graham, who was in 
Calgary when we talked, starring in 
the play for the PlayWrites festival. “In 
a lot of ways that made them ripe for 
the pickings for George.” 
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“It became more about society, and 
women in society at the time: really 
their only way to find some power in 
life was to get married,” agrees 
Viaskalic. “Being married meant 
everything then, and we really began 


to understand their mental state. it's 
really not so cut-and-dry.” 

Of course, though social mores a| 
the time contributed, both Vlaskalic 
and Graham also point out thai 
there’s also a lot of truth to the old 
adage that love is blind. Though obvi- 
ously neither has found themselves in 
quite the same position as the brides 
in the bath, certainly everyone has 
overlooked something fairly crucial 

“We did ask each other how this 
could have happened, but then we 
kind of realized, you know, how many 
relationships we've all had where, 
after the fact, it’s just like, ‘Why didn't 
I see that?” explains Graham. “And 
that’s really what it’s kind of about 
it’s a bit of a cautionary tale for people 
who are thinking of falling in love v1 
who are in love: love is blind.” 

“We often don’t see the foibles and 
the flaws of the people we love 
whatever reason,” Viaskalic adm 
"It’s a bit of a mystery, but it ser 
purpose, in a way: if you could on! 
see the faults of people, you migh! 
never love anyone. It’s the nature «1 
love: it’s blind, and it has to be.” v 


December Man offers simple sympathy 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

here is a profound kind of sym 

pathy in Colleen Brown's 

December Man, a suggestion 
that there is no such thing as an iso 
lated tragedy, a revelation that the 
psychic wounds of an event stretch 
further and reach deeper than we like 
to pretend. There’s a bitter irony 
when, in the play's final scene 
(though first chronologically in the 
backwards-moving plot), a shaken 
mother tries to comfort her son after 
he returns unharmed from the Ecole 
Polytechnique Massacre and assures 
him that everything will be okay: the 
bullets of Marc Lépine, Brown sug 
gests, were heard and felt far beyond 
the walls of one schoo] 

The play opens with that mother 
Kathleen (Nicola Lipman), and her 
husband Benoit (Brian Dooley) 
dressed in their Sunday finest, sitting 
placidly on their couch while they 
wait for carbon monoxide to fill the 
room. As we learn as the play 
regresses through the last two years 
of their life, they're distraught over the 
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suicide of their son Jean Ueff Irving), a 
bright, sensitive young man utterly 
destroyed by being a bystander at the 
events of Dec 6, 1989 

I've seen a few articles around that 
call the play a black comedy, but 1 just 
don't see it; there are humourous bits, 
sure, but they don’t come from the 
tragedy of the situation so much as the 
uncomfortable, sometimes awkward— 
and as a result, achingly real—bonds 
between the simple family December 
Man follows. Not that the lack of black 
comedy is any kind of hindrance: it 
works beautifully as an exploration of 
the lower middle class, a group that 
lacks the resources, mental or mone- 
tary, to deal with a tragedy that affects 
them so personally 
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THESE ARE PEOPLE who can only hope to 
escape a bad situation, never deal with 
it: they try religion, alcohol, even karale, 
only to find their demons still waiting 1! 
them the instant they've got off the! 
knees, sobered up or left the dojo * 
Jean increasingly seeps into despair. 
parents are increasingly unable to hej 
him, offering heartfelt but hopeless! 
inadequate sympathy that freque! 
retums to one simple truth: you've 
to put it behind you. Exactly how ! 
never exactly revealed, though aga'" 
escaping into something is the mos! |" 
quent implication, not that it ever wo! k 

The well-meaning confusion of Kath 
leen and Benoit is handled beautifull 
by Lipman and Dooley, each taking 
their turns at misguided and often ™'s 
placed emotions, frustrations and sym 
pathies stewing together 4" 
occasionally boiling over into break 
downs. Irving is somewhat less SU° 
cessful, but the Citadel’s production 
none the worse for it, the veteran pail 
of actors providing honest, flawed P' : 
trayals that let Brown’s script work on 
your own sympathies. ¥ 
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Love has no Half Life 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
ne of the big questions of 
life is what constitutes the 
essence of human existence. 
The romantic may say it’s love. The 
devout might say it’s the soul. 

it's probably not a question we 
pose everyday, but it is certainly one 
that arises when major circumstance 
forces us to, like an injury, an illness 
or a death. 

Playwright John Mighton’s Gover- 
nor General's Award-winning Half 
Life asks us what happens when 
memory—those little bits we look 
back on to inform us of who we are— 
makes missteps. In the clutches of an 
illness like Alzheimer’s, is it possible 
to lead a full life? One with a sense of 
possibility? One with love? 

Through Clara (Carolyn Hether- 
ington), who suffers from 
Alzheimer's and who meets and 
falls in love with Patrick (Eric Peter- 
son) while the pair are living ina 
nursing home, we are compelled to 
see memory as something ephemer- 
al—but beautifully so. 

“The character that | play is so 
happy and at ease with life,” Hether- 
ington says. “I think at that stage of 
the disease, it’s harder on the loved 
ones than it is on the patient.” 

Through the rest of the cast, we see 
that memory is a5 much of a cage as 
its loss. For example, Clara's son Don- 
ald (Richard Clarkin) is so wrapped up 
in his recollections of his parents’ rela- 
tionship—how his mother was devot- 
ed to his war-hero father—that he 
simply can’t be happy that she has 
found love again. To Donald, Patrick is 
a pale shadow of what his father was. 

‘Donald adores his mother. That's 
a given. | think that he very much 
wants to do the right thing. Also, 
there's an element of jealousy, you 
know? He's very protective of her. 
He has guardianship of her and he’s 
an only child,” Hetherington 
explains. "She has a line, where she 
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Says, ‘You know, you were so fright- 
ened the first day of school. You 
wouldn't let go of my leg.’ And I 
think he never has.” 

Patrick's daughter Anna (Laura 
De Carteret), however, sees her 
father’s love in a much more 
romantic light. Her testament is that 
her father has stopped hiding his 
memories in alcohol. 


WHILE CLARA AND PATRICK tel each 
of their middle-aged children that 
they met briefly during the Second 
World War, there is question 
whether or not this is true. It's a 
question that Mighton leaves con- 
sciously unanswered. As Hethering- 
ton sees it, the answer is irrelevant 
"It doesn’t matter because they 
love each other at this time in their 
life,” she says. “[The play is] about 
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memory loss—loss as well as the 
loss of memory. Love. Tenderness. 
Desire—that it is still possible. It’s 
uplifting, it's moving, it’s humorous. 

“I don’t think that it’s a sad play,” 
she continues. “But it’s one that 
everyone in the audience seems to 
be able to connect to in some way. 
And hopefully they leave without 
being too saddened by it, but more 
uplifted. Because, how wonderful to 
be able to get to that stage and love 
the way that these two can." v 


Josephine B. 


Coming together 
for Three Viewings 


PAUL BLINOY / blinov@vueweekly.com 


/ funeral is never about the 
person who died. It's about 
the people who are still 


alive: either remembering [them], or 
continuing on. It's a weird sort of 
social event,” says Wayne Paquette, 
co-director and stage manager for 
Shadow Theatre's Three Viewings 

Paquette himself directs one of the 
script’s three monologues; the other 
two are jugeled by Shadow Theatre's 
artistic director John Hudson, mark- 
ing the second time this season that 
the company’s used multiple direc- 
tors for a show. 

“John and I had this great love of 
this play and what we wanted to 
bring to it, and it just came up that 
my interest in it was so strong, John 
said ‘there’s three separate mono- 
logues. Why don’t you tackle one?’” 

“And you got [to direct] me,” quips 
actor/sound designer Dave Clarke 
“Did you draw straws?” 

They laugh along with fellow cast- 
member Patricia Bell-Casey, sitting in 
the back of the Varscona. Clarke and 
Bell-Casey, along with the absent 
Davina Stewart, will present the 
show’s trilogy of scenes. Each takes 
place in the same funeral parlour in a 
small Ohio town—“We even think we 
know exactly what town it is, 
although in the play it’s never identi- 
fied,” Bell-Casey hints—and has each 
actor speaking directly to the assem- 
bled audience. 

“The playwright instructs the actor 
that this is storytelling to audience 
There’s not some contrived device: 
sometimes you get a voice that comes 
over and asks the questions, or it’s 
supposedly a stream of consciousness 
thing,” Bell-Casey explains. “This is 
‘here’s my story.’ There’s no way for 
the audience—unless we’re really 
bad—[to] disengage. That’s magical; 
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Democracy and the 
West, completed just 
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that’s the essence of theatre. You've 
got an actor talking to an audience 
Everything else is peripheral—even 
sound, Dave, I'm afraid.” 


GIVEN HOW TIGHTLY knit the cast 


appear, it’s a little disappointing that 
their paths won't cross during the 
production. But the sequencing of 
the monologues let them all develop 
their mutual universe together; peo- 
ple mentioned in one scene are sure 
to pop up again in another 

“] think it'll be the kind of show 
where elbows get thrown,’ Bell- 
Casey says. “ ‘Oh! I remember her. 

“My piece is first, and it sets up a 
hell of a lot of stuff,” Clarke adds. “In 
that way, you feel like you're part of = 
the same play universe, but I’m sure 
the experience is different [for every- 
one] 

He pauses 

“And we'll be high-fiving each 
other as we pass off stage.” v 
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LISTINGS FOR YOU 


ENSEMBLE-AMUSE Jubilee Auditorium (451- 
8000) © Sat. Mar. 15 * Tickets at TicketMaster 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 10185-1065 St (488- 
6611) © CONTAINED-PROTECTION OR PRISON: until 
Apr 18 e NIMAMA: Through the Wisdom of Our 
Grandmother's Hands, We Create a Beautiful Legacy 
for Our Children: Celebration of aboriginal women's 
fine craft, until Apr. 19; artist demonstrations: Mar. 


22-Apr. 19 {Saturdays 1-3pm) © Di Gallery: 
THE FUTURE IS LATER Glass artworks by bs 
Kingdom. Phillip Bandura, Ryan Marsh Fairweather 
and Tim Belliveau; until Apr. 12 


ART BEAT 26 St Anne Street, St Albert, 459.3679 
© TOWN AND COUNTRY: Urban scenes by Kari 
Duke and nature scenes by Andrew Raszewski © 
Until Mar. 31 


THEARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave * THE EXPERIMENT: 
Recent artwo! y Tim Rechner and Fish 
Griwkowsky, curated by Andre Levare. Featuring DJ 
Chomey Lee and a musical performance by the 
Bummers © Fr, Mar. 14 (7-midnight) 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 

- 100, 10230 Jasper Ave (422-6223) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 
10-30am-5pm; Thu 10:30am-8pm (4-8pm free); Sat- 
Sun 11am-5pm © Drop-In Tours: Sat.and Sun 
(12:30, 1:30, 2:30 and 3:30pm) ¢ SEEING 
THROUGH MODERNISM: EDMONTON 1970 — 1985, 
Untii May 4 AWAKENING: THE ART OF IHUMAN. 
exhibits works done by youth in the iHuman Youth 
Society program; until May 4 © GENERATION 
Featuring contemporary North American artists 
whose work incorporates the images, ideals and 
anxieties of North American youth; until Mar. 24 
SMALL: Artistic responses to our sense of balance. 
proportion and scale; until Mar. 24 « WINDOW 
DRESSING: Shane Krepakevich focuses on the his- 
tory and politics of department store window dis- 
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ing from girl-bullies to commix; Mar. 15 (2- 
* All Day Mar. 15 (1-4pm) « 
lembers free: $10 (adult\/S7 {senior/student); $5 
(6-12yrs)/free (Syrs and under)/$20 (family—2 


BOHEMIA CYBER CAFE 11012 Jasper Ave © AAT 
AND MUSAK: Monthly Arty Party featuring local 
metal sculptures ¢ Thu, Mar. 20 (Spm) 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE LALBERTA 9103- 
95 Ave (461-3427) © Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 10am- 
Spm ¢ MELI-MELO: Artworks by Elaine Berglund, 
Paul re hike fica Mage and 
juest Milos Hajek * Mar. 14-Apr, 2 © in 
poten Mar. 14 (7-8:30pm) 7. 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM'S RED GALLERY 9621 
Whyte Ave (498-1984) * Open Mon-Fri 11am-Spm 
© Closed over Christmas * 3 AIVERS—THE ARNO, 
THE NORTH SASKATCHEWAN AND THE PEMBINA: 
Large oil paintings by Christ! Bergstrom with small- 
er paintings 


FINE ARTS BUILDING GALLERY Room 1-1, Fine 
Arts Building, 112 St, 89 Ave (492-2081) * Open 
Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 2-5pm ° THIS WILD SPIRIT: 
WOMEN IN THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS OF CANADA 
A sampling of women’s creative responses—in fic- 
on and travel writing, photographs and paintings, 
embroidery and beadwork, letters and diaries, 
etry and posters—to their experiences in the 
‘ocky Mountains of Canada; until Mar. 22 * 
HIDING IN PLAIN SIGHT: Paintings by Gillian 
Willans; until Mar. 22 


FRINGE GALLERY Paint Spot basement, 10618 
Whyte Ave (432-0240) « ELEUSIS: Artworks 

Cane Botchett, Margaret Braun, E Ross Bradley, 
Vem Busby, Edmund Haakonson, Eileen Heidler, Keith 
Tumbull, and Raymond Theriault © Until Mar, 29 


FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave (488-2952) « 
WIMSEY: Artworks by Courtney Andersen, Sharon 
Busby, C.W. Carson, Wanda Lock, Doug Jamba, Bella 
Totino and Totally Bear Furniture 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER 
UBRARY Main Fl, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496- 
7030) * Open Mon-Fri Sam-Spm; Sat Sam-Hpm; Sun 
1-5pm ¢ /NSIDE OUT: Works by the Edmonton 
Sculptors’ Association © Until Mar. 30 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) « 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 12-4pm ¢ Main 
Gallery: BUSINESS AS USUAL: A re-imagined arctic 
landscape by installation artist and sculptor Lynn 
Richardson © Fromt Room gallery: UVPACKED. 
Installation by Jennifer Pickering ¢ Until Apr. 5 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior 
Centre,10831 University Ave (433-5807) * Open 
Mon-Fri 11:30am-1pm * MEADOWLARK PAINTERS: 
Featuring artworks by Louise Rau, Ruth Harris, 
Esther Koziol and Dorothy Mitchell © Until Mar. 27 
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JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11 
8424) Coe Tue-Fri 8 an tpn eet ase 
4pm © ALBERTA OIL D/O: Paintings 
by artists-in-residence, Susan Abma, Susan Box, 
David Brooks, Patricia Elzinga, Shairi Honey, 
Meco ysl = hough March 
i rough March * 

JO) y [eerhbel 11-85 St (465- 
6171) « nee Mon-Fri Sam-5pm; Sat 10am-5pm * 
Noury Bary al paige’y A Bobet sD 

ry Barry, oil paintin loberge and Don 
fot, Photos by we fs aoe nun” 

i. ani 

Noboru Kubo © Through ‘March les 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St (423-5353) » Open 
Mon-Fri 10am-6pm; Sat noon-5pm © 
ANTECEDENTS: Artworks ai an Wiebe; until 
Mar. 22 # STORIES FROM THE INNER CITY: 
Artworks by C.W. Carson; unti Mar. 22: artist talk: 
Mar. 13 Hem ¢ THE COMMUNITY ARCHIVES: 
DOCUMENTING ARTISTS COLLECTIVELY, OPENLY: 
Performance by Judy Freya Sibayan; Fri, Mar, 14 (7- 
Spm) © Closed for Easter, Mar. 21-24 


THE LOFT GALLERY A.J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd, Sherwood Park (449-4443) « Open 


Thu 5-9pm; Sat 10am-4pm * ABSTRACTS: Artworks 
by the members of the Art Society of Strathcona 
County © Until Mar. 31 


MANDOLIN BOOKS 6419-112 Ave (479-4050) « 
THERE IS A TRICK | CAN DO WITH MIRRORS: 
Photographs by Anthony Easton © Until Mar. 30 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 
St (407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 
1-8pm ¢ EIGHT SOLOS—FUSED BY SILVER; Black 
and white photography by the Monochrome Guild « 
Until Apr. 13 


MCPAG 5411-51 St. Stony Plain (963-2777) © Open 
Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm © Sculptures 
by Rebecca Caron Lienau and paintings by Igor 
Woroniuk; until Mar. 25 © Room Gall 
Photography by Jenny Delaney; until Mar. 20 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 Ste Anne St, St 
Albert (459-1528) * PORTRAITS OF THE NORTH: 
Pencil drawings by Gerald Kuehl and bead and 
needlework from Aboriginal communities * Until 
Apr. 13 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 9704- 
111 Ave (474-7611) © Open Mon, Wed, Fri 9:30am- 
2:30pm; Tue, Thu 9:30am-4pm and 6-Bpm © A 
CELEBRATION OF VOICES LESS HEARD: Edmonton 
Cultural Capital Project; Mar. 15, 10am (door), 1-2pm 
(peformance), reception to follow 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 St 
(452-0286) ¢ Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm © Group 
show, including new works by James Lahey and 
Jonathan Forrest 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 2 12304 Jasper 
Ave (455-7479) ® Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm 
Group show, artworks by Gregory Hardy, Robert 
Wiseman, and Frances thamas 


PORTAL ART GALLERY 9414-91 St (702-7522) « 
Open Tue-Fri 12-8pm; Sat 12-7pm, by appointment 
© MIXED MUSIN. rtworks by Chery! Muth © 

Until Apr, 17 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, 
St Albert (460-4310) ¢ Open Tue-Sat (10am-Spm), 
Thu (10am-8pm) * HIDDEN TALENTS Vil: Featuring 
artworks by the City of St Albert Community 
Services student exhibition; Mar. 13-29 * Opening 
reception: Mar. 13 (7-9pm) ® Drop-in Art for the 
Artist at Heart: Mar, 20 


ROWLES AND COMPANY (0130-103 St, Mezz 
(426-4035) « URBANSCAPES: Paintings by Pauline 
Ulliae. Featuring paintings and sculptures by vari 
ous artists 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave (453 
9100) * Open daily 9-5pm ¢ Orientation Gallery: 
TUKTU PRAYERS: Artworks convey 2 connectior 
between the artists and the wildemess; until Mar 

16 © MUSEUM BY NUMBERS: Photos and facts 
documenting some of the Museum's history * 40 
FABULOUS FINDS: Stories about how certain objects 
have been acquired and how some of the museum 
Spaces were constructed « STORIES FROM THE 
SOUTHESK COLLECTION: Ongoing * On the 
Grounds: Architectural, soulptural and natural 
pieces of art. The On the Grounds quide ¢ 
Government House: Public tours Sat and Sun and 
statutory holidays (11am-4:30pm); phane 427-2281 
information « Wild Alberta: Dngeing gallery * 
Synerade Gallery of Aboriginal Culture: Storie: 

of First Peoples’ history in westem Canada; ongoing 
paney . Netural History Gallery: the 8ug Room 
reasures of the Earth, Fossils, Creatures from the 
Depths of Time and the Bird Gallery; ongoing gallery 
© Self-Guided Tours * Art about the Museum guide 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) * Open 
Tue-Sat 10am-5pm # DUST OF DAYS: Artworks by 
Robert Sinclair * Mar. 15-Apr. 1 * Opening recep- 
tion: Sat, Mar. 15 (2-4pm), artist in attendance 
SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open 
Tue-Sat 12-5pm * WARM SNOW. Printworks by 
Karen Trask; until Apr. 12 ¢ SNAP’S 257TH 
ANNIVERSARY NEWSLETTER PRINT EXHIBITION: EPI 
2008 fundraiser; until Apr. 12 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce 
Grove (962-0864) * THE MIDAS TOUCH: Artworks 
by Julie Kaldenhoven * Until Mar. 29 * Opening 
reception: Mar. 15 (1-4pm) 


THE STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron St (460-5993) « 
Open Thu 12 fii fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-Spm © 
MY CANADA: Oil landscape paintings by Al 
Anderson * Until Mar. 29 

STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park Plaza, St 
Albert (460-5990) * Open: Wed-Fri 10am-fpm; Thu 
12-Bpm; Sat 10am-5pm * NOUVEAU ARTISTE 
Paintings by Miles Constable; until Apr 26 

TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St (452- 
9100) © Pi Day! Activity; Fri, Mar. 14(3:14-Spm) « 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Musical theatre production; 


Sat, Mar, 15 (10a ) * Purdy’s Easter 
Hunt activity; Sat, Mar, 22 (noo! )* a 
‘tra “ Activity; Mar, 22- eel ° 
Gi IN GENOME: Interactive exhibit: Daily 
staring Mar, 19 * MUMMIES: SECRETS OF THE 
oe a film © Margaret Zeidler Star 
jaily 
TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) © Open 
Tue-Sat 1Dam-Spm; Thu 10am-8pm * CREATURE 
AT. Animal sere furniture by Jamie 
Russell * Until Mar. 2 


[AAA GALLERY 31d Fi, Harcourt House, 10215- 
112 St (421-1731) © Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12- 
4pm ¢ UP CLOSE: Artworks by Niki Standing and 
Robert Todrick * Until Apr. 5 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488- 
4892) © Paintings by Steven Armstrong 


LITERARY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) © 
Story Slam; An opportunity for writers to share their 
work, explore their talents and show off ¢ 3rd Wed 
every month © $5 (donation) 


CAFE SELECT 8404-109 St * Factory (West) 
Reading Series; Hosted by Rob McLennan Launch of 
D.M. Bryan's book Gerbi/ Mother, with Mark 
McCawiey, author of Just Another Asshole, Jasmine 
Odor, and Doug Barbour, poet and President of 
NeWest Press * Tue, Mar. 18 (7pm 


CITY ARTS CENTRE (0943-84 Ave (437-9555) 
TALES.—The Alberta League Eneouraging ~ 
Storytelling * Monthly Storytelling Circle: Everyone 
welcome fo tell stones or fo come and listen; 2nd 
Fri each month a to June 2008 (8pm); $3 
admission, first time free 


HULBERT'S 7601-115 St © The Olive Reading 
Series: Poetry, politics and discussion; an open mic 
to follow for new poets © 2nd Tue each month 
(7pm) ¢ Free 


KASBAR LOUNGE Yianni's Taverna, 10444 Whyte 
Ave, www.ravingpoets.com ® Heart Beat: a new 
series of open-stage poetry and improv music with 
the the Raving Poets fan * Every Wed until May 
28 (7:30pm sign-up/Bpm show) 


NORQUEST COLLEGE THEATRE 10215-108 St 
(932-4409) © TA.L.E.S—The Alberta League 
Encouraging Storytelling ® Flight of 
Fancy—Tantalizing TALES from Around the World, 
featuring guest readers Wendy Edey, Jennie Frost, 
David Haas, Kathy Jessup and Laura O'Connor. 
Concert coincides with World Storytelling Week © 
Fri, Mar. 14 (7:30pm) © $16 at TIX on the Square 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 10475-80 Ave (982-4409) 
® TALES —the Alberta League Encouraging 
Storytelling © Story Cafés: open mic opportunity « 
ist Thu every month; 7-9pm; $5 


STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY * Writers Centre « 
A Literary Alberta: Ted Ferguson, author of Back 
Roads, special quest at the EPL Sunday writers 
workshop series, “The Writer's Comer’! Hosted by 
EPL’s Writer-in-Residence, Marilyn Dumont © Sun, 
Mar. 16 (1:30pm) 


STEEPS TEA LOUNGE College Plaza, 11116-82 Ave 
* Spoken word open mic * Last Wed every month 


3 BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Sq (428- 
2200) * WOW-Wired on Words: A creative writing 
process for amateurs and professionals. Every Sun 
item 1:15pm); info e-mail 
bewell.2008@gmail.com * $10 (donation) 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave (422-8174) 
The Poets’ Haven: Monday Night weekly reading 
resented by Stroll of Poets; every Mon night 
5 (door); featuring Philip Jagger, Angela 
kort, Alison Clarke, Alison Owen Nicholls, Ruth 
Anderson Donovan, and Sherrilyn Jahrig; Mar. 17 © 
iters Guild of Alberta presents Seif- 
Censorship and Writing Freely, Wed, Mar. 19 (7pm); 
free; (WGA member)/$5 (non-member); pre-register 
to keverton@writersquild ab.ca or 422-8174 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard 
(459-4099) « 


30pm), $11; Fri (6:30pm $20; 
pm), $20 © Every Wed (8:30pm): 
, $5 © Tim Pulnik; Mar. 13-15 © 
Kris Shaw; Mar. 20-22 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882- 
170 St (483-5999) * Open nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 
10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm © Hit or 
Miss Mondays * Carlos Alazragui from eno 911, 
Mar, 13-15 * Kelly Soloduka, Keith Saranoski, and 
Sean Thompson; Sun, Mar. 16 © Hit or Miss 
Mondays: Mon, Mar. 17 ® Alternative Comedy 
Night: featuring local talent; Tue, Mar. 18 * Todd 
Sawyer, Tyler Hawkins, and Lars Callieou; Mar. 19- 
23 ® 4th Annual search for Edmonton's Funniest 
Person with a Day Job, hosted by Paul Brown; 
Tuesdays until Apr. 8 


FESTIVAL PLACE 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park 
(449-3378/464-2852) ¢ Buddy Wasisname and the 
Other Fellers * $32 at Festival Place box office « 
March 13-16 (7:30pm) 


THE LAUGH SHOP (YUK YUK’S) Londonder 
Mall , 6606-137 Ave. www.thelaughshop.ca (481- 
9857) © Open Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 
0:30pm * Tuesday Amateur Night followed by pro- 
fessional headliner * Wednesday Comedy Challenge 
followed by professional headliner * The “King Of 
Canadian Comedy’ Mike MacDonald with J.P. 
Fournier, Kerry Unger, and Howie Miller; Mar. 14-15 


THEATRE 


CHIMPROV! Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
(448-0695) * Long-form improvisational sketches 
performed by Rapid Fire Theatre's top improvisers * 


¢ MAR 13-MAR 19, 2008 


ARTS 


THE CLOUDS / THE MALCONTENT 
MacEwan College Theatre Lab, lower level 


Every Sat (11pm) last 
He eae ie ) except last Sat of each month 


Grant 


‘wan the Arts, 10045-156 St » 
double bill of one acts that include Aristophanes 
The Clouds and John Marston's The Malcontent « 
Until Mar. 16 (8pm); Mar. 16 (2pm) * $7 at TIX on 
the Square, door 


E DECEMBER MAN (HOMME DE 

Citadel Rice Theatre, 9828-1014 Ay. 

(425-1820) # By Colleen Mupny, directed by 
icheline Chevrier, ae icola Lipman and 

Brian Dooly, When Mare Lépine opened fire in the 
Classroom at Ecole Polytechnique in 1989, Kathtoey 
and Benoit’s son was among the men ordered out, 
of the room, At first the parents feel lucky that he 
was spared, but Jean's young life comes utterly 
unglued. His only thoughts are of what he could 
and should have done. For mature audiences, con 
tent and language oy Not be suitable for all 
patrons * Until Mar. 23 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433 
9399) © Improv soap opera every Mon (Bpm) 


THE DROWNING GIALS pstalyst Theatre, 8529 
Gateway Boulevard « Lv Daniela Viaskalic, Beth 
Graham and Charlie Tomlinson, presented by Bent 
Out of Shape Productions. Three brides and a bath 
tub. Who are they? Why are they there? As th [ 
into the water the women discover the truth off 
their fates intertwine in this story of love and 
al © Mar. 13-23, Tue-Sat (8pm); Sat-Sun (2pm 
$18 (adult)/$15 {students/Sentors(60+)/Equity) at Thy 
on the Square, door 


FAUX MO DIVAS The Third Space, 11516-103 : 
(471-1586) * Northern Paeuieatte * Celine 
Dion, Barbara Streisand, Cher and Madonna—al 
played by local queens. Evening includes food 
cocktails and an art auction of artworks 
Beam * Mar. 15 (7pm) © $25 available at TI 
the Square, 420-1757 


FRAZIER-THE COLLEGE YEARS Jubilation: 
Dinner Theatre, 8882-170 St (484.2424) © Join 
We seek to answer some questions about Frazier 
Crame, mixed to your favourite ‘60s Motown/R&B 
music * Until Apr 6 


HALF LIFE Citadel Shoctor Theatre, 9828-1014 Ave 
(425-1820) ¢ By John Mighton, directed by Danie 
Brooks. Clara and Patrick meet-and fall in love in a 
nursing home. Or are they ese @ passionate 
memory from the 1940s? She has Alzheime 
fuses about his past as a military cod: 

lara's son and Patrick's daughter have diff 
opinions about their parents’ emotionally-charged 
and physical relationship * Until Mar. 30 


HOT MIKADO John L Haar Theatre, Grant 
MacEwan College, Centre for the Arts and 
Communications, 10045-155 St ¢ Musical comedy 
ee by the Theatre Arts and Theatre 
roduction Program, directed by Timothy Ryan 
Based on Gilbert and Sullivan's original The 
Mikado, the theatre will be transformed into a 
small Japanese village located somewhere near 
Harlem, New York City * Until Mar. 15 (8 
erformance on Mar. 13 ¢ $18 (adult doo: 
lady. adult)/$12 (student/senior door)/$9 
dent/senior); advance tickets available at TIX or 
the Square 420-1757 


THE KITCHEN WITCHES Mayfield Dinner Theatr 
16615-109 Ave (483-4051) By Caroline Smith *_ 
Isobel Lomax and Dolly Biddle are two “mature” 7 
cooking show hostesses who have hated each othe 
for 30 years then circumstances put them together 
ona TV show called “The Kitchen Witches” * Unt! 
Apr. 13 © Buffet and show: $49-$79 


LANGUAGE AND CONTENT Jeky!l and Hyde ° 
10610-100 Ave (297-3675) * Image Theatres 
monthly reading series. This month's reading 
include Trina Davies’ West of the 3rd Meridia 
Melissa Major's solo piece Unicorn Homs, day 
tation of Roald Dahl's The Swan: and an installr 
of My Crazy Roommate. Also featured is Kur. 
Spenrath’s new play The Trillionaires * Last Ni 
avery month (7pm door, 8pm show) * Pay-what 
you-can (suggested donation $5) 


THE LONESOME WEST Roxy Theatre, 10708 
St * Atlas Theatre EP {with Theatre Netw 
Dark comedy about two Irish brothers who b 
over the rights to their late father’s inheritan 
Until Mar. 23, Tue-Sat (8pm), Sun (2pm) * $25 
(opening night: Mar. 13)/$20 (Two-For-One Tue 
Mar. 18/820 (adult}/$15 (student/senior) at 1! 
the Square 

A MUST-BE: MASKIHKIY MASKWA ISKWEVY 
“MASKWA" [MEDICINE BEAR WOMAN) 
Winspear Centre * A Play {in progress} in Respo 
to Yvonne Johnson, an excerpt will be shawn at th 
Community Arts Celebration presented by Old Earth 
Productions * See Reading: Sun, Mar 16 (20 
Performance: Mar. 16 (6pm) * Free 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 103222) 
(448-0695) © Presented by Rapid Fire Theatre 
Teams of improvisers create sketches on the 
based on audience sui postions, and have the 
evaluated by a team of heartless judges * Eve 
(11pm) © Tickets available by phone 


THREE VIEWINGS Varscona Theatre, 0329-0 °v 
© Shadow Theatre, by Jeffrey Hatcher, staring 
Patricia Bell-Casey, Dave Clarke, and Davina 
Stewart. In a funeral parlour, three stories inte! 7 
weave to portray the deceased, the bereaved an ” 
those left fehind as they go to extraordinary lengl Ls 
to hold on to memories, money, life and love * if 
13-30; Tue-Sat {8pm} Sat-Sun (2pm) * Opening 9" 
$22: weeknights and Sunday matinees: $19 
(adult//$16 pada ear weekends: $22 
ladult}/$19 (student/senior) at TIX on the Square 


VAGINA MONOLOGUES Myer Horowitz Thea! 
Students‘ Union Building, Uof As By Bats Ens 
* Benefit performance * Mar. 25 (7pm s! "4 
auction; 8pm show} * $15 at the HUB, SUB, 
infolink booths, door 


of robotic idea of politeness, spread 
through the isolated world of the film 
like some infectious disease. These 
boys move from one country house, 
one family, to another, each time exact- 
ing a basically identical program of hor- 
rifically violent disaster. They penetrate 
the home through feigning innocence 
and asking an innocuous favour, then 
disarm the resident patriarch and 
engage the entire clan in a game of ter- 
ror whose rules are childishly simple yet 
hopelessly fixed in the assailants’ 
favour. Watching their campaign unfold 
is like bearing witness to a nightmare of 
such deadening inevitability as to be, 
above all, wearying. ‘ 

For those following the work of Aus- 
trian filmmaker Michael Haneke, 
watching Funny Games will also pro- 
voke considerable déja vu. Haneke's 
not only remaking his own 1997 Aus- 
trian film of the same name, but deliv- 
ering a shot-by-shot duplication: the 
story, characters, even the lighting, 
props and layout of the house have 
been lovingly recreated, only this time 
in English and with English-language 
actors. The duplication’s so precise 
that while watching the new film the 
viewer can’t help but become distract- 
ed by the most incidental shift in detail 
(Hey, there’s soy milk in the fridge!). 

With regard to the performances, it’s 
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BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vuaweekly.com 
Africa. We still talk about it like one big 
country, a monolithic, monochromatic 
place. And cinema isn’t helping—few 
lilms reflecting the richly diverse, complex 
ie {and about 2000 languages) in 
inent ; jing us. Even the 
nefaah aje nem ie 
Sembene’s final film, Moolaadé, was 
Something of a sop to well-meaning West- 
erners in its slanted story. 

Now, between a homegrown epic that 
projects a Western-convenient picture 
and a documentary that lets the West off 
the hook, only showing irresponsibility 
within, the hope at the end of two DVD 
releases seems more and harmful 
than the glossy picture of a rosy savan- 
nah sunset in a safari brochure. 

The Yacoubian Building, adapted trom 
ae el-Aswany’s bestselling novel by 
ie Marawan Hamed and screenwriter 

‘ahid Hamed, presents an easy-to-under- 
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hard to gauge what's largely a matter 
of linguistic familiarity. Peter and Paul, 
here played by Brady Corbet and 
Michael Pitt, do seem slightly more 
textured. Their victims, Ann, George 
and Georgie, likewise have one or two 
moments that caught me off guard. 
Executive producer Naomi Watts, who 
seems to possess a special interest in 
horror remakes (see The Ring, The Ring 
2, King Kong and, coming soon, The 
Birds) is certainly committed, while 


stand Africa that fits into simple precon- 
ceptions. A soapy drama centred on a sto- 
ried art-deco residence in Cairo, the movie 
moves from labourers in small, makeshift 
shelters on the rooftop down to lazing, rich 
businessmen in their lavish apartments. 

The two-and-a-half-hours-plus goes 
sleekly, but the operatic flourishes and 
stratosphere-soaring score threaten to suck 
all realism out of the movie's social strata 
cross-section. A sense of Egypt's ingrained 
class system (almost a caste system) 
comes across, though simplistically. People 
hide behind masks of respectability, while 
betrayals and power grabs lurk in a skin- 
deep democracy—under-the-table deals 
and insider corruption truly reign. 

That picture of Egypt, though, combines 
with a steady assault on Islam and a 
deeply retrograde homophobia to offer a 
handy Western guide to the country. Leer- 
ing patriarchs get their way thanks to con- 
venient interpretations of the Koran, but 
when the zealous imam starts preaching 
about Egypt becoming a religious state 
and the searching young man hits the 
desert for terrorist training camp, we're 


well into thinly veiled anti-Islam territory. — 


Islam is only cast as anti-democratic. 


Tim Roth, in a role previously played 
by the late Ulrich Mithe, creates what 
for me is by far the film’s most affect- 
ing moment, the scene in which 
George, suffering unimaginable shock, 
barely able to stand, asks his wife to 
forgive him for not being able to some- 
how prevent the catastrophe that’s 
beset their family. Overall, however, 
both versions prompted exactly the 
same response in me: intrigue, fol- 
towed by a period of extreme anxiety 
and repulsion, followed by utter, exas- 
perating boredom, and, once the film 
was through, a degree of grudging 
intellectual appreciation. 


THE OSTENSIBLE POINT of Funny Games 
is to function as a critique of the com- 
modification of violence through 


Only homosexuality is worse, painted 
as a decadent, duplicitous, unholy (and 
probably foreign) sin that not only indi- 
rectly kills a child, but leads to thievery 
and creates a murderer. Given the 
panoply of native, pre-colonial sexualities 
across the continent that are increasingly 
not being spoken about thanks to bigoted 
leaders and a simplistic, Western notion 
of sexuality and gay rights, the storyline 
here is even more crooked. The 
Yacoubian Building slums around in the 
basement when it could have shown 
some messy, lived-in corners of a down- 
to-earth, honest-to-god African nation. 


MICHAEL SKOLNIK’S Without the King 
presents the leader of Swaziland, a small 
landlocked country nestled between 
South Africa and Mozambique that's the 
continent's only absolute monarehy (other 
spikes on that crown include Brunei, Vati- 
can City and Liechtenstein). As an 18- 
year-old son succeeding his father to the 
polygamous position of supreme ruler, 
King Mswati IIl came to power in 1986. 
Skolnik has easy access to the royal 
family, particularly the eldest daughter. 
Princess Sikhanyiso prefers to be known 
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numerous, highly calculated attempts 
at subverting audience expectations. 
We might expect to see exciting, 
dynamic violence; we might expect 
suspense; we might expect to see the 
antagonists undone by some mixture 
of ingenuity on the part of their adver- 
Saries and unpredictable forces from 
the world beyond this house under 
siege; Haneke denies us these things. 
The problem is that what he’s put in 
their place are alienation techniques 
you might expect from some annoy- 
ingly smarty-pants film student, such 
as having the antagonists condescend- 
ingly talk directly to the camera or pick 
up a remote control and rewind back a 
few minutes so they can correct events 
in a way that suits them better. There 
are simply no real rules to Funny 


as Pashu, fancies herself a rapper and 
generally acts and talks like a cool, 
middle-class London teenager. Her person- 
al story—Pashu leaves for California to 
study in a Catholic college—takes up too 
much time, though, when the film could 
focus more sharply and affectingly on the 
gulf between the King and his subjects. 
Shots of a fleet of luxury cars and omate 
palace rooms contrast bitterly with the 
sight of people walking about Gamula 
Township to their shacks, forced to rely on 
stagnant water and World Food Programme 
handouts. The King has seven royal resi- 
dences and a large stake in the country's 
real estate, sugar and media industries; his 
worth is in the billions. But most Swazis are 


living on less than 63 cents a day and a. 


staggering 40 per cent have HIV or AIDS. 

The King uses amiable, empty rhetoric, 
meaninglessly rolling out the word “peo- 
ple” like Bush flies the banner-term “free- 
dom.” But just how many of the “people” 
oppose the King? Has the grip of poverty 
and AIDS throttled the relatively luxurious 
will to rise up, in a land that seems a lit- 
tle like pre-Revolution France? 

Without the King also doesn’t explain 
the monarchy’s debt to its British colonial 
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Games, a fact which no doubt upsets 
our bourgeois notions of cathartic 
drama, but nonetheless does little to 
implicate us any further in what's 
unfoldirig, because to implicate us 
we'd need to care a lot more. 

I greatly admire the films Haneke’s 
made since the first Funny Games 
Code Unknown, The Piano Teacher, 
Time of the Wolf and Caché all suc- 
ceed where Funny Games fails: they 
make a deeply troubling spectacle of 
violence and withhold information as 
a Way to coerce our active participa- 
tion with the narrative and the layers 
of significance inherent in it. In his 
Cineaste review, Richard Porton sug- 
gests that Funny Games “is best 
addressed not in terms of whether it 
actually works on screen, but as an 
object that spews out ideas.” 

I suppose you do need to actually 
see Funny Games to be able to appre- 
ciate what it has to offer. But do you 
need to see it in two languages? Do 
you even need to see it twice? And 
furthermore, does a violent film need 
to be so loftily schematic to engage us 
in questioning how we consume 
and/or become disaffected by vio- 
lence? If viewers are required to be 
self-reflexive anyway, could they not 
be just as provoked by a smart genre 
film, say one by Hitchcock, Verhoven 
or Cronenberg, that’s infused with 
ideas, auto-critiques and still delivers 
the goods with regards to emotional 
investment in story and characters? v 


continue to fail to look deep into the heart of Africa 


legacy or to African traditions. Some seem 
selectively chosen and confused with 
‘Catholic missionary ideas—by a leadership 
preoccupied with notions of being a pre- 
colonial land—as with the King's hypocriti- 
cal celibacy campaign against AIDS while 
he was still picking virgins to be his wives. 
And Skolnik ignores the corroding influence 
and neglect of global capitalism in bed with 
repressive regimes—Coca-Cola has its con- 
centrate plant in the country and con- 
tributes 40 per cent of Swaziland’s GDP. 

We don't need cooing, breathy vocals to 
be shaken by the tour of an AIDS orphan- 
age, or forced to read subtitles when Swazis 
speak English. And the final scene, wrongly, 
is the Princess’ vague talk of hope for the 
future after she goes to the orphanage, 
unjustly eclipsing the articulate, passionate 
criticisms from the many activists and oppo- 
nents who hail from political groups that are 
banned, tracked, or rounded up. 


When Without the King surveys that” 


rocky, riven terrain where the groundwork 
for revolt is being laid, it intrigues, but 
like too many films from or about a 
dense, deep, far-from-dark continent, it 
doesn’t explore far enough for the right 
questions, let alone answers. w 
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Canadian shorts prefer to look on the dark side 


OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 
films in Canada’s Top Ten 
Short Films can be classified 


in three categories: drama, 
documentary and experimental. 
Apparently Canada wasn’t very funny 
in 2007: two of the three “comedies” 
are more suited to that experimental 
category. “I Have Seen the Future” is 
an animated and musical narrative 
about a young man playing tennis 
with his father one sunny, South Cal- 
gary day, only to be bullied by kids 
half his age. The other, “Terminus,” is 
indeed funny—wickedly—but also a 
Lynchian horror. it's about a transit 
passenger haunted by a cinder block 
monster. It follows him to work, to a 
doctor appointment and hovers over 
him in as he sleeps. 

The other comedy, “Les Grands’— 
one of the many Québec gems in 
the program—is a sweet and amus- 
ing schoolyard soap with an all-kid 
cast. It follows three bullied boys in 
their plot to exact revenge on their 
assailant, while trying to predict his 
next move by decoding hockey card 
clues. 

The program also profiles some of 
the country’s best animations—truly 
Canada’s best strength when it 
comes to the visual storytelling. 
Aside from “I Have Seen the Future”, 
audiences get to see “Madame Tutli- 
Putli,” which takes great leaps in the 
area of stop-motion filmmaking. The 
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realism with which the Oscar-nomi- 
nated, Cannes-winning directors 
sculpt these characters, while still 
maintaining an important imagina- 
tion, will stun. It follows a woman’s 
frightening ride on a train, amongst 
creeps in her bunker, and bigger 
creeps in her dreams. “I Met the Wal- 
Tus,” the now very popular animated 
John Lennon interview, plays in its 
second consecutive run at Metro. (It 
was just featured in the Ottawa Inter- 
national Animation Festival 
program.) 

“Farmer's Requiem,” told by 87- 
year-old farmer Victor McGregor (who 
died before the picture's release) is a 
touching documentary. Using McGre- 
gor’s narration, a farmer's brief mem- 
oir, director Ramses Madine tells a 
second story, about Canada’s dying 
farming culture. With time-lapse pho- 
tography, he cuts together painful, 
black-and-white shots of dilapidated 
bams and dead crops. 


BUT IT'S THE TWO starkest dramas that 


will resonate most with movie lovers. 


Even though “Code 13” is drawn-out, 
and its climax almost laughable, it is 
still an atmospheric triumph. The mod- 
em-day film noir follows an isolated 
and gloomy Montréal cabbie on an 
exhausting double shift. His fatigue 
brings upon a terrible accident, causing 
him to act desperately out of character 
“The Colony,” however, is perfect 
The Cronenberg-esque story, told with 
Tarantino zazz, follows an injured bush 


Fe, 
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worker's descent into madness. After 
he arrives home to find his pregnant 
girlfriend gone, and seemingly replaced 
with cockroaches, he indulges in drugs 
until he loses sense of space, time and 
everything else. Writer and director Jeff 
Barnaby is one to watch, mark my 
words; the way in which he teases the 
timeline, and uses light to terrify the 
character and audience, is like the 
work of a veteran filmmaker. 
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The only two shorts that fail t, 
Satisfy do so on part of the story 
tellers, not the stories themselves 
“Dust Bow! Ha! Ha!” is a very Cana. 
dian story of a blue collar father |e(; 
unemployed when the factory 
unexpectedly shuts down. The first 
half of his day is spent introspex 
tively, with a verbose voice-oye, 
rambling about the hurt; the second 
half is spent the same way, by; 
without a narration. It has a touch 
ing ending, but it meanders the 
whole way there. 

The other disappointment is “Poo ' 
which would be better served as 5 
magazine article than a documentary 
It profiles a group of Indonesian boy: 
who survived the devastating 200 
tsunami and developed aquaphob 
In a pool that’s floored with tile 
spelling “US AID,” they try to ove 
come their fears. Unfortunately, the 
director doesn’t take us close enough 
to these boys or their struggles. He 
merely overplays interviews with 
rigid, poorly photographed shots o/ 
them swimming. 

There are two conclusions made by 
this years run of the nation’s best 
shorts: one, Canadian filmmakers ar: 
fixed on the more grim things in life 
which is not at all new to Canadia: 
Film Theory students; two, Québe 
far exceeds the rest of the nation | 
filmmaking, which, again, is no! 
new notion. w 
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Zeitgeist: agitprop or eye- Bee ning tale? 


SHEAYLE CARLSON / sheryle@vuewaokly.com 
eligion is an illusionary belief 
Re= instated for control of 
he masses. The 9/11 attacks 
in the US were an inside job by the 
push administration. The banking 
system is a highly evolved scheme 
keeping the rich and elite in power. 

Does any of this sound familiar? 
sound a little kooky? For conspiracy 
buffs, these topics are hardly new, but 
for the six million or more people 
watching the online video Zeitgeist, 
these ideas must have some novelty. 
Rated the top-watched Google video 
for months, Zeitgeist is a slick mixed 
media presentation split into a tripar- 
tite of controversial claims (noted 
above), concluding that the global rul- 
ing elite are conspirators in control- 
ling the masses—and you. 

The term “conspiracy” is hardly a 
lightweight term, although defined in 
law, a conspiracy is an agreement by 
two or more persons to commit a 
crime, fraud or other wrongful act. 
Most of us, though, tend to affiliate 
the word on a grander scandalous 
scale, or immediately tagged with 
“theory.” And after watching Zeitgeist 
you may well be inspired to ask the 
question (likely again and again): why 
do conspiracy theories exist? 

People seek to blame scapegoats— 
politicians, CEOs—rather than our- 
selves. Maybe we're just trying to make 
sense in a world where the political 
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economic affairs of society's power 
structure is convoluted and constant. In 
a climate of information overload, 
there's a lot we can't understand. And 
then maybe the simple and overused 
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Mainstream media rhetoric and heavy- 
handed corporate editorials are just too 
ridiculous to earnestly consider. A valid 
reason we have conspiracy theories is 
that many conspiracies do indeed exist. 

But it really depends on your own 
position in life, biases you may have 
already formed, and in this writer’s 
opinion, how trusting you are to any- 
one or anything that has some kind of 
control in your life. From implanting 
ID microchips to the construction of a 
one-world government, Zeitgeist cer- 
tainly evokes a sense of powerless- 
ness. If the spirit of our time, which 


the title translates into, is as malicious 
and as the film presents, then we 
have a lot to be concerned about 


BUT IS THE ALM propaganda or a well- 


researched think piece? One writer 
from realitysandwich.com calls the film 
an “outlandish, grandiose, and paranoid 
take on reality,” but admits “there are 
hefty kernels of truth rattling around 
throughout.” Like the film Loose 
Change: The Truth Behind 9/11, Zeitgeist 
has spurred plenty of discussion online 
about the validity of its claims. Film- 
maker Peter Joseph's hope is that “peo- 


ple will not take what is said in the film 
as the truth, but find out for themselves, 
for truth is not told, it is realized.” 

Even for the sceptics Zeitgeist does 
make a compelling phantasmagoric 
journey through the underbelly of 
modern history. Religions are perpet- 
ually created as mirrors of them- 
selves. The official 9/11 story does 
have conflicting claims, and the bank- 
ing system can arguably be shown to 
be run by a cartel of longstanding 
elites. While this fodder has been pop- 
ular by the naysayers of the prevailing 
social order, the film's tone of credi- 
bility has made the main staple of 
conspiracy theories accessible to the 
common person even slightly disillu- 
sioned to the current state of affairs 

Joseph’s own discovery (consider 
the film a timeline of such) is to 
“inspire people to start looking at the 
world from a more critical perspective 
and to understand that very often 
things are not what the population at 
large thinks they are.” 

Want to be inspired? Marked as Z- 
Day, Mar 15 will feature worldwide 
screenings of Zeitgeist, with 688 public 
events and over 1000 private screen- 
ings registered on the film’s website 
It will provide a chance for people to 
come out and watch the film with the 
new agers and cynics, or at least 
encourage people to view it for free 
online, where they can wonder about 
life and Zeitgeist’s claims all alone. v 
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JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

The final pair of films screening this 
weekend in Metro Cinema’s David Cro- 
nenberg mini-retrospective, his most 
recent, helped to restore the director's 
commercial viability. This could be attrib- 
uted to what at first-glimpse might seem 


“like a deliberate shift toward less repul- 


sive subject matter than is characteristic 
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of Cronenberg's films, and toward a more 
crowd-pleasing genre. To be sure, A His- 
tory of Violence (2005) and Eastern 
Promises (06) are both thrillers through 
and through, yet they're hardly routine 
exercises. They in fact constitute a 
thoughtful reconsideration and dynamic 
recontextualization of one of the most 
compelling themes running through the 
Cronenberg canon. We might call it the 
beast within. 

Though ostensibly based on a pretty 
pedestrian graphic novel, A History of 
Violence reveals itself to be the product 
of a formidable noir lineage. Like the 
heroes of The Killers (1946), Out of the 
Past ('47) or Act of Violence ('48), to name 
just a few of the very best films in the 
original noir cycle, Tom Stall has invested 
in a respectable, quiet life in a quaint 
American town where no one knows 
what shadows lurk in his past. But, as 
was the case with his predecessors, the 
shadows find him anyway. Tom’s own 
family comes to realize they don’t know 
who he really is, that he’s been playing a 
part for as long as they've known him. 
But the idea of role playing creeps into 
the film before Tom's violent impulses 
involuntarily announce themselves: we 
see Tom and his wife Edie, for instance, 
pretending to be teenagers as a method 
of sexual arousal. And though Tom's 
secret history is particularly characterized 
by brutal violence, the violence that re- 
enters his life forms a sort of chain reac- 
tion beyond his own actions: we see his 
son Jack transform from a passive victim 
of bullies to an aggressive combatant. As 
with so many Cronenberg films, it’s pro- 
posed that the seed of transgression is 
planted somewhere within each of us. In 
this case it just happens to appear genet- 
ic in origin 

Eastern Promises immerses us into an 
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altogether different milieu: urban, gritty, 
multicultural and far more overtly danger. 
ous, the London our protagonists inhabit 
is multifaceted and labyrinthine to the 
degree that entire, densely populated 
social orders can operate without draw 
ing the attention of authorities or othe; 
outsiders. That is until Anna finds a dia: y 
that once belonged to the young female 
Slave of the Russian mafia. And it’s nly 
much later in the story that the content: 
of this diary bring her into close contact 
with Nikolai, a chauffeur and tough-as 
nails errand boy who also hides secrets 
though much of his biography is tattove: 
on his hardened body. For those who 
haven't yet seen the film, it's best to 
leave it at that. 

Cronenberg’s worked with numerous 
superb, like-minded actors throughout his 
career, yet none seem to have emerged 
so wholly from his own psyche as Viggo 
Mortensen, who stars in both of these 
films. As opposite as they first appear, 
Tom and Nikolai share a number of traits 
that make the actor playing them seem 
like the utter embodiment of Cronenberg's 
ideal male protagonist: they're equally 
capable with both their intellect and their 
bodies; they're duplicitous and betray any 
comfortable notion of a hero having a 
fixed identity; and, in scenes of bracing 
action, their dazzling responses to mortal 
threat convey an animalistic impulse 
waiting below the surface. Cronenberg 
and Mortensen have proven to be one of 
the great directoractor teams in movies 
Here’s hoping they find yet another daz 
zling variation under which to collaborate 
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BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

Back in 1999, | used to follow the explo! 
of Dawson, Pacey, Joey and Jen as they 
moped their way through their teen year 
all angst and artifice, each new wee 
presenting a new life-changing crisis an’ 
an opportunity to learn some serious le: 
sons about how to get through your adi 
lescent years unscathed by your ow! 
overwhelming emotions. When | was 
fantasizing about a freaky fourway w' it 
Joey, Jen and that other blonde gir — 
y know, the one with the gay brother—| 
was watching Fight Club. Little did | kno\ 
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F ae a lot like Tom 
jesn't have any zits or vocal 
ms, moves to Orlando 
too much. (Oh yeah, the 
ing to escape the memo- 
dad, who died after driving 
n he gets there he meets this 
Baja (Amber Heard) who likes 
he thinks. She invites him to 
party because her boyfriend Ryan 
sam Gigandet) wants to fight him, 
because he has won the local Mixed 
Martial Arts competition, like, two years 
in a row, and since everyone saw Jake 
one-punch a guy on YouTube after that 
guy had poked fun at his dad’s death, 
Ryan has ta prove how tough he is. 

But then we find out that Baja really 
did like Jake all along, that she didn't 
want to double cross him like that, but 
she had to because she would be nothing 
without Ryan. You see, she was a new 
kid once too—in fact, she and Jake aren't 
all that different. But Ryan took a shine to 
her and now she’s “popular” and stuff, 
and in her old school she was a loser, so 
it’s, like, totally complicated now. Oh 
yeah, and there's some nerdy guy always 
hanging around eating burgers and saying 
things like “Brawlin’!” 

Anyway, | bet you can imagine how it 
all works out (You mean he gets the girl 
and he wins the fight? Dude!). Never 
Back Down is even more homoerotic than 
real Mixed Martial Arts competitions, has 
way less cool sexy scenes than Dawson's 
Creek—even though the Creek was set in 
duck boot country Massachusetts while 
this movie is set in Orlando—and one 
can only hope the movie is a product of 
the writers’ strike. The only cool part, and 
the reason it gets one star, is that it con- 
tains not one but two ‘80s-style montage 
sequences. Okay, so, Dawson's Creek, 
Fight Club and a little bit of Karate Kid. 


ivmeOrontyson 
Ces fr ‘one of the ‘most ingenious 


conta 00 mammoths and had 
Anthony Burgess create an entire lan- 
f ne speak. The sole plot 
the film was the discovery, capture and 
transfer of fire. As a result of the film's 
strict adherence to authenticity, it is 
almost completely unwatchable. 
10,000 BC, on the other hand, is very 


pegicnan quiring nothing but your eyes 
and your promis nad laugh out loud. 


Mesoli hic n of the world 
where A\ : Mongols and 
Indones ls apart—a blue- 
eyed gi a multicultur- 
al, made pea tribe. The 
matriarchy be the girl, Evolet, omi- 


nous, 80 a chiva 
Goes to secure the tribe's prosperity. 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 


OUS mammoth hunter — 


A\l showtimes are subject to change at 
ay are. Please contact theatre to con- 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 
8084 Connaught Dr, Janper. 852-4749 
10,000 BC (PG, 


violence) 
Fri-Sat 7:00. 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00; Sat- 
Sun 1:30 


HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 
Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00; Sat- 
Sun 1:30 


CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 
120 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 
PENELOPE (PG) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:30, 4:00, 6:50, 9:25; Sat 
1:30, 4:00, 6:50, 9:25, 11:45 


MEET THE SPARTANS (144, crude 
content) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 2:05, 4:55, 7:35, 9:50; Sat 
2:05, 4:55, 7:35, 9:50, 11:55 


UNTRACEABLE (184, gory scenes, 
disturbing content) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 7:30, 10:00; Sat 7:30, 
10:00, 12:20 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:30, 7:00, 9:10; Sat 
1:35, 4:30, 7:00, 9:10, 11:25 


MAD MONEY (PG, coarse language) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:15, 4:10, 6:45, 9:75; Sat 
1:15, 4:10, 6:45, 9:15, 11:30. 


CLOVERFIELD (714A, frightening 
scenes) 

Fn, Sun-Thu 2:00, 4:40, 7:10, 9:30; Sat 
2:00, 4:40, 7:10, 9:30, 11:40 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF 
THE DEEP (PG) 
Daily 1:50, 4:45 


SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON 
BARBER OF FLEET STREET (185A, 
gory scenes) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:25, 7:00, 9:45; Sat 
1:40, 4:25, 7:00, 9:45, 12:16 


PS. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse lan- 
guage) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:05, 6:55, 9:35; Sat 
1:20, 4:05, 6:55, 9:35, 12:10 


1 AM LEGEND (144, frightening 
scenes) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:50, 7:25, 9:55; Sat 
1:55, 4:50, 7:25, 9:55, 12:05 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chil- 
dren) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:30, 4:15, 7:20, 9:50; Sat 
1:80, 4515, 7:20, 9:50, 12:15 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Fd, Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:35, 7:05, 9:40; Sat 
1:45, 4:35, 7:05, 9:40, 12:00 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Dally 1:10, 8:10, 5:05, 7:15 


INTO THE WILD (144) 
Daily 9:20 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
14231 137th Avenue, 732-2296 


HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 
No Passes Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12;00, 
1:00, 2:10, 3:20, 4:30, 5:30, 6: 200, 
9:00, 1 Tue 12:00, 
4-30, 5:30, 6:40, 8:00, 9:00, 10:10; Star 
and Strollers Screening: no passes Tue 
1:00 
DOOMSDAY (185A, brutal violence, aory 


Scenes) 
Dally 1:30, 4:10, 7:45, 10:15 


NEVER BACK DOWN (14A, violence) 
Daily 1:40, 4:20, 7:20, 10:05 


COLLEGE ROAD TRIP (G) 
Dally 12:20, 2:30, 5:10, 7:15, 9:20 


10,000 B.C. (PG, violence) 

Daily 1:10, 2:15, 3:40, 5:00, 6:30, 7:40, 
9:15, 10:25 

THE BANK JOB (144A, mature themes, 


nudity, violence) 
Daily 1:50, 5:15, 7:50, 10:30 


SEMI-PRO (144, coarse language) 
Daily 12:50, 3:10, 5:25, 8:10, 10:20 
THE OTHER BOLEYN GIRL (14A) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:20, 3:50, 6:50, 
9:40; Tue 3:50, 6:50, 9:40; Star and 
Strollers Screening: Tue 1:00 
VANTAGE POINT (14A, violence) 
Daily 1:45, 4:00, 7:10, 9:30 

BE KIND REWIND (PG) 

Daily 9:50 aT | 
THE SPDERWICK CHRONICLES 


frightening scenes) 
har 12:10, 2:20, 4:40, 7:25 ) 


STEP UP 2 THE STREETS (PG) - 
Daily 12:05 


JUMPER (PG, violence, coarse lan- 


guage) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 12:40, 2:50, 5:20, 7:30, 
10:00; Sat 3:05, 5:20, 7:30, 10:00 


ee ay ee, 2:40, 4:50, 7:00, 
METROPOLITAN OPERA: PETER 


GRIMES (Classification not available} 
Sat 11:30 am 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


1525-99 St, 496-8585 
HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 
No Passes Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:00, 
1:00, 2:15, 3:15, 4:30, 5:30, 


, 6 
Strollers: No Passes Tue 200 


DOOMSDAY (18A, brutal violence, gory 
scenes) 
Daily 1:40, 4:40, 7:45, 10:30 


NEVER BACK DOWN (4A, violence) 
Dally 1:10, 4:10, 7:15, 10:00 


COLLEGE ROAD TRIP (G) 
Daily 12:10, 2:30, 5:00, 7:20, 9:40 


10,000: BC (PG, violence) 
Daily 12:15, 1:15, 3:00, 4:00, 6:30, 
7:30, 9:20, 10:20 


THE BANK JOB (144, mature themes, 
nudity, violence) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:45, 4:45, 7:50, 
10:30; Tue 4:45, 7:50, 10:30; Star and 
Strollers Screening: Tue 1:00 


SEMI-PRO (14A, coarse language) 
Dally 12:40, 3:10, 5:40, 8:15, 10:45 


THE OTHER BOLEYN GIRL (14) 
Daily 12:50, 3:40, 7:10, 9:50 


BE KIND REWIND (PG) 
Dally 2:10, 5:20, 8:00, 10:45 


VANTAGE POINT (144, violence) 
Daily 2:00, 4:20, 7:45, 10:10 


FOOL'S GOLD (PG, violence) 

Daity 9:30 

JUNO (14A, coarse language, mature 
themes) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:20, 3:50, 6:45, 9:15; Sat 
3:50, 6:45, 9:15 


THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES 
(PG, frightening scenes) 
Daily 12:45, 3:30, 6:50. 


JUMPER (PG, violence, coarse lan- 
guage) 

Fri-Tue, Thu 1:30, 4:15, 8:10, 10:40; 
Wed 1:30, 4:15, 10:40 


HANNAH MONTANA AND MILEY 
CYRUS: BEST OF BOTH WORLDS 
DISNEY 3D (G) 

Digital Fri-Sat, Mon-Thu 12:30, 2:40, 
4:50, 7:00, 9:10; Sun 12:30, 2;40, 4:40, 
7:00, 9:10 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: PETER 
GRIMES (Classification not available) 
Sat 11:30 am. 


CINEPLEX WEST MALL 8 
9882-170 St. 444-1929 


MAD MONEY (PG, coarse language) 
Fri 4:10, 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:10, 
6:50, 9:10; Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:10 


CLOVERFIELD (144, frightening 


scenes) 

Fri 4:40, 7:30, 9:45; Sat-Sun 12:40, 
2:40, 4» i 45; Mon-Thu 7:30, 
9:45 

SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON 
BARBER OF FLEET STREET (134, 
gory scenes) 

Daily 8:45 

P.S. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse lan- 
guage) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 6% 30, 9,00; Sat-Sun 
12:50, 3:45, 6:30, 9:00 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 

Fri 5:00, 7:15, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:45, 
2:45, 5:00, 7:15, 9:30; Mon-Thu 7:15, 
9:30 

ENCHANTED (G) 

Fri 4:15, 6:40, 9:15; Sat-Sun 1:15, 4:15, 
640, 9:15; Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:15 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Fri 4:45, 6:45; Sat-Sun 12:30, 2:30, 
4:45, 6:45; Mon-Thu 6:45 


1. AM LEGEND (14A, frightening scenes) 
Fri 4:20, 7:20, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:20, 
7:20, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:40 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, vio- 
lence, not recommended for young chil- 


dren) 
Fri 4:00, 7:00, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 
7:00, 9:20; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:20 


FILM 


CITY CENTRE 9 


1020-102 Ave, 421-7020 
HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 12:00, 
2:15, 4:35, 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 9:45, 
12:00, 2:15, 4:35, 6:50, 9:10 


HANNAH MONTANA AND MILEY 

CYRUS: BEST OF BOTH WORLDS 

DISNEY 3D (G) 

No Passes, Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, 

Mon-Thu 11:45, 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:15; 

Sem 9:30, 11:45, 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 
15 


NEVER BACK DOWN (144, violence) 
as Digital Daily 12:50, 3:20, 7:20, 
10:00 


THE OTHER BOLEYN GIRL (14) 
DTS Digital Daily 12:30, 3:10, 6:30, 9:30 


10,000 BC (PG, violence) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Daily 1:00, 3:40, 
7:10, 9:50 


DOOMSDAY (184, brutal violence, gony 
scenes) 
DTS Digital Daily 1:10, 3:50, 7:30, 10:05 


MISS PETTIGREW LIVES FOR A DAY 
(PG) 

DTS Digital Fri-Wed 1:30, 4:10, 6:35, 
9:00; Thu 1:30, 4:10, 6:35 


IN BRUGES (184, violence, coarse lan- 
guage) 

DTS Digital Fri-Wed 1;20, 4:00, 6:40, 
9:40; Thu 1:20, 4:00, 9:40 


THE BANK JOB (14A, mature themes, 
nudity, violence) 

DTS Digital Daily 12:40, 3:20, 7:30, 
10:10 


4211-199 Ave, $72-7600 
THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES 


(PG, frightening scenes) 
Daily 1:40, 4:25 


JUMPER (PG, violence, coarse lan- 
guage) 

Daily 2:10, 5:00, 7:25, 9:50 
VANTAGE POINT 144, violence) 
Daily 7:30, 9:55 


SEMI-PRO (14A, coarse language) 
Daily 1:30, 4:20, 7:20, 9:45 


COLLEGE ROAD TRIP (G) 
Daily 12:40, 2:45, 4:50, 7:05, 9:10 


10,000 BC (PG, violence) 
On 2 Sereans Daily 1:00, 1:50, 4:00, 
4:35, 6:30, 7:10, 9:15, 9:40 


DOOMSDAY (184, brutal violence, gory 
seenes} 
Dally 1:20, 4:10, 6:40, 9:20, 


NEVER BACK DOWN (144, violence) 
Dally 1:10, 3:50, 6:45, 9:35, 


HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 12:30, 2:20, 4:40, 6:50, 
9:00; Sat-Sun 10:10, 12:30, 2:20, 4:40, 
6:50, 9:00 


HANNAH MONTANA (G) 
Fn, Mon-Thu 11:45, 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 
t-Sun 9:30, 11:45, 2:00, 4:30, 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 

No Passes Fri 4:00, 4:50, 6:50, 7:30, 
9:30, 9:50; Sat-Sun 12:00, 1;00, 2:30, 
10, 7:30, 9:30, 9:50; Mon- 
30, 9:50 


DOOMSDAY (184, brutal violence, gory 
scenes) 

Fri 4:16, 7:15, 10:15; Sat-Sun 12:10, 
4:15, 7:15, 10:15; Mon-Thu 7:15, 10:15 


NEVER BACK DOWN (14A, violence) 
Fri 3:40, 7:10, 10:00; Sat-Sun 12:50, 
3:40, 7:10, 10:00; Mon-Thu 7:10, 10:00 


COLLEGE ROAD TRIP (G) 
40, 7:00, 9:20; Sat- 1:30, 4:40, 
Mon-Thu 7: :20 
j 


10,000 BC (PG, violence) 
Fri 4:20, 7:20, 10:10; Satan 12:20, 
4:20, 7:20, 10:10; Mon- 7:20, 10:10 


SEMI-PRO (14A, coarse language) 
Fri 4:30, 7:40, 10:20; Sat-Sun 1:20, 
4:30, 7:40, 10:20; Mon-Thu 7:40, 10:20 


THE OTHER BOLEYN GIRL (14A) 
Fri 3:30, 6:30, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:30, 
3:30, 6:20, 9:40; Mon-Thu 6:30, 9:40 


VANTAGE POINT 14A, violence) 

Fri 3:50, 6:40, 9:10; Sat-Sun 12:40, 

9:50, 6:40, 9:10; Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:10 

THE SPIDERWICK Sas 
htening scen 

FAG 6:46, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1:10, 

4:10, 6:45, 9:45; Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:45 


JUNO (14A, coarse language, mature 
thernes) 
Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat, Sun 2:00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 
Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St, 
Albert, 458-9822 
PENELOPE (PG) 
Daily 12:45, 2:30, 4:15, 6:00 


JUNO (144, coarse language, mature 
themes) 
Daily 7:45, 9:35 


THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICALS 
(PG, frightening scenes) 
Daily 1:40, 3:55, 6:05 


SEMI-PRO (144, coarse language) 
Dally 7:55, 9:40 


STEP UP 2 THE STREETS (PG) 
Daily 1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 7:20, 9:20 


10,000 BC (PG, violence) 
Daily 12:50, 2:55, 4:55, 7:05, 9:15 


HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 
No passes Daily 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:00, 
8:45 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 


80148 Ave. Camrose, 780-608-2144 


STEP UP 2 THE STREETS (PG) 
Daily 7:10 9:10; Sat-Sun, Tus 2:10 


10,000 BC (PG, violence) 
Daily 7:05 9:15; Sat-Sun , Tue 2:05 


SEMI-PRO (144, coarse language 
Dally 7:00 9:00; Sat-Sun, Tue 2:00 


HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 
Daily 7:15, 9:05; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:15 


NEVER BACK DOWN (144, violence) 
Daily 7:00,.9:20; Sat, Sun, Tus 2:00 


780-352-3922 
DATE OF ISSUE ONLY, THU, MAR, 
13° 


10,000 BC (PG, violence) 

Dally 7:00, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:30 
DEFINITELY, MAYBE (PG, not recom 
mended tor young children) 

Daily 6:55, 9:25 

SEMI-PRO (14. coarse language) 
Daily 7:05, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1;05, 3:20 
MEET THE SPARTANS (144, crude 


content) 
Daily 7:10, 9:10; Sat- Sun 1:10, 3:10 


THE PIRATES WHO DON'T DO 
ANYTHING: A VEGGIETALES MOVIE 


(6) 
Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:00 


METRO CINEMA 
9628-101A Ave, Citadel Th 


\eatre, 
425-9212 
UP THE YANGTZE (STC) 
Fri 7:00; Sun 9:00 


THE TRACEY FRAGMENTS (STC) 
Fri 9:00; Sat 7:00 

EDMONTON TONIGHT (STC) 

Fri 23:30 


CANADA'S TOP TEN SHORT FILMS 
(STC) 
Sat 20:30; Mon 9:00 


A HISTORY OF VIOLENCE (18A, gory 
scenes, sexual content) 
Sun 2:00 


EASTERN PROMISES (18A, gory 
scenes) 
Sun 4:00 


A PROMISE TO THE DEAD: THE 
EXILE JOURNEY OF ARIEL 
DORFMAN (STC) 

Sun 7:00 


CONTINENTAL, UN FILM SANS 
FUSIL (STC) 
Mon 7:00 


PARKLAND CINEMA 7 
130 Century Crossing, Spruce Grove, 972- 
2332. Serving Spruce Grove. Stony Plain; 
Parkland County 

HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 
Daily 6:45, 8:40; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:00, 
3:25; Mavies For Mommies: Tue 1:00 
NEVER BACK DGWN (144A, violence) 
Daily 7:10, 9:20; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:10, 
3:20 
10,000 BC (PG, violence) 
Daily 6:50, 9:05; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:35, 
2:50 
COLLEGE ROAD TRIP (G) 


Daily 6:55, 8:55; Sal, Sun, Tue 12:45 
2:55 


SEMI PRO (144. Coarse language) 
Daily 7:05, 9:15; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:05, 
3:15 


VANTAGE POINT (144, violence) 
Daily 9:10 


THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES 
(PG, frightening scenes) 

Daily 7:00; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:55, 3:10 
FOOL'S GOLD (PG, violen 
Daily 9:25; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:45 
THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse lan- Sat 
guage) | 
Daity 7:15; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:30 


10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 
4 MONTHS 3 WEEKS AND 2 DAYS 
(18A, disturbing mature themes) 
Daily 6:50, 9:00; Sat-Sun 2:30 
FUNNY GAMES (144, violence, dis- 
turbing contst) 
Daily 7:00, 9:10; Sat, Sun 2:00 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


WEM. 8352-170 St. 444-2400 

HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 
No Passes Daily 12:00, 2:20 
7:00, 9:15; Fri-Tue, Thu 1 
5:30, 7:45,.9:55; Wed 3:15, 
9:55; Star and Strollers Screening: r 
passes Wed 1:00 
DOOMSDAY (184. brutal v 
Scenes) 
Daily 12:40, 4;00, 7:50, 10 
NEVER BACK DOWN (1 
Daily 12:30, 3:45, 7:30, 1 
COLLEGE ROAD TRIP 
Fri-Tue, Thu 12 


SEMI-PRO (14. 
Daily 1:15, 2:40, 6:3 
THE OTHER BOLEYN GIRL (144 \ 
Daity 12:50, 3:50, 7:10, 10:1 
VANTAGE POINT (714A, vi 
Daily 1:40, 4:15, 7:15, 9:5¢ 
FOOL'S GOLD (PG 
Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 
Mon 1:30, 4:16 
METROPOLITAN OPERA: PETER 
GRIMES (Classification not available) 
Sat 11:00 am 


JUMPER (PG, vi 


THE SPIDEAWICK CHRONICLES 
(PG, frightening scenes) 


Daily 12:00, 2: 10, 7:00, 9:30 


| WESTMOUNT CENTRE _| 
111 Ave, Groat Rd. 455-728 


HORTON HEARS A WHO! (G) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fri 
9:10; Sat-Sun 12:15, 
9:10 


10,000 BC (PG, violence) 
DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7: 


10, 9:40; 
Sat-Sun 12:45, 3:35, 7:10, 9:40 


THERE WILL BE BLOOD (PG. vic. 
fence, not recammended for young chil- 
dren) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7:30; 
Sat-Sun 12:30, 4:00, 7:30 


ATONEMENT (144, coarse language, 
mature Themes) 

DTS Digita! Fn, Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:25; 
Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:50, 6:40, 9:25 


P WETASKIWIN CINEMAS | 
DATE OF ISSUE ONLY, THU, MAR. 


13. 
10,000 BC (PG, violence) 
Daily 7:00, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:00,3:30 


DEFINITELY, MAYBE (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Daily 6:55, 9:25 

SEMI-PRO (144. coarse language} 
Daily 7:05, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:20 
MEET THE SPARTANS (144. crude 
content) 

Daily 7:10, 9:10; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:10 
THE PIRATES WHO DON'T DO 
ANYTHING: A VEGGIETALES MOVIE 


(G) 
Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:00 


MAR 13 - MAR 19, 2008 
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FILM CAPSULES 


The man never retums, leaving behind a 
“Sby, D'Leh, who is the same age as Evo- 
let. 

The children grow up to be a very 
attractive young couple played by Steven 
Strait and Camilla Belle. D'Leh is compet- 
ing to lead the tribe as the best mammoth 
hunter, and she ... looks really good in 
dreadlocks. When an evil tribe kidnaps 
Evelot and others, D’Leh and three men 
set off on a journey to recover members 
of the tribe. Somewhere along the way, 
they encounter giant killer turkeys, which 

ay not be critical to the plot, but is 
worth mentioning because, hey, they're 
giant killer turkeys, and they also happen 
to be the best thing in the movie. 

Despite the writers’ dedication to the 
writings of Joseph Campbell, no time is 
spent developing what's at stake. An 
empty romance, a poorly explained back- 
story and hollow antagonists isolate 
action as the only redeeming quality. 

It's an inadvertent throwback to the 
sexy and absurd prehistoric tales of the 
‘60s and ‘70s, with a title almost directly 
lifted fromthe Raquel Welch vehicle, One 
Million Years BC. The big difference is 

¥9,000 BC keeps a straight face. Director 
Roland Emmerich {The Day After Tomor- 
row) seems to think that the story is 
engaging, and not just an excuse to pit 
man against beast, women against their 
oscillating vocal cords. The pitiful 
attempts at profound dialogue and reve- 
lations try to transcend the sheer silliness 
of the picture, and fail. 

But come for the beasts and the bat- 
tles, and you've got all you need: giant 


-=MAGAZINE | 


Learn all facets of magazine production from 


SSS 


concept to final product. 


We're seeking ten dedicated and 
| creative interns, who want to up 
their writing and communications 
| — ability, learn graphic design, go 
on photo and story assignments 
and build a great magazine 


You must be ready to challenge 
yourself, be a team player and 

meet deadlines. We'll give you 

a taste of the possibilities of a 

fulfilling career in the arts. 


Can’t seem to keep a job? Not 


working and can’t find a job? If 

. you’re between 15 and 30 and 
not in school, then The Magazine 
Project might be for you. 


= 


€ grads, or people 


killer turkeys. 

MISS PETTIGREW LIVES FOR A DAY 
DIRECTED BY BHARAT NARULLI 

WRITTEN BY DAVID MAGEE SIMON BEAUFOY 
STARRING FRANCES MEDORMAND, AMY ADAMS 
tik 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 

It wouldn't be fair to suggest a relation- 
ship between the 1940s romantic send- 
up Miss Pettigrew Lives For A Day 
and those cheap and heinous luggage 


store purses with rhinestone-decorated 
prints of Marilyn, Audrey or the Sex and 
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the City girls. The former makes a far 
meatier proposal of glamour, making its 
claim with a dazzling wardrobe and pro- 
duction design, not to mention a cast of 
performances that effortlessly evoke the 
period like a second skin. But the 
romantic sentiment of its intended 
demographic—white, Liberal-voting, 
college-dropout soccer-moms-in-training 
and their preceding generations—ties 
them neatly together like Lindor chaco- 
lates at the end of a chicken dinner 
combo at Swiss Chalet. In other words, 
it's hardly a challenge to absorb the triv- 
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MISS PETTIGREW LIVES FOR A DAY 


iality of its historical experience. 

Let me explain. 

Frances McDormand stars as Guine- 
vere Pettigrew, a failed maid and London 
street urchin who passes herself off for 
a single day as the “social secretary” of 
temptress singer Delysia LaFosse (Amy 
Adams, aka Nicole Kidman: The Animat- 
ed Series). Miss Pettigrew's adventure 
involves, most significantly, keeping 
Delysia’s socialite reputation intact as 
she leaps between three potential male 
suitors: Phil, the son of a stage producer, 
Nick, a playwright, and Michael, a pen- 


Open early, 
HAPPY HOUR (til 5pm) 
Homemade Guiness Irish stew in a bread bowl all day 55. 


PRIZES!!! tor mo 


st patriotic o 


niless ex-con pianist. They're all in run- 
ning for her affections, and as Miss Pet. 
tigrew learns, they're considered most 
valuable in accordance with how they 
can advance her career. 

So they follow each other about town 
from a classy lingerie funway show (proba. 
bly the best scene in the film) to a glitzy 
(though somewhat cliché) nightclub, 
encountering a number of strange occur- 
fences and disagreements with the fashion- 
able aristocracy of London, including Miss 
Pettigrew’s potentially romantic heart-to- 
hearts with a renowned fashion designer 
(Ciaran Hinds). Ultimately, she makes it her 
goal to unite Delysia with the man for whom 
she shows the greatest sincerity—though 
time is running out and she must act fast. 

Based on Winifred Watson's 1938 
novel, Miss Pettigrew frames its por- 
trayal of the period with a visual grace 
that anybody's gay uncle would applaud 
in Yves St Laurent gloves. Oscar-nomi 
nated production designer Sarah Green 
wood (Atonement, Pride and Prejudice) 
and costume designer Michael 0'Con- 
nor drive most of the film’s appeal, pro- 
viding the classic presence of both 
McDormand and Adams with exquisite 
threads and scenery. 

But the ordinarily themed plotline 
gets the better of Miss Pettigrew— 
what sounds like a mature, thoughtful 
flirtation with a fascinating period 
turns into a romantic comedy that, via 
both Delysia and Miss Pettigrew’s 
search for love, celebrates all those 
things any other contemporary smile- 
fest might. It's so poised, it’s entirely 
unoriginal and aggravating to anybody 
who sits down expecting a fresh altei- 
native to any other crowd-pleaser. v 
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Frehley kisses the Psycho Circus goodbye 


EDEN MUNRO / aden@vueweekly.com 

i en does it start warm- 
ing up?” asks Ace 
Frehley over the phone 


from a recording studio where the for- 
mer Kiss guitarist is currently holed 
up hard at work trying to wrap up 
production on his first solo album 
since 1989's Trouble Walkin’. “I'm 
excited about playing Edmonton 
again,” 

it turns out that Frehley, despite 
having been around the globe many a 
time with Kiss, still remembers his 
first trip to town. 

“Edmonton was one of-the first 
shows | ever did with Kiss, on our 
very first tour," he recalls. “I was just 
looking through some photos this 
morning and I found a snapshot | had 
taken of Paul [Stanley], Gene [Sim- 
mons] and Peter [Criss] with big coats 
on and wrapped up with scarves 
because it was freezing.” 

That was a long time ago, now— 
Feb 5, 1974, when Kiss kicked off its 
first Canadian tour at the Jubilee Audi- 
‘orlum—and Frehley has since left the 
band not once, but twice. His first exit 
was in 1982, followed by a second in 
2002 after a six-year reunion with the 
band. Looking back, Frehley has no 
regrets about leaving the makeup 
behind either time. 

“It was a big relief the first time and 
\t Was a big relief the second time,” he 
admits, before adding with a refresh- 
ingly honest laugh, “Gene knows how 
to push my buttons, so maybe it’s not 
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the healthiest situation for me.” 

Simmons is well known for his 
overbearing personality, making no 
apologies for trying to make a buck at 
every turn, and that holds true today 
when it comes to Kiss and Frehley's 
trademark “Space Ace" makeup. Back 
in ‘82, Frehley’s replacement, Vinnie 
Vincent, was given his own makeup 
to wear on stage, but the current 
incarnation of the band instead has a 
guitarist dressed up in Frehley’s 
makeup (and a drummer in Criss‘s, for 
that matter). 

“There [are] a lot of Kiss cover 
bands out there, and | guess Kiss has 
turned into a cover band at this point 
in a way,” Frehley chuckles, retaining a 
sense of humour about the situation. “1 
know most fans that | speak to are 
kind of unhappy with the lineup and 
the fact that other people are dressed 
up in my makeup and Peter’s makeup, 
but | wasn’t part of that decision, so | 
really don’t have much to say about it. 
It's not something that I’m thrilled 
about, but it’s out of my control.” 


TODAY FREHLEY HAS beaten some 
addictions that nearly killed him over 
the years, and he’s looking at the pos- 
itive side of being out on his own 
once more: he's now the leader of his 


own band, 

“{t's always nice to be able to have 
creative freedom,” he says. “There's a 
couple of songs that are gonna be on 
this record that | submitted to Paul 
and Gene for the Psycho Circus [Kiss 
reunion] record and they shot ‘em 
down. There was always a lot of com- 
petition between all of us, and in most 
cases that’s a good thing—it makes 
for a better album.” 

Despite the lengthy period between 
solo albums, Frehley says that he 
never stopped writing songs. There 
were the ones that he wrote for Kiss, 
along with a bunch for a solo album 
that never materialized 

“Right before I was offered the Kiss 
reunion tour in '96, my band was all 
set to go over to Germany and do an 
album ... and | had to put it off,” he 
remembers, “So once | got on the 
road with Kiss it kind of became 
another roller coaster ride for me, and 
that lasted till 2001, 2002. It took me a 
while to get myself back in focus and 
healthy. I'd been writing songs all 
along—there are some songs on this 
record that I wrote back in '95, and 
there are a lot of new songs that I 
wrote over the past year or two.” 

The guitarist is determined to get 
his new album finished and out on 
the streets this year, but he also refus- 
es to rush it out at the expense of 
quality. One advantage of writing all 
the time and having years of material 
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ELECTRO vs TECHNO 


DUSTY GROOVES - DANE GRETZKY 
DJ FREDERICK - TART 


FRIDAY MARCH 14 


LISA BENEFIT 
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SIX GUNS OVER TOMBSTONE 
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‘PAC YOUR FREE LISTINGS TD 475.2889 
EMAL GENSAT 
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THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATANTIC TRAP AND GILL Dutf 
Robison 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage. 
Spm 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Marshall 
Lawrence 


CAFE SELECT Sail Gibson, Jordan 
Payne. Daniel Moir; members of Blind 
Tiger Tiger. Failing Esther, Orange in 
the Light (solo show) Bpm (door): no 
cover 

CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Open 
stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 6-109m 


DRUID Guitar heroas 

DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
stage: hasted by the Mary Thamas 
Band; Spm 

FOUR ROOMS Don Bemer; 8pm 


PUB Brock Zeman; Bom 
$10 (door) 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; Bpm 

JAMBAERS PUB Thursday open jam. 
7-lipm 

J AND A BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Poster Boys 
{pop/rock/blues), 830pm-12:30am 


SJULIAN'S PIANO BAR Graham 
Lawrene (jazz piano); pm 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH The 
Waybacks, Jason Plumb; 7pm (door) 
$19 at Ticketmaster, Blacktyrd, 
Megatunes 

MEAD HALL City Delayed, quests; al) 
ages, licensed area; 8pm (dork $8 
NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


REXALL PLACE Lenny Kravitz 


‘STARUTE ROOM Cold Driven, 
Westpoint and Mapping the Escape; 
Bom: $10 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Luc Riopel 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Electro Education: dub, trip 
hop. electro with DJ Laze 
Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Esrapack 
Entertainment 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
Fellow. midnight. DJ 
stBabyDaddy 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 


Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: Munga {live in concen), Du 
InVincaable; no minors; 10pm-3am: 
$40 (advi/more at door 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with Allout 
DJs DJ Degree, Junior Brown 


BAA Urban House: with DJ Mark 
Stevens; Spm 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays 
se/techno with DJ Colin 

9 house/breaks with DJ 
Krazy K. nardstyle/techno with DJ 
Decha, tech trance/electro with DJ 
Savege Garret; no minors: no cover 


MEW CITY | Love “80s Thursdays, no 
minors: Spm (door no cover 


MEW CITY Bingo hosted by Dexter 
Nebula and Anarchy Adam; no minors 
10pm; no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa OJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AMD TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: classic 
rock, RAB, urtwan and dances with Du 
Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit It 
Thursdays: breaks, electro house spun 
with Pl residents 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


THE ARTERY DJ Chomey Lee, the 
Bummers; 7pm-midnight 


ATANTIC TRAP-AND GILL Dutt 
Robison 


AXGS CAFE Friday Live Music Nights 
in the Metro Room: Rational. and 
Friends; 8pm 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Suzie Vinnick 
Rick Fines 


“B” SCENE STUDIOS Tanner 
Gordon, Andrew Pern, and Lyra Brown, 
7pm (door), 7:15pm; $9 at TIX on the 
Square 

THE CARROT Live music Fridays 
Dave Von Bieker; 7-30-9-30pm: $5 
CASINO EDMONTON Sleepers 
(blues) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD iP 
(pop/rock) 

CLIFFS PUB Slovbum (blues/roots), 
9:309m-1:30am 

EDDIE SHORTS The Schematics {rock 
roll) 


FOUR ROOMS Don Berner: 9 


FRESH START Live music Fridays 
Dino Dominelli Duo: 6-Spm 


GIBBONS HOTEL Mr. Lucky (blues, 
roots), 930pm-1:30am, no cover 


MEAD HALL Folk Punk Show: Mc 
Plow, Bscne Boys, Audio/Rocketyy, 
‘Whiskey Wagon, Seven Drinks Too 
Many, The Endless Mutiny, Mat 
Knake, all ages, licensed area; 8pm 
(door), $10 


OBYRNE'S Chris Wynters and friends 


ON THE ROCKS Ozzy Ormunds, DJ 
Shawnibis; Spm 

QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL Ben 
Sures (CD release), Angie Nussey, 7pm 
(door), 8pm (show); $18 at TIX on the 
Square, Megatunes, door 


‘STARLITE ROOM Raine Maida (Our 
Lady Peace), quests; Bprry tickets at 
TicketMaster: Sold Out 


TOUCH OF CLASS Christine Home 
(pop/rock); B:30pm 


URBAN LOUNGE Mourning Wood 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Zimmer's 
Hole, Savannah; 8pm (door); $17 at 
TicketMaster, Megatunes, Blackbyrd 
YARDBIRD SUITE Lester Quittau 
Trio; 8pm (door), Spm (show; $16 
(member/$20 (quest) 


CLASSICAL 


‘STUDIO Z7-FINE ARTS BUILDING 
Doctor of Music Recital! Allison 
Balcetis (saxophone); 8pm; free 
WINSPEAR CENTRE Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra: Friday Masters: 
Shastatovich and Dvorak; 7:30 pm; 


atterthor ughts post-pertormance 
DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife snd friends: 


Fridays: Playing the best in country 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) Top 
traeks, rock, retro with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


HALD Mod Clute indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s soul with DJ 
Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover before 
10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 
NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! Bitch! 
Bitch! Fridays: electro. indie, altema- 
tive, techno with DJs Dervish, 
Squirrelly B, quests; no minors; Sam 
(door) 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out 
fotkendroll/punkrock/abitofeverthing/i 


PREVUE / THU, MAR 13 (7 PM) / THE WAYBACKS / VELVET UNDERGROUND, $19 - $25 
What? Oh, the Waybacks, not the Way Guts. Sorry. My mistake, 


ndy with DJs Jebus and Anarchy 
Adam (from CJSR’s Your Weekly AA 
Meeting); G-Whir 


OVERTUME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New classic 
rock, A&B, urban and dance with DU 
Mikee; Spm-2am, no cover 


RED STAR Movin’ on Up Fridays: 
indie, rock, funk, soul, hip hop with DJ 
Gatto, DJ Mega Wattson 


ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: Salsa- 
merengue-bachata-house-reageaton- 
urban-old school with DJ Spice 


‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday res- 
ident DJ Luke Morrison 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
fequest with a mix of retro and disco, 
7pm-1Zmidnight 


STOLLIS Top 40, R&B. house with 


2 am rd) i ae 
PREVUE / FAL MAR 14 (8 PM} / TANYSS NIX! 8 JAMES PATTERSON / HULBERT’S, $10 
Ive heard that James Patterson is British, and I've also heard that ladies love accents. Ladies? 


HULBERT'S PUB Tanyss Nod with 
Paul Bromiley, B-10pen: $10 (adv) 


SEFFREY'S CAFE Harpe Jn Tho 
flemy MeDade on concert harp, Gan 
Skakun on drums, Thom Gatub on 
bass}, quest Bob Tildeslay (trumpet 
Spm; $15 (adv) 


JEKYLL AND HYDE Heachwind 
(pop/rock); S:2Qpm; no cover 

JET MIGHTELUB Lou Gram (ot 
Foreigner 7pm: $34.15 at 
TicketMaster 

JUUAN'S PIANO BAR Grenarr 
Lawrence (jazz piano) Bp 

LEVA CAPPUCCINO BAR Nicholas 
Zyla 7:30pm 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fredeys: $1.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Deteno, Lue Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR 0 James, 
BAR WALD Bos Wild Fridays 
BOOTS Hetro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We mada ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toontiash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cower before 10pm 

DELUXE SURGER BAR Reve ‘0s and 
103 progresiove rock, disco, and elac 
tronic Indie with Joel Reboh 

EMPIRE BALLROOM Flock, hip hop, 
house, mash up no minors 


ESMERALDA'S Exnes Frostin Frenzy 


no cover 


People’s DU 
STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with OJ 
Tysin 


URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays with 
tnvinceable, Babygirl, and quest DJs 
(WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 


Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ Toma; no 
cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


MUSIC WEEKLY 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


————___ 
ATANTIC TRAP AND GILL Du({ 
Robison 


BEERHUNTER'S PUB-ST. ALBERT 
Sham-Rockin' St. Pat's Party. 
Dangerous Guise 


BLUES ON WHYTE Band of the 
‘week, 34pm: open blues jam every 
Saturday aftemoon; 38:30pm 


“B” SCENE STUDIOS Tannoy 
Gordon, Andrew Peri, and Lyra Brown 
7pm (door), 7.15pm: $9 at THX on the 
Square 

THE CARROT Open mic Ssturdays 
7:30-10:00pm 

CASINO EDMONTON Sleepe 
{blues} 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Vip 
(pop/rock) 

CENTURY CASINO Prism, Harlequin 
$24.55 AT Ticketmaster, Cantury 
Casine 643-4000 


COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 
Jamunight with Troy P Wright every 
Sat Spmn-Zam 

EDDIE SHORTS Ormus (rock 'n' roll 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE Ace 
Frehley (the original guitarist of 
‘guests; no minors; 8pm (door 
TicketMaster, Unionevents.com 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Open 
Saturdays hasted by The Lov 
‘and guests: 1pm (door), 2-pm) 


FOUR ROOMS Don Berner, Spm; $5 


GIBBONS HOTEL Mr Lucky (blues 
roots); 930pm-1:30am; no cover 


HULBERT'S Keith Rempel Trio; 2pm: 
$10 (door) 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday 
3-7;3Dpm; country/rock bas 


SEFFREY'S CAFE Dary! | fi 
‘and funky contemporary jazz); $10 


JEXYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
(pop/rock); 9:30pm; no cover 


JET NIGHTCLUB Styx 7pm 


JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Dennis 
Begoray (jazz piano); 8pm 


KILROY'S PUB-LEGAL Sjowburn 
{blues/roots), 9:30pm-1;30am 


LEVA CAPPUCCINO BAR Mellow 
Gold Musings every 2nd and 4th Sst 
with Travis Boa. 


MEAD HALL First Reign, Sinners 
Aide, Skepsis, Kraytin Fog, Beneath 
the Remains; 8pm (doory, all ages. 
licensed area; $10 


OBYRNE'S Saturday afternoon with 
Chris Winters. guests 


ON THE ROCKS Ory Ozmunds 0) 
Crazy Dave; Spm 

QUEEN ALEXANDRA COMMUNITY 
HALL Northern Lights Folk Club: Mans 
Dunn; $18 at TX on the Square, 
Acoustic Music, Myhre’s. Music; child 
6-12 V2 pee at the door/children 
under 6 free 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Haunted 
Addicts, Straitpipe, Me. Plow 


STARLITE ROOM 0h Snap! 
KraftyKuts, Degree, All-out DJS and 
Agent Orange: Spme tickets at Fos 
Treehouse, Blackbyrd, TicketMaster 


STAALITE ROOM Raine Maids (200 
show added); 5pm (doorl: Sold Out 


TAPHOUSE Saturday Moose) 
jam: 3-7pm every Sat 
TEMPLE 0h Snap!: Degree. All ut 
Dus, with Electrified Dubwase 
Dancerock Booty Bass Mashed Up 
Party Riddims; Spm 


TOUCH OF CLASS Civistine Hor 
(pop/rock); B:30pm 


URBAN LOUNGE Mourring Vicod 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Tuff Goro! 

party with Dub Vulture and Sv 
ootte Magnificent and his Vitality 
Soundsystem Fuzzcat, Feast or 
Famine; 8pm (door) 
YAADBIRD SUITE Lestor Quitzeu 
Trio; 8pm (doorl, Spm (stow: $16 
(mamber)/$20 (quest) ,. 


CLASSICAL 


—_—_—_———— 
CONVOCATION HALL Alberts 
Honour Band with U of A Symphonee 


zat 
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ida MSI INFORMATION 
THE ORUID (11606 JASPER AVE) 

FREE (ALBERTA MUSIC MEMBERS), $5 (NON-MEMBERS) 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
The Western Canadian Music Awards 
are coming to town from Oct 16 - 19. 
That may sound pretty simple, but 
there's a lot more to the weekend than 
just another awards show, including a 
conference and a music festival. That's 
why the Alberta Music Industry 
Association—Alberta Music, for 
short—is going to be hosting one of its 
industry information sessions on Wed, 
Mar 19, covering a number of aspects 
related to the WCMAs. Besides some 
basic information about the conference, 
attendees can learn how to submit 
albums for nomination and how to apply 
for a showcase spot during the festival. 
Rick Fenton, the executive director of 
the Western Canadian Music Alliance, 
the organization that hosts the awards 
each year and which also acts as an 


van, British Colum- 
explains exactly why 


be interested in ae 


upcoming information session 

“We want to celebrate the success of 
this industry and we want to promote 
the success of this industry,” he says 
over the phone from Toronto, where he’s 
in the thick of Canadian Music Week. “| 
mean, beyond the fact that it’s great to 
win awards, there is media there ... Our 
goal is to promote Western Canadian 
music worldwide, through web proper- 
ties through independent labels, through 
the marketing of the great pool of talent 
that we have. So the awards are just 
sort of the crowning moment of that 
year's success and artistic depth. 

"Because we have such a large num- 
ber of delegates coming in from record 
labels, online properties, agents, man- 
agers and a lot of promoters—people 
from all the different festivals, soft- 
Seater theatres, university campuses, 
bars, clubs—it's an opportunity for them 
to go out and see the pool of talent,” he 
continues. “We're looking at over 75 
artists in between 10 and 15 venues, as 
well as the awards show.” 

Fenton also notes that the festival 
is not just for industry-types. Anyone 
who likes live music will surely find 
something that they'll enjoy over those 
three nights. 

“For fans, it's an opportunity to cele- 
brate your favourite bands, and also to 


= 
discover new music,” he suggests 
enthusiastically. “And | think that’s the 
pattern of the industry in the new digital 
media age, in that the same things that 
happen online with so many fans now 
discovering artists in a whole new 
way—through Facebook, thraugh Son- 
lebids, through word of mouth, through 
friend forums and stuff like that—| think 
the music fan now is looking for a wider 
Scope of music. Not that there’s anything 
wrong with picking it up from a CD 
Store, but we all know that that para- 
digm is changing. And so the festival is 
a real opportunity for artists to come 
from across Canada and connect with a 
new fanbase.” 

And, finally, Fenton points out that 
Participating bands are given a delegate 
pass so that one of their members can 
take advantage of the tools that are 
available during the conference. 

“We do a lot of seminars on how to 
promote themselves, we have keynote 
speakers who are big success stories— 
Terry McBride from Nettwerk Music 
Group was our keynote speaker last 
year,” Fenton says. “So it’s an opportuni- 
ty for artists and industry professionals 
to get together and talk about the busi- 
ness, look at emerging technologies, 
look at best practices and create more 


Success stories within the industry.” w 
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Wind Ensemble; 7pm; $15 {adult/$10 
(senior/student) at TIX on the Square, 
the door 
MACLAB CENTRE FOR THE 
PERFORMING ARTS Alberta Opera: 
Cinderela; em: $16 (adult\/$12 (child 
12 and under) at TIX on the Square 
WINSPEAR CENTRE Edmonton 
ymphony Orchestra: Classic 
rks Masters: William Eddins 
ctor), Zuil} Bailey (cellok Spm; 
iphony Prelude: 7°15 pm 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays? Top 40 with OJ Soundweve 


BUDDY'S Undie night for men only, 
frea pool and tourney, DJ Amowehaser 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Aare 05 and 
70s progressive rock. diseo, and elec- 
troni¢ Indie with Joe! Atbeh 

GMPIRE BALLROOM Rock hip hop, 
house, mash up 

ESMERALDA’S Super Parties: Every 
Sata different theme 


FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gone Gold 
‘Mash-Up: with Harmen B and Du 


veake 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE} Top 
‘Veeks, rock eetno with DJ Damian 
GINGUR SY Soviout Saturdays 


HALO For Those Who Know; house 
every Sat WithDJ Junior Brown, Luke 
Morrison, Nestor Delano, An Rhodes 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle Saturday: Ds 
Groovy Cuvy and quests 

NEW CITY UIKWID LOUNGE 
Saturdays real alternative, classics, 
punk with D.J Naz Nomad; no cover 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Saturday 
Sucks: electro, industrial, alt and indy, 
electro, rock with DJs Greg Gory and 
Blue Jay; $5 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVENUE 
Suggestive Saturdays: breaks electro 
house with Pl residents 


RED STAR Saturdays indie rock, hip 
hop, and electro with DU Hot Philly 
and guests 


RENDEZVOUS Survival metal night 
SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Sportsworld Inline and Roller 
Skating Disco: Top 40 request with a 
‘mix of retro and disco; 1-5pm and 
Tpme12 midnight 

STOLL'S ON WHYTE Top 40, R&B 
house with People's OJ 

TEMPLE 0h Snap!: Every Saturday 
with Degree and Allout Ds wath 
weekly guests; Spm 

'WUNDERBAR Festurod 0, and local 
bands 


SUN, 
LIVE MUSIC 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Rosette Guitars 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 
Sunday jem; 7pm 

DUSTER'S PUB Sunday open stage 
hosted by the Mary Thomas Band 


EDDIE SHORTS Every Sunday open 
stage with Rob Taylor: 48pm 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE Serj 
Tankian, Fair to Midiand 


HULBERT'S PUB Sunday Night mic 
hosted by hea March; 7pm: no cover 


JAMIMERS PUB Sunday open blues 
jam, 48pm, 


JOHN L. HAAR THEATRE Guitar 
Band Concart-MacEwan Month of 
Music, directed by jazz guitarist Bobby 
aims, 7:30pm; $7 fadult/$5 (stu. 
Gent/senior) at TX on the Square, the 
door 


NEWCASTLE PUB Live Sunday jam 
hosted by Wily and Dave; 20pm 


NEW CITY Left Spine Down, Front 
Line Assembly, The Black Halos. Static 
Sun; no minors, 8pm (door) 


O-BYRNE'S Sunday night open stage 
with Joe Bird 


ON THE ROCKS Souljah Fya Sundays 
with DU Mite 


OSCARS PUB Open stage Sundays 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
Tractor, 8-11pm 


OVERDAIVE Anything Goes: acoustic 


jam every Sunday aftemoon with the 
Shufflehound: 1:30 Spm 


‘SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE Ser 
Tankian, all ages, 8pm; $29'50 at 
TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Organ Fanfare 
Bom; $20 (adultl/$15 (seniori/$10 (stu- 
dent) at TIX on the Square, the door 


CONVOCATION HALL Music at 
Convocation Hall: visiting artist Neil 
Cockbum (organl: 3pm: $20 {aduh/$15 
(senior//$10 (student) tickets at TIX on 
the Square, 420-1757, the door 


ROYAL COACH DINING ROOM 
Petro Polujin (classical guitar}; Spm 


| 
Dus WEONESHAY | KOK ANEE FREE RIDE 
BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL MA i 
Industry Night: with Atomic Improv, 
Jameoki and QJ Tim 
BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
greatest in House, Proar id 
Trip-Hop: Rudy Electro: 10pn-230am, 
quest Duls inquire at 
kelly@michatti.com 
EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip hop, 
house, mash up 


OVERTIME BROILER Sunday Industry 
Night: Requests with DJ Bo 

URBAN FRAT Urban Lodies Night 
Sundays: Dus InVinceable and Macca 
URBAN LOUNGE Sunday Night Live 
hosted by DA Choclit Elviz. DU Sweet 
Spm; the best of Lirban’s live entertain 
ment 10pm 

WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ Gallatea 
and XS, guests: no cover 


§| BATTLE OF THE BANDS WITH 


MY SISTER OCEAN 
STEREO KILL 


ILL & 
HOSTILE HERO 


THURSDAY MAR 20 


THE URBAN LOUNGE IS BRINGING 


SEXY BACK WITH THE. 


* ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432-4611 » AVENUE SKATEPARK 9030-118 Ave *AXIS CAFE 

10349 Jasper Ave, 990-0031 * BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 Si, 430-9200 * BACKROOM VODKA BAR 

103244-82 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 * THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10785 Jasper Ave 420-9098 » BAR WILD 
10552 82 Ave, 432-0814 « BEERHUNTER'S PUB-ST. ALBERT 386 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert * BILLY BOB'S 
LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439- 
1082 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 
* BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 439-3981 * BOHEMIA CYBER CAFE 11012 Jasper Ave * BOOTS 10242- 
106 St, 423-5014 * BREWSTERS PUB Oliver Square, 11620-104 Ave (482-4677) *“B" SCENE STUDIOS 8212- 
104 St * BUDDY'S 117258 Jasper Ave, 488-6636 * CAFE LEVA 11053-86 Ave * CASINO EDMONTON 7055 
Argyll Rid, 463-9467 » CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 St, 424-9467 * CENTURY CASINO 13103 Fort Rd, 
643-4000 * CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Milibourne Rd, Wast, 462-6565 * CLIFF'S PUB 8214-175 St 
COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 5552 Calgary Trail, 439-8675 * CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building, 
University of Alberta, 492-0601 * COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 481-8739 * CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 
Castle Downs Rd, 113 St, 472-7696 * DINWOODIE LOUNGE U of A Campus * DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454- 
9928 * DUSTER'S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 * EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 St, 452-3663 * EDMONTON 
EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase Ill, 489-SHOW * EMPIRE BALLROOM WEM Phase 2, upper level, WEM, 486 
9494 * FESTIVAL PLACE Talus Theatre, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park, 449-3378 « FIDDLER’S ROOST 


8906-99 St * FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 916-1557 + FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 10025-105 St * 
FLUID LOUNGE 10105-109 Si, 780-429-0700 * FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 * FOX 


0125-108 St. 990-0680 * FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq, 433-9623 * FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 10341-82 Ave, 433-9676 » GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 488- 
$841 * GIBBONS HOTEL 5010-50 Ave, Gibbons, 923-2401 * GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 * HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423-HALO « HOCLGANE 
PUB (0704-124 St, 452-1168 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, 436-1161 * THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South « JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave 4518779 “J 
f BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 436-4403 + JEFFREYS CAFE 9640 142 St, 451-8890 * JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 Ave * JOHN L. HAAR THEATRE aa 
Contre for the Arts, 10045 156 St » JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732-4583 * KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, SSETES © re See 
COUNTRY PUB 23 Akins Drive, St. Albert * LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 481-2786 * LEVA CAPPUCCINO BAR 11052-86 Ave, 433-5382 * LEVEL 2 L UNGE 
‘sper Ave. 2nd Fl, 447-4495 « MACLAB CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 4308-50 St, Leduc* McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 1025-101 St De) 
HALL 10940-1664 St, 435-3130 * NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 » NEW CITY 10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 * NIKKI DIAMOND'S ae ik tery Bt 
O'BYRNE'S 10616-62 Ave, 414-6766 * ONTHE ROCKS 11730 Jasper Ave, 482-4767 * OVERDRIVE NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104-104 St, 439-9485 Dreier 
do! 10304-111 St, 423-1643 » OVERTIME SOUTH Whitemud Crossing, 4211-106 St, 485-1717 » PAWN SHOP 10551-82 Ave, Upatars, 432 114" PLAN 
ET INDIGO-JASPER AVENUE 11607 Jasper Ave « PLANET INDIGO-ST, ALBERT 812 Liberton Dr, St. Albert * PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY AR Io 
34-5270 * QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 University Ave * RAMADA 11834 Kingsway Ave, 454-5454 « RED STAR 10538 Jasper Ave, ae ees i 

| SCHOOL 899}-101 Ava, gym * RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 326St, Albart Trail, 460-1122 * ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 10205 1 oe eae 

|  BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE 10111-117 St, 482-5253 » ROUGE LOUNGE 117 St, Jasper Ave, 482-5152 * SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE aipsie Whyte Fae 
‘S7-0231/710-1625 * SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438-0373 * SIDELINERS PUB 1018-127 St * STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St, 428-1099 S' sear aa 

2\ony Pisin Rd * STOLLI'S 2nd floor, 10368 Whyte Ave, 437-2293 « STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper Ave, 420-0448 « STRATHERN PUB = a Suse 

TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenny Ave, St “Albert, 458-0860 « TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 452-7770 * URBAN ped oe aaa 

LOUNGE 10544-82 Ave, 437-7699 « VELVET UNDERGROUND 10030-102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 * WILD WEST SALOON 12912-50 St 4 ose 

®AR 8120-101 St, 436-2286 + ¥ AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 994-3256, www.yafterhours.com * YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 Ave, 432-04 

*. 205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert, 459-0295 
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Lateral music heredity is alive in Vampire Weekend 


<3 | BACKLASH BLUES 


= ROLAND PEMBERTON 
roland @vueweekly.com 


It's official: nothing has changed, ever. 
With all the oscillations of the futuristic 
electronic sectors and the line-blurring 
samples of hip hop rocking us into the 
21st century, there are many basic princi- 
ples that are still the same in the world of 
music. Not just in regards to the main 
corridors for success (television perform- 
ance, a popular radio single), but also sty- 
listically. 

It isn’t crazy to say that today’s bands 
are influenced by yesterday's hitmakers, 
but what about their fans being geneti- 
cally predisposed to liking them? The 
common response is that what your par- 
ents listen to isn’t cool or that you keep 
that music in your past as the nostalgic 
framework for the esoteric trails you 
blaze yourself. Nevertheless, | feel that 


indie rock fans in particular are subcon- 
sciously attracted to music that is similar 
to what their parents used to listen to. 

Musical heredity in writing is typically 
only applied to the inheritance of musical 
talent from parent to offspring, such as in 
Psychology of Music by Carl Emil 
Seashore. The kind of musical heredity 
I'm talking about is even harder to criti- 
cally analyze. There is no tactile way for 
me to prove that your dad liking the Talk- 
ing Heads is connected to you going to a 
Clap Your Hands Say Yeah show when 
you're older, but | think the connection 
makes sense. 

It's commonly accepted that music you 
hear growing up can influence your lis- 
tening habits in the future, but typically 
it’s a direct link. Dad likes Funkadelic, you 
like Funkadelic. The lateral movement 
towards similar modern acts is a relative- 
ly new development. One example to this 
approach is Vampire Weekend. The 
group's meteoric rise from relative 
unknowns to playing on Saturday Night 


YARDBIRD SUITE Jam Session: Don 


Live can be attributed to familiarity. (i. 
ics consistently cite Paul Simon's more 
Afrocentric work (Graceland) as a touch 
stone for this band. In my experience 
fans of the band may not be aware o; 
Paul Simon's work, but find themselves 
gravitating towards Vampire Weekend as 
a result of unknowing comfort. They |ike 
it and identify with it, but can’t complete- 
ly place why. The band’s ironic lyrical ref. 
erences to Peter Gabriel only push this 
concept further. 

While my theory would take a poll of 
every Vampire Weekend listener in the 
world to make conclusive, | think the idea 
can also be applied to the success of the 
early-2000s revisionist rock bands like the 
Strokes (Television or Lou Reed) and the 
White Stripes (the Stooges). Where there 
was once American Bandstand there js 
now MTV Total Request Live. Music is a 
cyclical entity and with the application oj 
music psychology one can better under- 
stand the reasons why people like the 
music that they do. w 


‘STEEPS TEA LOUNGE ( 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATANTIC TRAP AND GILL Jason 
Greeley, Billy Wiseman 
BREWSTERS PUB St. Paddy's Day 
Party, The Prairie O’Cats Band; 5- 
10pm; no cover 


IVORY CLUB Open mic Mondays 
music and comedy; 8pm 


JET NIGHTCLUB St Paddy's Day 
Bash: Captain Tractor and Don 
Johnstone 7pm: $15.75 at 
TicketMaster 

B'S PUB Open Stage with Shaved 
Posse hosted by Ken, Fred, Gordie 
and Matt; 9-1230 


ON THE ROCKS Mourning Wood, 
Exit 303, with guests from Bad 
Judgement, DJ Spitly Fitawilly, Bpm 
PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic instrumental old time 
fiddle jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society, 7pm 


RIVER CREE CASINO Great Big Sea. 
8pm 


and Mike Mec 
£30gm 


Angelique 
Kidjo; Bam; « é Winspear 
Centre bax atfice 


Service Industry Night: no minors 

Spm-2ar 

BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Ady Electr 
yeatest in House, 


Dmmichetti.com, karaoke with 
ateur strip contest: Spm: 


FALTHY McNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG. 
FLUND LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 


EW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Munch 
‘on Metal Mondays: ‘80s metal with DU 
‘Sammi Kerr; no minors; no cover 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage wath Chris Wynters 


LEGENDS PUB Tuesday open jam 
hosted by Gary Thomas 


Barner; 8:30pm (door), 9pm (show: 
avery Tue; $3 


CLASSICAL 


McDOUGALL 
Spring Bouquets. Edmonton 
Columbian Chairs; 7pm; $15 (door) 


DJS 


BUDDY'S Free poo! and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser, 9pm 

ESMERALDA'S Retro every Tue; no 
cover with student 1D 

FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) Latin 
and Salsa music, dance lassons 8- 
10pm 

GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: 


Reggae music with Bomb Squad, 
QB, Chrome Nine; no caver 


Ee Oy ; 


"PREVUE / MON, MAR 17 (B PM) / ANGELIQUE KIDJO / WINSPEAR, $47 - 55 


| Angelique Kidjo: the funnest bald lady you will aver maet! 
l 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


(COOK COUNTY Official Concert 
After Party: Tracy Millar live after the 
Martina MeBrde, Johnny Reid and 
Little Big Town Concert at Rexall is 
over 


EDDIE SHORTS Wednesday blues 
with Dr. Blues; 8-10pm. 


HOOUIGANZ PUB Open stage 
Wednesdays hosted by Rock ‘n’ Rall 
Kenny 


OBYRNE'S Tuesday might Celtic jam 
with Shannon Johnson 
PUB The All Star Jar 


with Billy Ringo 
Tuesday Moosehead 
Jam; 8:20pe-tam 
VELVET UNDERGROUND The 


Clumsy Lowes, Brock Skywalker; Bpm: 
$12 (advi/$15 (door) at TheketMaster 


RED STAR Tuesdays. Experimenta’ 
indie Rock, Hip Hop, Eleetro with OJ 
Hot Philly 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE [spss Tuesday popular 
house beats with DJ Kevin Wong 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
request with 3 mix of retro and disco; 
Tpmn-12 midnight 


Coystylus Music School 


Quality Education | Career Programs 


Master of Music Production & Technology 
Independent Music Producer 

Sound Design & Technology 

Scholarships available for May 5th start date. 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 


O'BYRME'S Slowbum (blues/roots) 
230pm-12.3Dam 


Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 

REXALL PLACE Martins McBride 
with Uitte Big Town and Johnny Reid 
(country, folk}, 7pm: $39.S0-$80.80 at 


Tickets 


(acoustic) every Wed! last Wed each 
month spoken word) 

URBAN LOUNGE My Sister dcx 
Red Ram, Stereo Kill 


VELVET UNDERGROUNI 
Style Wednesdays: TOFU 
University}; $10 (adv) at Ti 


HALL Doctoro! 
Music lecture recital: Po-Yuan 
{saxophonel 8pm: free 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Music Wednesdays at Noon | 
Regehr (solo piano); 12:10-12 tr free 
468-4954 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Diese 

Concent and silent auction: Koropelli 
Gp; $18 (edultl/$15 
‘at Winspear box offic 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR - 
Wednesdays: Soulful cep Hou: 
with Nic-E and Smooy 

BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Wednes!2y 
Nights: with OJ Harley 
BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Seoxy 
Sean 

FLUID LOUNGE Wednesdays Ho 
This 

THE FOX Wind-up Wednesday 
R&B, hiphop, reggee, old skool °= 
gaston with InVinceable, Toush I 
weekly guest Os 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hon/AS v 
DJ Spineycle 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Qut With Your Sox Out Wedees 
Night: no munars, no cow 

NIKKI DIAMOND'S §\n 

metal avery Wedewsday 

RED STAR Guost Dus ow 
Wednesday 


STAALITE ROOM Wild Sry 


House, progressive < 
with Rudy Electro, 
Age snd weakly guests. Sor 
www Deatnarty nit 
WUNDERBAS une 


new OU: no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS ¥ 1% 


For information call or visit 


T: 604.523.2969 


www.stylusmusicschool.com : 
#60 8th Street, New Westminster, & & 


MUSIC. 
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| FRIDAY MAR 14 // VELVET UNDERGROUND // 18+ : 


APRIL 9 - EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


A/| (UE DOORS 7 PM - ALL AGES - TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES, eye, BLACKBYRD wong geer 
FHReEHL_eY FF I 

‘ ALL LSAD GUITARIST OF KISS PS, /CARIBO! maa vus Wi 
Reecocscan RIDE tour 26ce an STARLITE ROOM 


y B WitHcursts F™"K BUTTO TS AE BLACKBYRD & LISTEN 
| SATURDAY MARCH 15 /, ' : 
' EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE ‘ 7 | o wi APRIL 14. ne 


| TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES & BLACKBYRD 


a EDMONTON 
a cdi 5 cree 7 EVENT CENTRE 


DOORS 7 PM - ALL AGES 
TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD 


ry rer ery ie: i : 


MAR 27 - STARLITE ROOM 


DOORS 8 BM - 18+ ID - TIX: MEGATUNES, pene asada, LISTEN 


Z ranng& 

iBloodsheed 
mar 28 - velvet underground § ae Se 

a doors 8 pm - er can peices rob ream bean fs a [ k f fc i fl | | rl 

THE MOST SERENE REPUBLIC 3 DIVINEHERESY 


FRIDAY APRIL 4 - STARLITE ROOM bist : Fireauing 


DOORS 8 PM // 18+ //TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, LISTEN 


Wikies) = MAY 24 - STARLITE ROOM 


STARLITE ROOM DOORS 8 PM - 18+ ID REQ. - TX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD 
DOS PAL AES THA < AND ES (HE 27 one 


MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD & FS (WEM) © : 
AS | Lay DYING wi MISERY SIGNALS - MAY 3 - STARLITE ROOM « ° NOFK - MAY 6- NORTHLANDS AGRICOM 
TOKYO POLICE CLUB - MAY 12 - STARLITE ROOM ¢ NIGHTWISH - MAY 16 - STARLITE ROOM LADYTRON - MAY 20 - STARLITE ROOM 
COHEED & CAMBRIA - MAY 23 - EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE KILLSWITCH ENGAGE - many 26 - eee oe: EVENT CENTRE 


£9 POSE IE RO IST IE OTE LOOT ISLE IEEE 


ALSO AVAILABLE ON ticketmaster.ca 45) -8000 


MAR 13-MAR 19, 2008 = \WU 


www. neweitycompound.com 


MARGH 20TH 


SRA One me FASTER LONG WEEKEND EDITION/! 


@ sos S 


—————w 


ai @ 7 EASTER 


NAZZ NOMAD LONG WEEKEND 


~~" «2 EDITION 
NO MINORS juclll cin 


80S PRICES 
WWW.NEWCITYCOMPOUND. COM 


EASTER Aaa Sd eet 


(Experimental Metal Kings 
From Chicago, lilinois, USA) 


WITH 
UN-ARKVENE 


we MST SS 


$7.00 Door 


- 


APRIL 27TH 


TOTAL CHAOS 


W/ THE SKAM PLUS GUESTS 
MAY 4TH 
LEFT SPINE DOWN 
PANIK ATTAK 
SEPT 28TH 
IMPERATIVE w SITD ¢« 
RE ACTION AESTHETIC PERFECTION 


Left Spine Down is Fighting for Voltage 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vuaweekly.com 

t sounds like Denyss McKnight has 
[= a permagrin as he strolls the 

streets of Vancouver giving an 
interview about the band he plays 
bass for, Left Spine Down (LSD). 

“Today we got asked to submit a 
song for a Nirvana tribute album,” he 
explains. “And we just got the accept- 
ance letter today, so we’re pretty 


tet | SUN, MAR 16 (8 PM) 


= | LEFT SPINE DOWN 
ce | WITH STATICSUN, SANGSARA 
Ou | HEWEITY $10 


stoked on that. Don't know who else 
is on there, but we're really, really 
excited about this.” 

And it is pretty cool, but that’s not 


FRIDAY MAR 14 
STARLITE ROOM 


WWW. RAINEMAIDA NET 


give | 
eHMy gift card 


MYSPACE.COM/RAINEMAIDA 


music * DVD « videogames 


all he’s high about. The six-piece bang 
is also in the throes of finishing up the 
followup to its Smartbomb EP—rioh; 
ing for Voltage, which is set for release 
in late April. 

“We're self-releasing with the help of 
a distributor called Indie Pool, because 
independent seems to be the way to go 
these days: A little more flexibility: a |i 
tle more control,” he says. “A few dif 
ferent labels that we talked to — as 
much as people say they don’t, every 
body kind of wants to make it their py 
and mould you into their own vision o 
what you should be, and we're way tx 
egotistical for that. 

“We think that we're cool enough 
as we are,” he laughs. 


FUSING ALL OF THE heaviness of metal 
punk and drum ‘n’ bass, Left Spin: 
Down bashes out hard-hitting tracks 
While you can hear slight tinges of a 
Front Line Assembly influence—two 
of LSD's members (Jeremy Inkel and 
Jared Slingerland) and its produce: 
(Chris Peterson) play with the electro 
industrial band—Left Spine Down 
aims its driving beats far mor: 
squarely at the solar plexus 

It was this sonic assault that mad 
McKnight want to join the band a 
couple of years ago. At the time, h 
was in the Black Halos, but afte: 
much harassment, was finally asked 
to join the LSD fold. 

“I told Jared, the guitar player—! 
kind of threatened him actually—| told 
him, one day I am going to be in you 
band and you're going to hate 
McKnight jokes. “And I guess the) 
were looking for a drummer and t! 
found Tim [Hagberg], and they finall 
let me join two years later [in 2006} 

It wasn’t long before McKni 
found that playing in three bands—h« 
was also a member of Vancouve 
metal band Last Plague—involved \ 
much drama, leading him to drop 
everything but LSD. 

With six members—rounded out ! 
Kaine D3l4y and Matt Girven—t! 
band’s writing process is very muc! 
group effort. Even though Fighting / 
Voltage will have the tracks of "! 
four-song EP on it—which were w'' 
ten before McKnight and Hagbe's | 
joined—they will be redone to incor | 
porate the talents of the latest me 
bers, as all six of them dig intoa wey | 
of writing together. 

"The band is getting a little mor 
cohesive. The writing’s gotten 2 0! 
more solid. We're actually able to 
around and figure out what's working 
and what’s new in our arrangemen> 
McKnight says. “This is the best sons 
writing experience in my, like 
years of playing in a band.” w 
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ALYSSA NOEL / alyssa@vuewe 

When Sink This City releases its 
debut EP this week it will be delivered 
with a bit of irony. 

The point of the six-song disc was to 

"get something short and sweet out 
there quick,” explains guitarist Tom Kerr. 

Ten months later, with the finished 
package in hand, the band is just anx- 
ious to start work on a full-length. “It’s 
been driving us nuts getting this fin- 
ished because it has been a long 
process,” he says. “We're all gung-ho 
on some new material.” 

But the disc, of course, wasn't a 
waste. Not only did the group get to lay 
down some songs, it was also excellent 
practice for when the members invest 
in a more extensive record. “The actual 
process of recording is a really good 
time for a band to grow and learn and 
get comfortable with each other,” Kerr 
explains. “So the next time you sit 
down to record, you're better at it.” 

None of the pop-rock group's mem- 
bers are strangers to band dynamics, 
however. Each of them has spent time 
in different local bands. They came 
together, piece by piece, in the sum- 
mer of 2006 after Kerr's band dis- 
solved and he decided to seek out a 
few like-minded musicians who were 
looking to “hang out" and, basically, 
have a good time. 

Although the band has aspirations 
of touring (and will, in fact, embark on 
a tour to Montréal this summer) that 
sentiment has stuck with it. 

Kerr says he and his bandmates 
have no delusions of wanting to 
“make it.” Music is more of a fun, 
albeit expensive, hobby. “What our 
commen goal is is to have fun with it 
and be prolific and write songs and 
play for people,” he says. 

And he uses the term people in a 


| literal-sense. Young or old, rock or reg- 


qgae, Kerr would like the band to play 
for them all. That's why Sink This City 
decided to have two EP release par- 
ties—one all ages show at Jekyll & 
Hyde (Mar 15) and another 18-pius 
show at the Pawn Shop (Mar 29). 

“| preter ail ages shows to bar 
shows,” he says. “! see bar shows’ 
place in the community. | myself don’t 
drink at all, so | never found a kinship 
with the bar. really, really like play- 
ing alla because ever one 
is there’ eet 


Secs to 
have other- 

a things we've 
9 with this band is 


ACE FREHLEY 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 39 


to draw from is that Frehley is able to 
choose the best songs to make the 
best album possible instead of simply 
cranking it out as fast as he can 
“Sometimes ... a group will come 
out with an album and the record 
company will say, ‘Well, we need 
another album,’ and between touring 
they throw a second album together, 


COR 
HU RTIN’ 


and ... with a lot of groups their second 
album usually isn’t as good as the first 
one because the first is something they 
were probably working on from outset 
of the band’s conception,” he explains 
“Yeah, like I said, a lot of these songs 
have been around for a while, and of 
course some of them I wrote this year 
or in 2007, so I've had a lot of time to 
live with them and tweak them, and, 
you know, change things maybe after 
listening to them a few times—{things] 
that I thought could improve the song 
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or the melody.” 


WITH RECORDING almost finished, 


Frehley is ready to climb back onto 
the rock ‘n’ roll stage. His lay-off from 
the live arena hasn’‘t been as long as 
the time between solo albums, but it 
took the guitarist several years after 
splitting from Kiss before he got back 
to performing more than the odd song 
or two, starting with a live show in 
New York on Halloween of 2007 
Looking back on it now, Frehley is a 
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little surprised that it took him as long 
as it did to get back at it 

“When I did that show on Hal- 
loween in New York City, | walked off 
the stage and | said, ‘Wow, this is 
what I do best—why have I waited so 
long?’” he remembers. “It just took me 
a long time to put it all together, you 
know? When | got off the Kiss tour | 
had to deal with my own demons and 
my addictions. Luckily, today I’m 
clean and sober 16 months and life’s 
tumed around for me.” w 
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Hey, buddy, you’ve got to hear this song 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


few years ago Angie Nussey 
started university with inten 
tions of a career in medicine 


Then she experienced that feeling that 
a lot of students get: doubt. It’s easy 
on a career when you're 


to decide 
looking at things like course names 
and potential salaries on paper, but 
change once you get down 


goals can 
to earning that degree and really see 
what it’s all about. Once Nussey 
began working towards that career 
she decided that maybe medicine 
wasn’t exactly what she wanted to 
spend her life doing after all 

‘Isnt that the way it goes?” she 
laughs over the phone from Toronto 
“And | think some people can handle 
it mentally—they can push through. | 
admire those people who've got the 
determination to set their mind on 
something and even if it seerns a little 
different from what they thought, they 
can push through, but with me | can't 
I just get so depressed and it always 
seems that the wind is pushing me 
[towards music]. I've been at this for 
10 years and it seems like even in my 
times of trying to quit performing in 
public and just sort of doing it on my 
own, it always seems like something 
will come up that will make me go 


—] FAL, MAR 14 (7:30 PM) 
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out again and do it again and it just 
s like the nght thing to do. 

I've been playing since I was seven 
and writing since 1 was young, too, but 
| didn't really consider it a career until 1 
got into university,” she continues, 
recalling her transition from medicine 
‘| was a bit bummed out and 
not really happy with where | was, and 
my mom said, ‘Well, you really like to 
ing and you've got all these songs, you 
should pro bably try doing something 
with music,’ and at that point | ended 
ip going into opera-singing lessons 
and | joined a cover band on the week- 
ends and | liked it. | like a lot of aspects 
of it’s an interesting business—and I 
think somebody's got to do it. You've 
got to have musicians or the world 
would be really boring.” 


THESE DAYS, NUSSEY is well aware 


that the world is a changing place for 
musicians. With digital distribution 
become increasingly popular, Nussey 
has made her music available in CD 
form through internet sites like CD 


to music 


Baby and Indie Pool, and in an entir 
ly digital format through iTunes 
"This digital shift—I don't tee! 
ahead of it, that’s for sure,” she 
chuckles. “I'm definitely not again 
the new digital era because | thin! 
there will be a lot less waste as far 
CD covers go, and stuff like that, bu! 
there is a nervous feeling among a lo! 
of musicians ... | think there will be 
section of time that it'll be hard 
make a living at what we do, esp 
cially off of our music, but those time 
are changing too. It’s a matter of ge! 
ting it worked out and pushing 
through that little section of time 
The internet has made it possi! 
for pretty much anyone with a coi 
puler to put their music out there [0 
everyone to hear, resulting in « 
increasing deep poo! of artists for '! 
teners to wade through, but Nusse 
isn't worried that the wider availabi!) 
ty of music will signal the end fo! 
artists making a living in the busines 
“It seems like good songs and gooc 
music, they stand out,” she states “| 
still ends up coming around by wor’ 
of mouth. That's how | usually !1n« 
out about music. Someone say 
‘You've got to listen to this.’ Thos 
who have something really spec!4 
you end up finding them anyway." ¥ 
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Even though the Surgents have only 
been together for about six months, 
the band has recorded an EP, currently 
has a video on MuchMusic and was 
Sonic’s Band of Month last October. 
Each of the Surgents has been around 
the local sa scene for a while now, 

ee t and Zimmerman playing in 
ands d pr untvarsiey and Brabec 
producing A names that range from 
dustin Timberlake to Korn to his 17- 
month-old son. 
“| put some dance beats behind his 
singing ane it was a family hit, of 


al Benefit Concert on Saturday night. The 
Surgents are an obvious musical choices 
for the evening with the band’s socially 
conscious songs and a politically charged 
logo in the background. 

“We have an opportunity in our band 
to say something of significance,” Zim- 
Merman says, glancing around for agree- 
ment. “So | think we're paired up really 
well with Amnesty International.” 

All the band members are quite com- 
fortable with starting musical careers at 
this point in their lives and aren't afraid 
to poke fun at themselves, 

“Y'm a child of the '80s,” he says. * For 
me it's about the music and the visuals.” 

Brabec looks down, nodding in agree- 
ment. 

“When | think of our shows, | think 
about the next Duran Ouran,” he says 
and then laughs. 

“Don't fucking say that,” Zimmerman 


_ says half-seriously and hits Brabec in 


the shoulder. 


_ Immediately everyone at the table 
‘breaks into laughter. w 
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Alberta 
SINnuSsIc 


Folk singer is writing about 
the women who made 
Wayne Gretzky's jeans 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com ated | SAT MAR 15 (8PM) 

I: you're reading this paper, it’s = Mi 
probably safe to assume that 

you're nr entirely satisfied with ANVEEN ALEXANORA COMMUNITY HAL, $18 

the results of the previous election ou. 

(although that might be an unfair 

assumption—l'm sure some Conserva- involved with labour and left wing 

tive MLAs can read) movements in a number of different 
Well, neither is Maria Dunn capacities; in addition to her 

Known for her lyrical, Celtic-infused _artist-in-residence at the Ed 

folk songs focusing primarily on every District Labour Council, Du 

day working people, Dunn has been _— penned anti-war songs, pro-labo 
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there wi be a bed for me in 
ontario if 1 ever decide to give up on 
alberta,” she says. “I think it was real- 
ly unfortunate we lost some NDP 
seats with some really good people— 


now we have fewer opposition seats 


and a government that doesn’t do 
anything to protect the environment. 
There’s no voices to temper the gung- 
ho money motives.” 


important thing is that Dunn has a 
new album on the way sometime this 
summer. A departure from her 2004 
historically themed concept album 
called We Were Good People, which 
recounted stories from Alberta's hard- 


scrabble past in a traditional style, 
this as-yet-unnamed album will take 
its subject matter from all over. 


be songs that were more fun to write— 
adventure songs more in the Celtic 
storytelling tradition,” she says, men- 
tioning that the infusion of Celtic influ- 
ence was a decision she made with her 
longtime producer Shannon Johnson 
of the McDades. “After doing some- 


Visit a Virgin Mobile Mini Store, virginmobile.ca or call 1-866-999-4145. 


thing with so much of a focus like We 
Were Good People, everything you do 
afterwards just feels scattered.” 


regain some focus—Dunn is also cur- 
rently hard at work on a new concept 
based project about the GWG clothing 
plant in Edmonton and the women 
who worked there, which is being 
funded through the Edmonton Cultur- 
al Capital Program. A sneak preview 


of all of the projects being funded 
through this program will occur on 


Mar 16 at the Winspear, but until 
“There'll be a few anti-war songs, a i then, Dunn is looking forward to delv- 
ok out a couple of But enough of all that depressing few contemporary songs about justice AS IF SHE WASN'T feeling scattered _ ing into her vast collection of songs 
a stuff—we'll have four or five years to _and reconciliation, but there will also enough—or perhaps in an effort to _ this weekend. 
it was ressing. My mom said cry about all that—right now, the most 


“We'll be playing music from all 
three of my CDs and the one that’s yet 
to be released, so it will be music 
from all those albums,” she says. “It’s 
always a real pleasure to play in the 
folk club atmosphere and to have a 
nice listening audience.” w 
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‘NEW SOUNDS 


MARK PICKEREL & HIS PRAYING HANDS 
CODY'S DREAM 
BLOODSHOT 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
Mark Pickerel started his career off as 
the drummer in Screaming Trees, one 
of the many bands that emerged from 
the streets of Seattle when the music 
industry was calling that city the 
home of all the 
next big things. 
Where Screaming 
Trees had a defi- 
nite psychedelic 
vibe going within 
the band's dis- 
torted rock, Pick 
erel left that all 
behind, quitting 
the group in 1991 
in favour of trav- 
elling his own 
path. That road 
has led him to his 
latest album, 
Cody’s Dream, an affair thatis a 
healthy brew of roots and pop, lean- 
ing slightly more to the gritty side and 
away from the slick 

As the album opens up with the 
stomping title track, the first thing 
that jumps out is Pickerel’s lyrics. For 
someone who used to be a drum- 
mer—generally considered the most 
neanderthal of all the various types of 
musicians—he’s got a real way with 
words. And so he should if he’s going 
to get away with an album that was 
birthed during a southern road trip by 
himself and with no music in the car. 
It's a song cycle that captures not just 
the physicality of his trip, but, more 
importantly, the thoughts and inspira 
tions behind it 

As “Cody’s Dream” plays out, Pick 
erel drops more than his share of 


ist: 


recordsa&cds 


trouble in dreams trico 


top 10 sellers 


MARK PICKEREL 


CODY'S DREAM 


great lines, from “Cody and the Cow- 
punks / They never got it right / One 
day ahead of the curve / The next 
behind the times” to “Cody and the 
Cowpunks / They sang my favourite 
song / The song about getting out of 
this town / Finally moving on” to 
“Mom's got religion / Dad’s got drink 
/ i'm still holding onto Cody’s dream.” 

It's a fantastic start to what 
amounts to a liter- 
ary-styled explo- 
ration of Pickerel’s 
jOurney—or at 
least the journey 
that he imagined 
There are all sorts 
of characters to be 
found here, from 
the narrator's 
hero, Cody, to the 
intriguing and 
conflicted dreamer 
in the rolling 
grooves of “She 
Sleeps Through 
Sirens,” and Pickerel manages to 
make you want to meet them all, if 
only for a few moments 

It’s a tricky world that Pickerel is 
navigating here, but he finds his 
way—and leads the listener through 
the darkness—by using the songs as 
his road map. There’s a rawness to 
the sound of the guitars here, and the 
drums practically rattle along, with 
the whole thing feeling a lot like a 
ride in the back of an old pick-up 
truck down the backroads of a world 
that is more concerned with simply 
finding something real and alive than 
with catching up with the Hollywood 
glitz on the latest episode of Entertain- 
ment Tonight 

It’s not always pretty—in fact, it’s 
not even pretty very often—but that’s 
sort of what makes it so interesting. 


d HIS PRAYING HANDS 


104430 - 124 street 
780.732.1132 
www listenrecords.net 


quaristice trico 


volume one co 


On "Cherokee Grove” Pickerel com. 
bines a bouncy ‘60s melody with a 
guitar that groans with effort, and 
there's a subdued and kinda cree epy 
cover of Bob Dylan’s “One More c up 
of Coffee” that Pickerel doesn’t just 
make his own, but rather immerses 
himself in the song’s dark and slow 
movements. 

There's an occasional bump in the 
road—"I Promise” is sweet, but 
doesn't quite hold together for its 
length—but then that's probably a 
lot like Pickerel’s trip, and it’s rea ly 
just a short moment on the way 
another highlight, so it’s not really 
that bad at all. 


DANKO JONES 
NEVER 100 LOUD 
AQUARIUS RECORDS 


LEWIS KELLY / lewis@vueweekly.com 

Jones and his band don’t seem tc 
get that their record hits up every 
rock stereotype there is: songs 
about tits? Check. Liner notes filled 
with photos of the band resentfull) 
staring at the camera to show you 
how rockin’ and full of ‘tude they 
are? Check. Boring three-ch¢ 
thrash and repetitious guitar licks 
Double-check on that one. Where 
the hell did this come from? | mean 
Jones has multiple Juno nomina- 
tions. There is either some profound 
irony going on here or Never Tou 
Loud was made by a trio of petulan! 
junior high students who have just 
figured out how to play powe! 
chords. The album calls to mind a 
quote from This !s Spinal Tap: “the 
musical growth rate of this band 
cannot even be charted. They ar 
treading water in a Sea of retarded 
sexuality and bad poetry.” 


DANIEL LEDWELL 
TWO OVER SEVEN 
DEAD DAISY RECORDS 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
Danie! Ledwell’s sweet, mournful 
songs are simple and pared down 
folk-pop, focussed on Ledwell’s gentle 
guitar and even more gentle, almost 
fragile vocals. Rose Cousin’s back-u] 
vocals and the soft layering of instru 
ments adds a mournful depth that is 
perfectly fitting for the lyrical focu 
the album: the vulnerability a! 
aching of the heart that comes from 
loves lost 

Above all, there’s a tender famili: 
ity to the songs, especially “I Ha\ 
Made You a Mixtape,” which char! 
the lifespan of this classic form ©! 
musical wooing, from the trepidatio! 
of initial’innocence through misste 


to the bitter finality of realizing t 
over. It’s that sense of understandins 
familiar to anyone who has endured 4 
relationship’s end, that draws you into 
Ledwell’s exploration. 
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Bveawostiyc 
‘ou not in the know, 
garth will be fully enveloped in 
2012 by the photon band, a particle 
belt which revolves around a star 
cluster 440 light years from Earth. 
Depending who you'‘ask, this will 
result in either: a) massive elec- 
tronic failure, b) a shift in global 
consciousness or c) absolutely 
nothing. (The latter being based on 
the fact that there is no proof that 
such a thing exists.) 

Still, the concept does make for a 
pretty swell way to pass the time as 
you and your buddies try to ride out 
that double of acid, and, perhaps 
not coincidentally, the same can be 
said for Back Down to Earth. 

Alternately—and sometimes con- 
currently—reminiscent of the Beat- 
les, Pink Floyd, Keith Moon-era the 
Who, and infused with Hendrix in all 
his Electric Ladyland glory, it’s a 
bluesy, catchy wander through a 
modern version of a late-'60s record 
store just off Haight. 


= | QUICK SPINS 


WHITEY ann TB PLAYER 
quickspins@vueweekly.com 


Such sweet metal; ruined! 
Why must that screaming asshat 
Open his damn mouth? 


mae ADAMS 
UNIVERSAL 


Canadian king 
Of bland-ass vanilla rock 
Serves up one more scoop 


CREATURE 

NO SLEEP AT ALL 

BONSOUN 

In old Montreal, 

The talent, fun and cocaine 
All flow like water 


FIXER 

BEFORE THE SUN 

RIKER HILL 

Poor man's shitty rock 
Actually, it don't sound great 
To rich folks either 


PROTEST THE H 
FORTRESS S 
VAGRANT 


Eye-rolling metal 
Done with finesse and style 
Not too shabby boys 


8 DIAGRAMS 
SAC/UNIVERSAL 
Pour one on the ground 
For Ol’ Dirty, cuz it ain't 
The same without him 


2 HOURS TRAFFIC 

LITTLE JABS 

CRIMINAL 

| just saw these guys 

And got all gay about them 
And their fine live show 


The following CD was reviewed by 
both Whitey and TB, to differing ends: 


WHAT MADE MILWAUKEE FAMOUS 
ae DOESN'T KILL US 


The real question is. 
What made What Made Milwaukee 
Famous famous ... huh? 


See? Rock can still be 
Intelligent, without being 
An arrogant ass 


Farewell to ‘The Hair’ 


| ENTER SANDOR 


STEVEN SANDOR 
= | steven@weweekly.com 


Edmonton's music scene lost one of its 
greats this week. 

| have known Gary McGowan for well 
aver a decade; as a fellow media person, 
as 4 music promoter, as a partner in the 
Starlite Room and, most importantly, as a 
friend. 

Anyone who knew “The Hair,” as we 
liked to call him—let’s face it, Gary's 
large ‘do was his signature—was aware 
of his encyclopedic knowledge of rock ‘n’ 
roll. His friends used to tease him that he 
should go to Hallywood and make a few 
bueks an Rock & Roll Jeopardy, that yup- 
pie VH1 take on the classic game show. 

| remember once standing at the Shaw 
Conference Centre, watching Chris Mar- 
(in bang the piano keys for Coldplay. | 
asked Gary what he thought of the whole 
Coldplay phenomenon and | will always 
femember his answer. | still think of it 
avery time | hear that band. “! saw this 
band 20 years ago,” he yelled as we 
stood beside the soundboard. “But back 
(hen they were called Supertramp.” 

Or there was the time a group of 
iriends asked Gary if he'd ever heard of 
Poco; he then gave us a succinct biogra- 
phy of the band. Another great story, 
passed on by Gary's old friend Gene 
Kosowan, who used to edit a previous 
‘neamation of this weekly, is that back in 
‘heir CJSR days, the staff used to play a 
name-that-tune style of game. Drop the 
needle on a record, and name the song as 
fast as you possibly could. No one could 
Seat Gary, and he'd often pick out 
obscure album tracks in seconds. 

But what might be my favourite memo- 


ry of Gary came on our first New Year's 
Eve at the Starlite. A group of staff knew 
that someone should address the crowd 
when the clock neared the zero hour; as 
Gary was the TV and radio personality, he 
was drafted, even though he guaranteed 
us he'd be no good for the job. We knew 
the opposite, and when Gary stood on the 
stage, his arms raised in the air, orches- 
trating the cheers from the audience as if 
he was a conductor, the rest of us simply 
marvelled at how quickly he could trans- 
form himself into the showman. 

Gary, to me, was always a reminder of 
how rock music is cyclical. When you 
asked him about a new act, he would 
always refer back to a similar band from 
a past era. He placed music in a historical 
context. 

He had a soft spot for Patti Smith’s 
classic Horses album; on a night when 
music personalities from across the city 
were asked to play one favourite song 
each for a unique DJ night, Gary went 
back to that punk classic for the evening's 
opening tune. 

Even though Gary had the big rock hair 
and a wide collection of ‘80s shirts, he was 


Gary McGowan (lett) with Vue Weekly publisher and hippie 


-in-chief Ron Garth during Gary's tenure at the paper. 


one of the most honest-to-goodness punk 
rock people I'd ever met. Honest about his 
passion for the Edmonton music scene 
When he was a partner in BAD Concerts, 
Edmonton was still an outpost to most tour- 
ing acts, and he was one of the people who 
worked his tail off to prove to the bands 
that Edmonton should be a regular stop, 
“It's fine to go on about civic booster- 
ism and all that,” he said almost a 
decade ago. “I'm sure they have a lot of 


civic pride in Biloxi, Mississippi, too. But 


that doesn’t get you shows. It doesn't 
get you noticed ... A band doesn’t come 
here because they read chamber of com- 
merce literature. They come here 
because some promoter bugged them 
and said this is a good place to make 
money ... [but] the real reward is when 
the lights go down, the music comes on 
and the crowd is really getting into it 
Then you know it’s all worth it.” 

We will all miss him. Cue the Patti 
Smith, w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in-chief 
of Vue Weekly, now an editor and author 
living in Toronto. 
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THE CLUMSY 


LOVERS 


WITH GUESTS BROCK SKYWALKER 


TUESDAY MARCH 18 


VErVeET 
TICKETS AT THE DOOR 
DOORS ATSPM 10030-102ST INFO:428-STAR 
WWW.STARLITEROOM.CA UNDER THE STARLITE ROOM 


MUSIC 


MAR 13 - MAR 19, 2008 


ARTS OUTREACH BIG BANDS Mactwan's Centre for the 
(497-4303)_¢ For musicians of all levels to play a van- 
! of music © Tue or Wed (7:30-S:30pm) 


AWA 12-STEP SUPPORT GROUP Braeside = terian 
ildren of 


FOR Liv- 
Monthly lecture series followed by a question end answer 
discussion period © Sat. Mar. 15 {1-2pm) 


CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 11205-101 St 
(473-1999) © Basketball; Mon (5-7; 


) © Healing Circle; 
Mon (6- i mi ¥ ae Mon/Thu Fp, a om . 
Volleyball: Tue © Sewing Circle: Tue (6-8pm) * 
Class (6-Spm) © C.NLEC. Pow-wow; Wed 
(&-Spm) © Hip-Hop Class; every Thu (5-7pm) * Cree Class: 


Thu (68pm) © Elders and Residency; Fri (all day) * Safe 


‘and Harm Reduction; last Fri every month (11am- 
Py ace RP 1 zag, Op 
CELEBRATE SPRING dG 12411 Stony 
Plain Rd © Equinox party: Tee talks, music, tattoos, 
Fa, Err os. hr 

‘CLUB DU SOLEIL |talian-Canadian Seniors Drop-in Centre, 
$111-110.Ave, winehouse com (988-41 c Siates 
dana) > $1 (monbeySt01 es 


advising heal mee Call Shel at 
iGo 7788 or nlomavon " 


ANNIVERSARY INVASION OF 
WRAQ Legislature steps to start then marching to Winston 
oa weww.ecawar.org (968-2713) © Sat, Mar. 15 


‘activist 


INTERFAITH CENTRE FOR EDUCATION 
AND Edmonton City Hall (413-6159) ¢ Noon cere- 
mony to mark the International Day for the Elimination of 


Racism and Discrimination * 1, Mar. 19 (noon) 


EDMONTON NATURE CLUB Royal Alberta Museums 
Meeting and lecture Alien Invasion or Benign pages! 
Reshuth ling by John Acom * Mar. 14 (7pm coffee; 7:30pm 
meeting) 

ETS COMMUNITY CONFERENCE MacEwan College. City 
Centre Campus, 105 St Building, www.takeET: S com {096- 
1611) © Leam about and discuss transit-related topics and 
issues with Edmonton Transit System staff * Sat, Mar. 15 
{8:30am-12:45pm) * Free, pre-register 


THE EEL Whitemud Crossing Library, 4211-106 St (496- 
eas Feature film, PG, mature theme, English, French 
ay jpanish with English subtitles © Sun, Mar. 16 (2pm) 
* Free 


ERNESTO CHE GUEVARA VOLUNTEER WORK 
BRIGADE Business Building Rm 2-5, U of A ¢ Public meet- 


ing about revoluti ing speaker Femando 
Bike Gomer» Ft Mar 14 on) 


and 
Brown: Small changes 


EXPLORE STILLNESS Unity Church of Edmonton, 13210- 
105 Ave, www.unityo iton.ca (913-6466) © With 
Eckhart Tolle, the Stiliness Amidst the World video/discus- 
‘sion/meditation * Wed, Mar. 26, Apr. 9, 23 (7-Spm) * 
Rey. Racine’s series of talks based on Tolle’s book A New 
farth—Awakening to Your Life's Purpose, 10:30am, Sundey 
services 


FREE YOGA Lulutemon Athietica Kingsway security entrance 
2(471-1200) ¢ Sey ii week, 
mats provided ® Every Sun (6-7pm} 


FUTURE TUESDAYS Rim 129. U of A Education Bldg, 87 
Ave (492- * Anne McLellan lecture on Canadian U.S. 
Relahons ® Mar. 18 


GOOD MEDICINE FILM SERIES Stanley A. Milner Librai 
Theatre (496-7031) © Film, Super Size Me * Mar. 15 (2pm) 


GREENPEACE * The Alberta Tar Sands will singlehanded- 
ly stop Canada from reaching our Kyoto targets. If you want 
fo put an end to one of the world’s most destructive proj- 
ects e-mail mhudema@greenpeace.org 


‘GREAT EXPEDITIONS HOSTEL TRAVEL SLIDE SCHED- 
ULE Hostelling International, 10647-81 Ave (454-6215/455- 
6741) © Meet the 2nd Mon every month (7:30pm) * Free 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11456 
Jasper Ave (488-5742) « foqrene and support services for 
people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and related ill- 
nesses. Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm reduc- 
tion, education, advocacy and public awareness campaigns; 
contact? @hivedmonton.com 


HOSTELLING INTERNATIONAL 10547-81 Ave. 

as ee oe aS * Inspire—Adventure Travel Fair: 
festiiny lectures on Unicef's Spread the Net Campaign, 
Packing Light, Women Travelling Solo, Travel Photography, 
Backpacking Europe for Beginners ® Sat, Mar. 15 ¢ 
Admission is by donation, free travel advice 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Allendale School, 
6415-106 St/Telus Field Club House, 10233-96 Ave, Gate 5 
(469-9776/452-6224) www cae M at 
Allendale School on Mar. 2? only * Meatings at Telus Field 
Club House on Mar 13 and Apr. 10 © Will be relocating to 
the Pleasantview Community Hall, 10860-57 Ave for meet- 
ings in Apnl and May 

LAUGH MORE IN 20081 + Information sessions start-up 
aay uy at yarns ipa in Fervent Hae a 
cise and perhaps make a new friend © nation) & 
Mail: info@steen-worklifebalance.com 


LEADERSHIP EDMONTON Old Timers Pioneer Cabin, 
9430 Scona Ad, 99 St www.leadershipedmonton.com * 
Information luncheon, connects leaders representing busi- 
ness, government, and the not-for-profit seetors * Mar 13 
(11:30am-1;30pm) 


LUNCH BY THE BOOKS: PYSANKA: THE UKRAINIAN 
EASTER EGG IN CANADA Nain Floor, Centre Core; 
Stanley A. Milner Library, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq # 
Mariya Lestv will discuss the pysanka as it exists today in 
Canada as 2 product of over one hundred years of Ukrainian 
experiences in this country ® Thu, Mar. 20 {12:05-12:50pm) 


OUTDOOR WAY OF THE CROSS Boyle Street 
Community eague Hall, 9515-104 Ave (466-6327/423-9675) 
* A prayer walk through the urban core of Edmonton © 
Fri, Mar. 21 (1Gam-noon) 


PARENT TALK (481-1292) Bays and Girls Clubs of 
Edmonton offers support groups and workshops for par- 
‘ents at various city locations 


PEACE MARCH AND RALLY Legislature steps, 
ecawar.org * Edmonton Coalition against War And 
Racism (ECAWAR), march to Winston Churchill Square on 
the Sth anniversary of the war on Iraq ® Sat, Mar 15 
(12:30pm meet at the Legislature steps) 


A PEACE PROCESS—NOT EXTENSION OF WAR Telus 
Building, Rm 150. U of A (429-4500) « Public meeting fea- 
turing ey speaker Gerald Ohlsen * Wed, Mar. 1917- 
8:30pm) 

‘SELF ESTEEM SUPPORT GROUP (496-5930) * For 
women wlio are experiencing chaos as a result of a life cri- 
sis and who feel isolated * Group meets every week 


SHAPE YOUR WORLD YOUTH ACTION 

Gull Lake, AB, Peat crienigetorchi tet ‘org (448-1505) « 
High school students will focus on key social/environmental 
issues happening focally and around the world. it 


speakers Ravi Jaipau! and JonJon Rivero * Mar. 14-16 (bus 
leaving 4pm on Fri, Mar. 14) ® $60 for the weekend (incl. 
food, accommodation at the Gull Lake camp facilities, and 
workshop fees) e-mail; ruralroots.cfea@gmail.com 


‘SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT IS CRIME 
www.SaferCommunities2008.com © Lasting Solutions for 
Safer Communities Forum, presented by the John Howard 
Society of Alberta featuring speakers Howard Sapers, Jim 
Gumet, Dr. Irvin Waller, Ross Green, Dan Gardner, Doug 
Borch, Dr. Franklin Zimring, Susan Sharpe, Shelley Williams, 
Jan Fox, Kathy Louis, and Robert Cormier * Until Mar. 14 


THOUGHTFUL TUESDAY Steeps Tes Lounge, 11116-82 
Ave (988-8105) « SIT lis Yad featuring 
ee The Revolution Starts at Home * Tue, Mar, 18 
(7pm) 


WAH! PIGS, POLICE AND PENIS GOURDS Stanley A 
Milner Library Theatre (496-7032) * Documentary film pre 
sented by Adventure Inks, followed by discussion * Thu, 
Mar 20 (7pm) * Free 


WALK A MILE: THE IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCE IN 
CANADA Mill Woods Library Mill Woods Town Centre, 
2331-66 St (496-1818) ¢ A 4-part NFB film series presented 
by EIMSNS @ Part | and tl: Thu, Mar. 13 (7pm); Part Ill and 

' Thu, Mar. 20 (7pm) * Free, pre-register at 496-1818 


WELCOME TO THE REEL WORLD Civil Engineerin 
Building (CEB) 325, www.iweck.ualberta.ca ® Global issues 
film an speaker series * Sierra Leone's Refugee All Stars 
© Wed, Mar. 19 (Spm) © Free 


WHAT'S BUGGING SETH? Unity Church of Edmonton, 
13210-106 Ave (913-6468) * Hearing impaired, Seth is try- 
ing to navigate a career, tove and friendship, while dealing 
with beliefs about failure and striving for success * Fri, 
Mar. 14 (7pm; preceded by 5:30pm potluck} 


WHO COLLECTS DOLLS? I DOI Riverbend Branch (944- 
sa © Kathy Shute will talk about doll collecting « Mar. 
18 (7pm) 


WOMEN IN BLACK in front of the Old Strathcona Farmers’ 
Market * Silent vigil the 1st and 3rd Sat (10-11am) every 
month, stand in silence for a world without violence * Sat, 
Mar. 15 (10-1 1am) 


Z-DAY...... ZENTGEIST Downtown Edmonton Public Library 
Theatre (Stanley A Milner Library, 7 Sir Winston Churchill 
Sq, wwww.zeitgeistmovie.com (231.9000) « Documentary & 
Mar. 15 (7-10pm) * Free (donations accepted but not 


required) 
QUEER LISTINGS 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER Red Dear (403-347- 
6073) * Affirm welcome LGBTO people and their friends, 
family, and allies, meet at Sonmyaraai United Church the 
2nd Tue (7pm) every month 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus ¢ Sex. sexual. 
poe differences in education and culture focus grou . 
ontact Dr. Andre Grace (andre, grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP 

http://groups. yatioo,com/group/iwedmoanton * Social pon 
for bi-curious and bisexual women * 2nd Thu (7:30pm) 
every month 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10247-106 St (423-5014) * Large 
tavern with poo! tables, restaurant, shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7736) * 
Open nightly Spm-am, Fri §pm-3pm * Sun’ Rotating drag 
shows with Mz Bianea and Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust 
Lounge and GoDiva and Donnatella NE1 in The GoDonna 
Show, Du vdepeniealt sy * Mon. Amateur strip con- 
test with Mia Fellow, mid night DJ WestCoastBabyOaddy * 
Tue: Free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser * Wed; Hump 
day with OJ Sexey Sean « Thu: Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, OJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fir 
We made ‘em famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to 
avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm * Sat, Undie night for 
men only, free paol and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave 
(982-7960) © Open 24/7 © vivwigayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON MUSIC NIGHT © A mature social group, 
couples and singles welcome * E-mail edmontonmusic- 
hight@hotmail.com for more into 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, 10804-119 Street * A group of older gay men 
‘and ther admirers who have common social interests meet 
the 2nd Sun {2 =p) of most months for a social period, a 
shart meeting and a guest speaker, discussion panel or a 
potluck supper. Special interest groups meet for other social 
activities throughout the month. email 
edmontonpr@yahoo.ca, www.primetimersww.org/edmonton 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 


www.edmontontba.org * Monthly after business mixer 
eget pe te in the GLBT business communi 
www feamedmonton.ca * Women’s Drop-In Recreational 
Badminton; Oliver School Gym. 10227-118 St (485-3620) 
Weed (6-7:30pm) * Ballroom dancing; all genders: tall. 
foo! mmedmonton.ca * Booteal st Alphonsus, 
luingsonerey oer ieee ree 
a Ly 
Tom), bowlir ea * Curlin we 


nite Curling Club, 8620-107 St; Mon {7: 
17; curli Oisamedinontin.cm * fui ne! 


funni leamedmonton,.ca * ing: NAIT pool, 
11762-106 St; Tue (8-Spm), Thu {7.30-8:3pm), . 
swimming@teamedmonton.ca * Volleyball: 101 

Amiskiwacy Academy, At Airport Terminal just off 
King: ; Wed recreational ( On 
recyolleyball@teamedmonton.ca, Thu Intermediate: volley: 
ball@teamedmonton.ca * YOGA (Hathal: Free Lion's Breath 
Yoga; every Sun (2-3°30pm); yopa@teamedmonton,ca 


U of A Campus * Campus-based organizatio 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans identified and er 
(UGBTO) faculty, graduate stucient, academic, straight allies 
and support staff * 3rd Thu every month (fall/winter terms): 
Speakers Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta,ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, (0408-124 St, Www.edmlivingpos)- 
tive.ca (14877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing confidential 
er Support to people living with HIV * Tue (?-3pm) 
jupport group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Joan 
Fim 3-18 (490-7332) # Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, 
treatment and harm reduction in French, English and other 
African languages * 3rd and 4th Sat (9am-5pm) every 
month * Free {member\/$10 (membership) © Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 

Www .georities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational 
and competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
encouraged to participate. Socializing after practices « 
Every Tue, Thu 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave * Support meeting for 
parents, families and friends of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgendered people * Ist Tue (7pm) every month « 
Information phone Ruby at 436-1998 after Gpm, or edmon. 
tonab@pflagcanada.ca 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave, 
www, pridecentreofedmonton.org (488-3234) © Open Tue-Fri 
Ipm-10pm, Sat 12-6:30pm * erat library, and communi 
internet services available * LGBT Seniors Drop-in: 

cial time for seniors of all genders to get together with 
tea pre snacks Thu and Tue a pm) * CA: Meet 
every Thu (7pm) * Womonspace: Wd Meeting Ist Sun 
every month {10:30am-12:30pm) * Youth Movie Night: Fri 
(6pm) * Games Night Coffee and games; Ist and last Fri 
every month; Fri {7-Spm) * Suit Up and Show Up: AA big 
book Study roup, every Sat (12pm) © Youth Understanding 
Youth: Youth (up to 25 years) pe and social group: 
every Sat (7-Spm) e-mail yuy@shaw.ca ® Trans 
Education/Support Group: A place to come and be yourself 
Support and education for Transsexual, Transgendered, 
Intersexed, Two-Spirited and questioning individuals at any 
point in transition; 1st and 3rd Sun every month (2-4pm). 
www.albertatrans.org * Men Talking with Pride: Men's 
social and discussion group facilitated by Rob Wells, rob- 
wells780@hotmail.com; every Sun (?pm) * HIV Support 
Group; 2nd Mon every month (7pm) ¢ T110 Alliance; support 
meeting, Transgender, Transsexual, Intersex and 
Questioni lucation, Advocacy and appt for Men, 
Women and Youth; 2nd Tue every month (7:30pm) * PFLAG. 
A support and resource group for parents and friends of 
GLBT individuals; Ist Tue every month (7pm) * Youth 
Theatre Project: Youth-led group addresses homophobia 
through theatre and @ video project; every Wed (7pm), Email 
Emiy@pridecsntedfednantn on * YouthSpace: A safe 
and fun drop-in for LGBTQ youth (up to 25), Tue-Sat (3-7pm} 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 10209-122 St 
(482-1587) www.rwuc.org * Soul OUTing: an LGBT- 
alternative worship * 3rd Sun every month (7pm); v i 
Sun (10:30am); people of all sexual orientations welcome. A 
LGBT monthly book club and a bi-monthly film night. Call for 
more info or email jravenseroft@rwuc.org 


‘ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave (436-1555) 
People of all sexual orientations are welcome, Sunday wor 
ship at 10am 


SINGLE LESBIANS 40 PLUS © A wornan’s social group 
gathers once a month on Sat for conversation over tea and 
coffee © information e-mail: singlewomen40plus@hot 
mail.com 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) * Steam 
baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOMONSPACE (780-482-1794) * A non-profit lesbian 
organization, organized activities held monthly including 
licenced non-smoking dances, coffee houses, family events 
james nights, golf toummaments and more *_www.gaycan: 
cf com/womonspace, e-mail: womonspace@gmail.com 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (489-6557) * Open Daily _ 
(noon) ® Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick * Sat-Sun 
Pool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


THE BUSKER'S BALL Naked on Jasper, 10354 Jasper 
Ave, Ly //ouskersball.twysted.net © Concert fundraiser 
for the Parkland Institute # Mar. 21 (6:30pm door) ¢ $10 
(suggested donation) 


COMMUNITY ARTS CELEBRATION Winspear Contre * 
A festival of art. exhibitions, performances and preserita- 
tions © Mar. 15-16 (10am-Spm}; Mar. 16 (6pm celebration 
showcase) © Free 


CREATING COMICS FOR THE COMMUNITY Happy 
Harbor Comics, 10112-124 St, 

www happyharborcomics.com * Happy Harbor Comics 
hosts the 12 Hour Comic Challenge, participants entry te 
ets donated directly to Big Brothers Big Sisters * Sat 
Rist 15 (70am) 


FAUX MO DIVAS-NORTHERN LIGHT THEATRE Thin ; 
Space, 11516-103 St * Fundraiser ® Mar. 15 * $25 at 
on the Square 


FILM FESTIVAL Stanley A. Milner Library (496-7000) * 
Exploring Depa Say ad Di Celebrating 
Intemational Day for the Elimination of Racial Discriratior 
* Mar 13 t 

JOURNEY TO LIGHT: GALA FUNDRAISER Art Gallery 0° 
Alberta, Enterprise Square, 100, 10230 Jasper Ave (422- 
6223) « Fundraiser for human Youth Society; Awakening " 
Ad ee ee 
a fashion show, hi and break- J 
sient auction * Seu Mar 15 (7-11pm} # $125 (adv. tickets 
only); casual dress, no minors: 


VOICES FOR UNITY Citadel Theatre, Tucker 
Amphitheatre, 9828-101AS Ave * Fundraiser featuring 
formance by Jared Sowan, Balada Romanian Folk * 
ance Ensemble, Kita No Taiko, U of A Middle Ease: ar 
Northern African Music Ensemble and others * Sat. Mar 
15 {7-3:30pm) * $25 


MAR 13 - MAR 19, 2008 


MUSIC 


a whole column. Here are a few 

of those sad, weird or interesting pieces 
from the last month. 
“| gave him $2 for the bus and he never 
came back.” said Denise King, the mother 
of Simmie Lewis Williams Jr, 17, who 
was shot to death on Feb 22. The Fort 
Lauderdale native was attacked moments 
after witnesses heard him arguing with 
two men. He was wearing a dress at the 
time and police are considering the case 
as a possible hate crime. 

Though his mother claims not to know 
anything about Simmie’s gender-bending, 
he was known locally as ‘Chris’ or ‘Bey- 
once.’ It's not clear whether Williams was 
trans, gay or just a cross-dresser, since 
most reports seem to confuse those identi- 
ties easily. He was buried in a suit 
because, according to King, “I gave birth to 
a boy, and my baby would be buried as a 
boy. | don't know what he did or didn’t do 
across tawn," before adding, “What! know 


is that he was gay and didn’t deserve tobe — 


gunned down because of who he was.” 
The grassy field where Williams was 
shot has:sinee turned into a shrine with 


= | ASTROLOGY 
| aeolian 
ARIES (MAR 21 -APA 19) 


He “cleans up well” is prison lingo. It refers 
to a convict who, upon leaving jail, is able 
to overhaul his appearance and demeanour 
so thoroughly that no one can tell he has 
served time. | believe that in the coming 
weeks you will have access to another ver- 
sion of this skill. You will so completely 
erase the traces of your own personal ver- 
sion of “incarceration” that everyone will 
assume that you've always been a free bird. 


MAY 20) 

'n an effort to create safer streets, some 
yea are getting rid of traffic 
signs and stoplights. The theory is that if 
drivers have no visible aides to guide them, 
they . and be more consider- 
ate. “What we want is for people to be 
confused,” says an official of the German 
‘own of Bohmte. “When they're confused, 
‘hey'll be more alert and drive more care- 
fully” tn this spirit, and in accordance with 
your astrological omens, | suggest that you 
spend @ week exploring the virtues of living 
without any rules. Instead, rely on your 
Intuition about what's most righteous and 
authentic to do in every situation. Proceed 
5N 8 case-by-case basis, without invoking 
general principles or overarching theories. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

fore you attempt a quantum leap of 
faith over the yawning abyss, please 
‘emove your 500 pounds of defence 
"echanisms first. Your success in soar- 


candles, teddy bears and flowers. Accord- 
ing to friends and family all Simmie want- 
ed to do was become a chef and own his 
own restaurant. His friend Henry Thomas 
Says, “There's been a lot of things said 
about Simmie. He was a good person. If 
you were hungry, he would feed you. If 
you were sad, he would minister to you. If 
he were sad, he would not want to bur- 
den you. He gave everybody a chance.” 

| discovered a fantastic foundation that 
aims to provide a memorial to all the (Ameri- 
can) LGBT victims of hate-motivated murder: 
gayamericanheroes.com. How sad that we 
need a whole organization for that. 


NO REPRIEVE FOR GAY MEN WHO 

WANT 10 DONATE BLOOD 
Canada’s two blood-collection agencies 
have decided to continue the ban on blood 
donations from sexually active gay men, 
even after commissioning research on the 
ban’s usefulness. Mark Wainberg and Nor- 
bert Gilmore of McGill University’s AIDS 
Centre filed data with Hema-Québec and 
Canadian Blood Services saying that the 
test used to screen for HIV in donated 
blood is 10 000 times more sensitive now 
than the one used in the 1980s, when the 
gay donor ban originally went into effect. 
Testing aside, the prohibition only even 
remotely makes sense if we believe that 
gay men are much more likely to be HIV 
positive than anyone else, a claim we now 

~ know to be totally false. 

Wainberg argued that lifting the ban 


ing the whole distance will require you to 
be free of emotional baggage. As long as 
you fulfill this simple prerequisite, I'm in 
favour of you risking the transition. It's 
about time you summoned more zeal to 
follow the path with heart, even if that 
path resumes on the other side of the 
great divide. 


CANCER (JUN 21- JUL 22) 

There's a place in Venezuela where light- 
ning storms rage 10 hours a night, 150 
days of the year. It's where the Catatumbo 
River flows into Lake Maracaibo. Humans 
put their lives at risk to be near this persist- 
ent storm. The upside of the phenomenon 
is that it generates a significant portion of 
our planet's ozone, and produces so much 
light that it helps ships navigate up to 400 
kilometres away. If you encounter anything 
with a metaphorical resemblance to the 
Catatumbo lightning in the coming days, | 
suggest you enjoy it from a distance. That 
way, it'll provide you with all of its benefits 
and none of its dangers. 


LED (JUL 23 -AUG 22) 

A psychotherapist friend tald me that 
most of his clients’ problems fit into one 
of three categories: ordinary but inter- 
esting, bizarre and interesting, bizarre 
but dull. What's your style, Leo? Even if 
you're normally the “ordinary but inter- 
esting” type, | suspect that you've 
entered, at least temporarily, the ranks 
of the “bizarre but interesting” crowd. 
There's a big potential perk to this devel- 
opment. It may supply you with a steady 
flow of colourful melodrama, allowing 
you to win friends and influence people 
as you regale them with tales of your 
strangely entertaining life. 


was likely to produce only one unit of con- 
taminated blood every 18 years. Gilmore 
told a news conference if the ban were 
lifted, the Canadian blood supply would 
gain about 136 000 additional donations 
each year from gay men. The CBS might 
also regain many donators who have been 
tumed off by its outdated policy. 


EX-GAY TELEVISION 

CTV's Sudbury affiliate probably didn't 
think too much about it when they agreed 
to air an ad for a local church, Life Pro- 
ductions Ministry. Maybe they should 
have, since the commercial they showed 
was an offer of homosexual rehabilita- 
tion. The spot ran seven times from Mar 3 
fo 5, but numerous complaints from view- 
ers eventually resulted in the ad being 
pulled, with apologies from CTV. 

The 30-second spot featured a mus- 
tached man talking to the camera, saying 
to viewers, “You hear about gay rights, 
Gay marriage and the gay lifestyle being 
taught in our public schools to children. 
But what many people don’t realize and 
seldom hear about is that many homosex- 
uals don’t want to be homosexual. What 
many who are struggling with homosexu- 
ality don't realize and seldom hear is that 
they can change. | should know. For 13 
years | used to be one.” 

Interesting since CTV is one of Toronto 
Pride's sponsors. Angry viewers quickly 
formed a Facebook group with more than 
1000 members and started contacting 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

Having friendly arguments will be an excel- 
lent strategy for generating clarity in the 
coming days. Since everyone has a piece of 
the truth but no one has more than a piece 
of the truth, the whole story will have to be 
assembled from a variety of fragments. | 
foresee you and your cohorts banging your 
partial truths together, fighting and collabo- 
fating in an untidy quest to transcend each 
of your own narrow perspectives. Your 
mantra is William Blake's assertion that 
“without contraries there is no progression.” 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCF 22) 

George W Bush is the most unpopular US 
president in history. His 19 per cent 
approval rating in February was even worse 
than that of the king of disgrace, Richard 
Nixon. A growing consensus among histori- 
ans also suggests that Bush is the worst 
president ever. The debacle of the Iraq inva- 
sion is the chief factor in that appraisal, but 
there's so much more. To name a few: the 
plunging value of the dollar, the stupendous 
national debt, the rapid degeneration of the 
environment, the catastrophic loss of civil 
liberties and the abuse of human rights. 
And yet Bush has done one wonderful deed 
that has been unsung: he has poured bil- 
lions of dollars of aid into Africa, more than 
any previous president. In accordance with 
your current astrological omens, Libra, | 
challenge you to do what | just did: look for 
redemption in an influence that has created 
amess or broken your heart. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21) 

A heterosexual man who is seeking a part- 
ner often doesn’t want a woman to be com> 
plete unto herself; he hopes she'll feel 
inadequate and lost without him. Similarly, 


EVENTS 


, here’s the latest from LGBTONN 


CTV to get the commercial of the air. The 
network quickly agreed. You can check 
out the offensive ad at Life Productions's 
website, and while you're there be sure 
to take their test to find out if you're good 
enough to go to heaven, 


GAYS MAKE THE EARTH SHAKE (AND 
NOT IN THE GOOD WAY) | 
Israel's recent earthquake was all the 
fault of the homos, according to Knesset 
member Shlomo Benizri. During a parlia- 
mentary debate on earthquake pre- 
paredness the Shas member stated, 
“Why do earthquakes happen? One of 
the reasons is the things to which the 
Knesset gives legitimacy to. Like homo- 
sexuality, it legitimizes sodomy.” 

Israel's attorney general had ruled two 
days before the earthquake that same- 
sex couples in the country should be 
allowed to adopt children. According to 
Benizri, putting an end to “passing legis- 
lation on how to encourage homosexual 
activity in the state of Israel” would rep- 
resent a cost-effective method of pre- 
Venting future earthquakes. 

“God says you shake your genitals 
where you are not supposed to and | will 
shake my world in order to wake you up,” 
he added. A unique view, to be sure. 

Mike Hammel, chairman of the Israeli 
GLBT Association commented on the 
remarks saying, “| suppose we should 
be flattered he attributes us with such 
Magical powers." w 


many hetero women demand that their men 
be absolutely dependent on them. Those of 
the gay persuasion aren't necessarily any 
different; quite a few also prefer their con- 
sorts to be unable to thrive alone. But there 
are also plenty of people who want their 
intimate relationships to be an alliance of 
strong, equal, independent partners. Where 
do you stand on this issue, Scorpio? It's an 
ideal time for you to cultivate a longing for 
a bond in which you are complete unto 
yourself and your partner is complete unto 
himself or herself. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22- DEC 21) 

Hello, | am Vimala Blavatsky, the Winter 
Witch. Rob Brezsny asked me to make a 
guest appearance in your horoscope. Since 
spring is imminent, I'll soon be retiring from 
my public work and will begin the research, 
meditations and prayers that will prepare 
for the new round of therapeutic magic I'll 
offer next winter. But I'm still available for 
a while longer to help you finish any work 
you've been doing in the following areas: 
building solid psychological foundations, 
taking total responsibility for your fate, 
pruning away extraneous wishes and dead- 
énd dreams, and getting down to the core 
of every issue. How have you been pro- 
gressing on those tasks? If you need a 
boost, send out a telepathic request for me 
to appear in your dreams. I'll be there. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

The editors of the Qur Dumb Century claim 
there are 40 000 jokes crammed into the 
book's 256 pages. It took 12 people two 
years to come up with this humour 


‘Onslaught, they say, or 4.5 jokes per person 


per day, | advise you to triple that output in 
the coming week, Capricorn. Even if you 


MAR 13 - MAR 19, 2008 


1) Low 
Flo Rida 


2) For the Nights | Can't 
i g lemember 
3) Love In This Club x 
feat. Young Jeezy 


4) Feedback 
Janet 


5) Apologize teat oneRepubtic 
mbaland 


6) pees 
Jeff Buckley 


Elevator feat. Timbaland 
Flo Rida 


8) Sorry 
Buckcherry 


9) Thunderstruck 
AC/DC 


10) With You 
Chris Brown 
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EXCLUSIVE RINGTONES 


TEXT “DIBS” TO 4321 & HAVE 1ST DIBS 
DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR 
VIRGIN MOBILE PHONE! 


don't normally think of yourself as a come- 
dian, the astrological omens suggest that 
you will be funnier than you've ever been. 
That's fortunate, because in order to get the 
most out of the upcoming opportunities, you 
should unleash a flood of wit and hilarity 


AQUARIUS (JAN20- FEB 18) 

“The composer Stravinsky had written a 
new piece with a difficult violin passage,” 
writes Thomas Powers, quoted in the book 
Sunbeams. “After it had been in rehearsal 
for several weeks, the solo violinist came 
to Stravinsky and said he was sorry, he had 
tried his best, the passage was too diffi- 
cult, no violinist could play it. Stravinsky 
said, ‘| understand that. What | am after is 
the sound of someone trying to play it.” 
Keep this story close to your heart in the 
coming week, Aquarius. It will give you the 
proper perspective as you, too, go about 
the work of doing the best you can at 4 
task that is virtually impossible to perfect. 


PISCES (FEB 18 - MAR 20) 

A century before the New Age movement 
began, French playwright Victor Hugo 
(1802 - 1885) was conversing with the 
dead:| want to tell you what the spirit of 
Galileo told him at a séance, because it's 
the perfect message for you to hear right 
now: “You know what | would do if | were 
in your place? I'd drink from the milk basin 
of the Milky Way; I'd swallow comets; I'd 
lunch on dawn; I'd dine on day and I'd sup 
on night; I'd invite myself, splendid table- 
companion that | am, to the banquet of all 
the glories, and I'd salute God as my host! 
I'd work up a magnificent hunger, an enor- 
mous thirst, and.I'd race through the drunk- 
en spaces between the spheres singing the 
fearsome drinking song of etemity.” w 
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{YOU WANT TD PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 
VUE WEEKLY PLEASE PHONE 426-1996. 


DEADLINE IS WOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION 


ADOPTABLE PETS 


House-trained, neutered, 1 yr. old 
terner/shih-tzu cross up for adoption. 
Wonderful dog, needs a good home. 

Call: 707-0476 


EDUCATIONAL 


Actors Needed... 
rfytust include professional attitude and desire to 
succeed. 
Www.vadastudios.com 


HELP WANTED 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume to 
10536 124 Street 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day). 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570 


STUDENTS & 
SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world 
NUNE by correspondence. Jobs guar- 
04 St. Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941 


FRAMING 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE DOSTER SHOE 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981 
Guitarist. Educator 
Graduate of GMCC music program 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 


‘CLASSIFIEDS 


ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly,com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication 
Placement will depend upon available space 


Need a Fringe spot? 
Local ator has one and would like to collaborate, any 
genre, e-mail destisjour@hotmail.com 


Shaw Off: A teen art show (12-18) at the Stanley A 
Milner Library Gallery, info 944-7960 
Submissions accepted until March 16 


Motion Picture Arts at Red Deer College 
2008 auditions and interviews 
Acting and Production 
apply online at www.rde.ab.ca/performing_arts 


Edmonton Fashion Week is looking for male and 
female models. Go See on Mar. 15 and Mar. 29, 5- 
7pm at Planet Ze, 10055-80 Ave. Info at www.edmon- 
tonfashionweek.com 


Edmonton Fashion Week is looking for dancers, musi- 


WUEVWVEEKLY 


cians and performers. Auditions on Mar. 15 and Mar. 
23, 5-7pm at planet ze design. Info at www.edmon- 
tonfashionweek.com 


Edmonton Fashion Week is looking for models. Final 
Go See on Sun, Mar. 30, 1-5Spm at planet ze. Audition 
for musicians, dancers and performers.on Mar. 30, 1- 
5. For infocheck out www.edmontonfashionweek.com 


Musicians, dancers, artists of all types wanted for 
photo projact. Will trade sitting time for photos/head- 
shots. Call Robert 780-916-4662. 


Attention musicians, artists, actors, writers...unique 

venue and opportunity available for performing and 

Selling your wares. Call Expressionz Cafe 471-9125; 
20125-107 Ave www.expressionzcafe.com 


ARTIST NEEDED 
In need of artists for collaboration in graphic novels 
Interested? Contact {ke at lobitee@hotmail.com ar 
452-3141 


Strathcona County Weavers meet every Wed, 9:30- 
11am at Smeltzer House. Ph Delores Zadko, 467-7213 
for more info 


Artists and photographers wanted to discuss the dis- 
playing of work for possible co-op. E-mail 
naturelvng}@hotmail.com 


Profiles seeks proposals from artists for exhibition 
during 2009. Deadline: Sat, Mar. 22, Info 
T; Heidi at 460-4310 or E: ahfheidi@telus.net 


ACTORS NEEDED FOR INDEPENDENT FILM Mar. 17. 
NonUnion TV Crime Pilot to be shot Mar. 17-31 
Actors all ages needed. Multi day & single day. Gall 


780-633-9271 for info 


Looking for graphic designer to halp with website for 
music festival i a available 


MUSICIANS 


Alberta Music Information Session: find out what you 
need to know about performing during the three-day 
festival; how to submit your release for award consider- 
ation. Wed, Mar. 19, 6:30pm (door), 7pm (session) at 
the Druid, 11606 Jasper Ave. FREE for Alberta Music 
members, $5 for non-members 


Musicians/entertainers needed 
New Concept for Whyte Ave bar 
Eam big cash nightly 
Contact Mike immediately. 
780-993-0003 


Upright bassist looking to launch an experimental rock 
project. Must be from Leduc 
mike_minty@yahoo.com 


‘The STAR Project for youth 15-30 who are not 
Eligible for El and who are willing to work towards 
employment. Project runs Mar. 31-Aug. 15, includes 
life skills training, émplayment readiness, job shad- 

owing and employer paid work experience place- 
ments. Receive a living allowance and up to $500 in 
bonuses throughout the Project. Applications avail- 

able at the Youth Emergency Shelter Society, call 

468-7186 EXT 227 for info. Application deadline: Mar 

21, funded in part by the Government of Canada 


Bass player needad tor original/covers trio 
Please be serous and professional. Positive, creative 
energy required. Ph 860-8277 


Tes = — 
Wanted jammers; rock, country and old time for month 


ly jam. Ph Randy 973 5593 or fandyglen@jumpupdj.com 


es 
Established punk metal band ALL ELSE FAILS Seeking 


new bass player. Must have killer vox (singing + 
Screaming), bs and able to tour extensively. Calf 
Barrett @ 221-7413 or Brent @ 902-4551 


VOLUNTEER 


Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old 
www youthvolunteer.ca 


EDMONTON 
APRIL 11-13 


SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE | = 


PROMOTE YouR 
BUSINESS BOOK 
EXHIBIT SPACE 
NOW! 
SulSpiritExpo.com 


1-877-560-6830. | 


Health Foods *Herbs +Meditation *Psychics «Astrologer 


Spiritual Teachers *Feng Shui *Perrorsal Growth + and more 


159000 KM, 5 SPEED MANUAL, POWER DOORS, 
LOCKS, WINDOWS. ALARM SYSTEM, 6CD IN DASH, 
ALLOY WHEELS, WINTER TIRES & WHEELS. 


DEALERSHIP MAINTAINED, 
GREAT CONDITION. 


CALL ROB AT 940-6212 (DAYS) 418-1267(EVEMINGS) 


CO) Symbols 


Phone 426-1996 from gam-5pm Mon-Fri ° Email rob 


?=\CLASSIFI 


Po 


@vueweekly.com e 
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R LINES FOR $20 


EDS FOU 


40303-108St. Edmonton 
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eir own and they get enthusiastic. | 
know I've got strong PC muscles because 
the last time | went to Doc Stirrup she told 
me to squeeze and then said “whoa.” The 
end result is that | inflicted one doozy of 
an all-round bruise on my poor guy's junk. 

Hes being a sport about it and says he 
doesn’t mind, but | know it hurts him after- 
wards and Id rather not vagina- 
dentata my guy. Any advice? 
LOVE, SUPERGIAL 


DEAR GIRL: 
| think we'd all rather you not cause per- 


Volunteer wabsite for youth 14-24 years O1@)™ 


www. youthvolunteer.ca 


Community Options Society/Board Recruiting 2008- 
2009; Community Options, a Society for Children & 
Familias, is anon Society, which has provided 
‘to children and their families in 
since 1976. contact: Deb Huber, 
Board Member; E: debhuber@staw.ca / T: 637.6156 


SCARS. ‘ 
Second Chance Animal Rescue Society 
There is a suitable home for all 
homeless animals, young or old! 
scarscare.org 


Meals on Wheels, volunteer kitchen help and driv- 
ers needed, weekdays 10am-1pm. Call 429-2020. 


ElderCare pravides day programs for seniors. 
Volunteers are needed to help with daily activitias 
such as crafts, card games and socializing. Please 

call 747 Ext. 4 


Love Bingo? Volunteer for Elder Care. Bingo volun- 
teers are neaded to help raise funds for program 
meals and outings. Ph 434-4747, ext. 4 
Exposure: Edmonton's Queer Arts and Culture Festival 
Seeks steering committee volunteers. Visit 

www.expasurefestival.ca 


"FREE BEER, volunteers needed to work at Rock and 
Blues events. Please call Frank at 439-7460 


Help to broadeast news. pecans is the blind and 
-restricted f 
ocnohgalble iret sorn or call 451-8331 


Special needs "Learn to Bike” courses at Gold Bar 
Park are ee site experienced cyclists to 
help with ee omnia ay wm 
Sept. Det 16. John at jbcollier@shaw.ca 


Planned Parenthood Asseciation of Edmonton 
Soard Recruiting 2008 - 2009 / www.ppae.ab.ca. 
Looking for active, committed indivi who are 
interested in advancing the Mission of PPE. Contact 
Lance @ Planned Parenthood Edmonton T: 423.3737, 
E lance@ppae.ab.ca acne 


Jo You Suffer From Post Partum Depression? BRAIN 
___ NEUROLOGY RESEARCH PROGRAM, Dept. of 
“sychiatry, U of A are seeking women with post partum 


‘epression to participate in @ study. Free child care and 
romWemearuentbe Ree Coe aoe 


SEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for research studies 
with the Brain bea e Research Program at 
‘ofA Call 407-3906 or 407-3221. Reimbursement 

will be provided. 


Pe from MAJOR DEPRESSION needed 

OF research study. Contact the Neurobiology Research 
Program at U af A Hospital by Sh Rise 

fleimbursement for participation will be provided. 


PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society are looking for 
coe fo are wits fae students in the 
3 asa program. 
J (raining and materials prided. Cmte 424-5514. 


Srain Neurobiology Research Program at UofA seeks 
individuals who have ne delivered and are suf- 
‘ering from POSTPARTUM DEPRESSION for research 


-manent damage, physical or psychic, to 
your sweet baboo's manhood {also either 
physical or psychic, come to think of it) 


~ and Ido think | can help, although | under- 


stand that you are a woman to be reck- 
oned with and he probably shouldn't take 


anything for granted. (Note: | know the 


writer slightly, and nobody would mistake 
her for anything less than a force of 
nature, although obviously | had no idea 
just how forceful. Bruising! Really.) 

Now here's the thing, the whole deal 
with yer basic dentata muscles is that 
they are under conscious control, so even 
though you'd rather get all transported 
and let your eyes roll back in your head 
and all that, you'll have to think, really 
think, about relaxing them while you're at 
it, exactly the way those with less well- 
toned bits have to think about contracting 
them. In fact, perhaps it's best to look at 
this entire problem backwards, if you will. 

While your (boyfriend's) problem is not 
unheard-of—one can, for instance, rapidly 


study (Call 407-3221). Reimbursement provided. 


Do you love art and pedple? Then the Nina Haagerty 
CaN for the Arts'canuse you! Come volunteer and 
shaw off your talents and passion. www.ninahaggert- 

yart.ca or 474-7611 


Help to broadcast news for blind and print- 
festricted Edmontonians. Email: edmonton@voice- 
printcanada.com, or call 451-8331 


PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society are looking for 
volunteer tutors to work with adult students in the 
Math Literacy Program. For info Ph 424-5514 


See your brain in action! Participate in research at 
UofA! Right-handed men, 30-50. Reimbursement pro- 
vided. Call 604-0048 


Volunteer Drivers. Monday-Friday. $7.00 -$14.00 trip. 
Driving seniors. 732-1221 


Volunteers are urgently needed to shovel snow for 
seniors. To register or for more information, call 
Heather at Westend Seniors Activity Centre, 483-1209 


Do.you fove art and people? Then the Nina Haggerty 

Centre for the Aris can use you! Come show off your 

talents. www.ninahaggenyart.ca; email; info@nina- 
haggertyart.ca-or call 474-7611 


CJSR NEWS: News is the telling of our communi- 
ty's stories. If you have stories that the world must 
hear, start volunteering with CUSR's news depart- 
ment. Gain experience in radio, contribute to a 
diverse community, and learn new skills. Email 
news@rjsr.com 


lips for Parkinsons 
Support the Parkinson's Society. Buying a potted 
tulip available at various pees pat and 
surrounding areas Mar -20, 
April is Parkinson’ ‘s Awareness month 


lave you been affected by another person's sexual 
behaviour? S-Anon is a 12-Step fellowship for the 
family members and friends of sex addicts. Call 
988-4411 for Edmonton area meeting locations and 
information, or visit www.sanon.org 


lose all feeling in one’s hand after inserting 
it to the wrist into the terrifyingly well- 
toned feminine interior of a Kegel-exercise 
enthusiast—the opposite complaint is far 
more common. When a woman can't feel 
much upon intromission, or her male part- 
ner finds himself diligently thrusting away 
but has to keep reminding himself that he 
isn’t just pumping blindly into thin air, then 
it’s time for some Kegeling and some 
applied mindfulness. | suggest that you 
practice not contracting your pelvic mus- 
cles when excited, either with his help 
(warning: not particularly erotic) or alone, 
or some of each. Women who are trying to 
get their muscles under conscious control 
may buy something like a “Kegelsizer” or 
“vaginal bar-bell,” even. These are rather 
lovely, smooth, heavy devices of stainless 
steel or similar, and one practices holding 
onto the larger, more bulbous end and then 
Moves up to the smaller, at which point one 
may also be able to project ping-pong balls 
across the bar-room or smoke a cigarette in 


Prestige Massage 


12 lovely Ladies, two Asians 
Duos by appointment 


Www.prestigemassage.com 
8204 Coronet Rd 440-3643 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


Gothic Angel, 26 
Outcalls only, flat rates quoted 
Independent escort 


442 0744 
Lc # 75505846-001 


—Annalise Lane~—~ 
780-965-2377 
www.annaliselane.com 
View my website for more information 
100% Independent Escort 
OUTcall ONLY 
Licenced 
No upselling or hidden fee's 


Alyson 28 Brunette 
Bust 348 
Wynw.alysonsp.com 


483 6955 or 938 3644 
Lc # B87S614 


Stasia Thomas 
Sexy and young, 
Exotic and hot, 442-3033 
Weekend specials 


Independent Monique, 32 
Beautiful, amazing body, very busty 
Noon-8pm, 413-0294 


Beautiful Ladies - Jacusz/- Movie Room 
Fireplace - ATH ~ Cash Only 


2 Free Hockey Tickets 
at Rexall Place 


We wil fulfil all your Dreams & Desires! 


(780) 434-0905 


10143 - Whyte Ave 


(82 Avenue) 


Free Parking at Rear 
Selectively Hiring 


an unexpected manner, but of course 
you're not interested in such circus tricks ... 
you're not, right? 

| am quite sure that you could employ 
such exercises in the pursuit of less rather 
than more, since after all it’s less reflexive 
clenching you're after, not less muscle. Just 
do be careful not to accidentally ultra-tone 
yourself there. You could break something. 

There are also, of course, tips and tricks 
for genital-size-discordant couples that 
could be brought into play here, backwards, 
Women who want more friction for them- 
selves and/or their partners keep their legs 
close together, so don’t. The famous-but- 
not-for-amateurs modified missionary posi- 
tion where the woman lies supine and the 
man straddles her legs, keeping them 
clamped between his manly thighs should 
they dare to make a break for it, is one obvi- 
ous no-no. The one with your feet up around 
his ears while he clutches your hips? Don't 
do that. Also, all those tips for better align- 
ment, hip-tilt pillows and whatnot, are 


Y Supergirl vagina is bruising his manhood! 


meant for G-spot (internal clitoral) stimula- 


tion but that is accomplished at least partly 7” 


by just making things tighter in there, so 
they count too. I'd also throw in whatever 
you yourselves do in pursuit of greater sen- 
Sation, since in intercourse, sensation pretty 
much equals tightness, which equals fric- 
tion, and quit (briefly, we hope) whatever 
you Were doing when you caused the bruis- 
ing. Remember, we're in Bizarro World here, 
so whatever feels especially intense is on 
the “quit it” list, at least until you get those 
Supergirl muscles of yours under control. 
And in the interest of equal time for oppos- ~ 
ing cartoons, stop eating spinach. 

Now, lube. Lube is tricky, since it actu- 
ally decreases friction yet improves sexu- 
al sensation, making a lie of what | said 
above about friction; but never mind that 
Yes, | tell people who aren't feeling 
enough to try more lube, and yes, | tell 
people who are feeling too much to try 
more lube. What the heck, it's cheap. 
LOVE, ANDREA 
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